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LETTER VII. 
JOHNSON TO LORD 8EYMOUR, 


November the 2d. 


-F NIVITELLA's propoſals to amuſe the Prince, 
and to occupy his attention have ſucceeded. 
His hotel is crowded every day with gueſts, who 
-are treated in a moſt excellent manner. He gives 
concerts and other entertainments, and is ſcarcely _ 
able to call an hour his own. If he is not at home, 
we naturally ſuppoſe that he is in another circle. 
The moſt extravagant expence which this cauſes, 
you may eaſily conjecture. I would that gaming 
had not been introduced, He has loſt, in a ſhort 
time, very conſiderable ſums. * From whom he 
obtains the money I cannot. learn; for he wins 
nothing. He may borrow greatſums of the Mar- 
quis I can believe; for, ſince he has perſuaded 
him that he could command the world of Ghoſts, 
he will do any thing for him. He ſeems to care 
for nothing, and is again a good companion. Con- 

, cerning the Taft the Marquis triumphs. not a, little, 
becauſe it ſupports his propoſal; but the good man 
does not obſerve the'worm which gnaws the heert 
of the Prince, whilſt his countenance is dreſt in 
„ "i - ſmiles, 
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Fmiles. I often ſee how e firuggles with himſelf; 
The only thing which-pleaſes me is, that he talks 
with reſpect upon religious matters, which he for- 


merly treated with contempt. From this we may 
Hope that he will not deſtroy himſelf. 


Nowember the 41h. 
"WHAT do you think ?—Fhe Prince has been 


to church! This circumftance, which his people 


will not forget, and which certainly did not 


dream of, Civitella perſuaded him to. He was 


yeſterday with the Prince, and ſpoke of a certain 
'Biſhop . . who would preach to-morrow in the 
church of St. Marco. The praiſe which he be- 


ſtowed- upon the heart and genius of this man, ex- 


cited the attention of the Prince ſo much the more, 
becauſe the Marquis did not ſpeak in general with 
any great veneration of the Clergy. 

„ I muſt hear your wonderful man,” ſaid he; ; 


and the Marquis waited upon him the next day 


that is to-day. 

The ſight of a great multitude, particularly 
when they come together to worſhip the Supreme 
Being, naturally affes us, and evidently makes 
a greater impreſſion upon our mind if we have not 
been accuſtomed to it. He that feels it not, is deſ- 


- «titute of ſenſibility. The Prince confirmed my 
opinion. He was in raptures. The richneſs and 


ſpiendor of the church, the greatneſs of the mul- 


titude, that ſhewed, at leaſt externally, ſigns of 


the ſincereſt devotion, contributed to augment the 


- aſtoniſhment and reverence of the Prince. I ſhould 


be but little acquainted with mankind, if I did 


not know that the brighteſt geniuſes are attracted 
by pageaatry ; and, that the illuminations and 
laughable ceremonies of the Roman church work 
— upon the mind. The incenſe, which 
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is burnt at the altar, is very apt alſo to operate on 
our ſenſes and excite our piety. Enchanting mu- 
ſic began the ceremony. At laſt the Biſhop went 
into the pulpit. Friend, the Marquis was right; 
his deſcription was far excelled by the man him- 
ſelf: His appearance made us venerate him, and 
his enchanting countenance, which ſeemed to have 
upon it the ſtamp of divinity, influenced every . 
one in his favour.—And when he began te ſpeak! 
I might ſay with juſtice, that I never heard ſo 
much perſuaſive eloquence, united with ſuch dig- 
nity and perſanal elegance. In one word, he is a 
preacher of great talents. At firſt he ſtruck us 

with depth of thought, which had ſo much the 

more weight on account of his delivery, He then 
moved and awakened in us the warmeſt feelings, 
for virtue and religion, and the greateſt deſite to 
follow his precepts, as the real principles of mo- 


Tality. From his mouth came truth, and we foor. 


perceived how much he ſtudied it, and how firm- 


14 himſelf was convinced of it; he pierced 
4 


e heart, and was affected by his own elaquenee.. 
His voice is clear and ſolemn, and ſuited to bring 
the hardened ſinner back to the path of virtue, 
When he preaches of love, there is a ſweetneſs in 
his delivery not to be imagined, and he is firm and. 
energetic when he will convince.— Oh! Friend! 

ou maſt hear him yourſelf, if you will not be- 
ieve me; for, where am I to find words to convey 
to you the perfection of one idea only? 

He preached on the following ſubject, The. 
advantages which accrue to a 159 en religion 
ſupported by the dictates of reafon.” A ſubjeft 
that was as applicable to the ſituation of the Prigge's. 
mind, as if it had been purpoſely. chaſen. he 

hole of bis ſermon was diyided into two, he 
the firſt. he endeavoured to prove That i 
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ligion ennobles our minds, and ſtimulates us te 
good actions, and is a firm ſupport to us when 
: oppreſſed with affliftions.” And how admirably 
he proved it! One could not but be convinced. 
Self- love,“ ſaid he among other things, © as 
long as it docs not become ſelf-admiration, and 
conſequently a vice, is the firſt and moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ed principle which the-wiſe creator has implanted 
in us. From it we derived all our actions, even 
the moſt ſablime ones which approximate us to 
the Divinity—We admire a friend for the return 
of his affection we love our relations we aſſiſt 
the ſufferer, and often ſave the lives of our neigh- 
bours, even at the greateſt hazard; becauſe we 
expect the ſame treatment in ſimilar ſituations: 
we pardon our enemies, for the ſake of thoſe hea- 
venly feelings which tell us, that we have acted 
nobly, and have advanced a ſtep towards perfec- 
tion! But how often does man act well, and is 
wiiknown ; and how often has the beſt defign a 
falſe ↄperation; how often the good man ſuffers, 
becauſe he acts conſiſtently with his feelings? 
Shall he, for that reaſon, diſeontinue his efforts? 
No—he ought not to do it, even if his religion 
did not promiſe him a recompence in another 
world, if it did not tell him“ Thy Creator knows 
the goodneſs of thy heart—the Lord knows it, if 

men do not acknowledge it.” ButT'do not think, 
my friends, that 1 ought to allow man ſo much | 
virtue as to ſuppoſe that he acts uprighily merely 
for its own ſake; for we are never free from the 
influence of our paſſions which: throw obſtacles in 
our way in ſpite of all our endeavours to avoid 
them. 
4 Can we blame him ho ai the bie 
* path of vice to that of virtue? Look into 
dur 


own hearts, and anſwer me that nee f 
Las, | t 
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But when” 3 intervenes,” ſhe tells us, with 
certainty, that «there is another life beyond the 
grave, in which men will be rewarded according 
to their deſerts. 
% What an-inducement is this for us to become 
better, and faithfully te fulfill all our duties! what 
a great conſolation, When we labour under misfor- 
tunes, to be able to ſay to ourſelves, ** Our lite 
in this world is but a pilgrimage to the: realms of 
everlaſting.peace!”. ' 
„ With what anxiety does the tired wanderer” 
endeavour to reach the, place of his deſtination, 
though he knows that the break of day will call 
him fðrth to tbe continuation of his journey | how 
ehearfully he ſupports fatigue and trouble, when 
he recollects- that he is parſuing the path which 
leads him to his home, where he will meet his 
friends and relations 
Can we then do leſs;-my Friend when wWV/W 
| Know that eternal joy will be our recompence, - 
and that we ſhall approach nearer to that God, 
who gave us friends and relations, who watches 
over the ſmalleſt circumſtance of our fate, and 
even faſtens the. chain of our happineſs. on that 
which ſeemed tous to be unpropitious to it? 
Nie now turned to the ſecond part of his ſer= 
mon, and ſhewed © what great tranquility i 
on gave us in death.“ 
Tou ſhould have heard this part. He drew a 

beautiful compariſon between the death- bed of the 
pious, and wicked man. He alluded alſo to- ſcep- - 
ticks; for, ſaid he—- 

How can they be good) who believe not in 
any thing?—They, muſt be more than men. if, 
am'cſt all the oppreſſions of an unfeeling world,. 
they look not far a reward for all their good di- 
ens in heaven. Upon het grounds does the 


Atheiſt 


ey 
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Arheiſt baniſh from his mind the juſt ideas of a 
Creator, and his divine influence? Is it that it 
would add more werght to the barrier that ſeparates 


his ſoul from the paths of luſt and wickednefs ?” 


The manner in which he deſcribed the laſt hours 
of the profligate, muſt have pierced a heart of 
feel. He knew how to affect the virtuous, by 
forcibly deſcribing ſach a death; and I might ſay 
with juſtice, that there was not one perſon preſent 
who did not feem to ſtudy his own reformation. And 
when he deferibed the end of the impious, an icy 
coldneſs ran through my veins.—Every connte- 
nance ſeemed pictured with horror.—I Woked at 


the Prince; — he was as pale as death, and appear- 
ed very melt agitated. I hope 1 will be of ſervice 
to him! That part of the ſermon was delivered 


with ſuch effect, that it was as if the dying perſon 
had been preſent, imploring the reſtitution of his 
health, that he might adore that God whom he 
Had uniformly denied. But when he commented 
upon the impoſſibility of his wiſhes, as he was 
firvggling with death, his eye rolled doubrfally, his 


Voice founded hofiow, and death ſeemed to cut the 


thread of the curſes which his ſtammering tongue ut- 
| tered !—lt was horrible. The voice of the Brſhop 
added the greateſt effect to this part. He WIPE. 
* There enſued a profound ſilence. = 

And where ſhall we find the Feigion I Wee 


; | Ueferibed ? * he continued. © God be thanked, we 


have diſcovered it in our own! 

„Oh, my friends, you muſt ach lege the 
advantage we have over ſo many thouſands, who 
are not born of Chriftian parents, and who are 
W to liye in darkneſs, whilt the cleareſt light 
mines upon you.“ 

The manner in which he cute bis taſk you 
muſt 1 nnzgine, For 1 cannot attempt to deferibe the 

E nchanting 


E 
enchanting ſweetneſs of his eloquence, and am 
only able to give you an imperfect idea of it. 


You may judge what effect this ſermon muſt have 
produced in the mind of the Prince. Receive this 


ours as a recompence for not having heard him your- 
t of ſeſf. | 
by I could eaſily perceive that he was a Roman Ca- 
ſuy tholic; but if they had acted thus in the times of 
ſent Luther, if they had preached religion ſo pure, L 
And 5 believe there never would have been a reformati- 
icy on. He alſo mentioned the ſaints—but how? He 
nte- | repreſented them as a glorious hoſt, worthy of 
at imitation. And is not this admirable. I believe: 
ear-= men cannot have too many good examples. 

vice - But my. fancy leads me too far, and I ſhould 
red Mi not chuſe to write any thing contrary to what the 


Biſhop ſaid. For that reaſon, I will lay aſide my 
en until I am more familiar with the ſubject. 
Yet who knows whether the whole ſermon be 
not a plan of the Armenian.—Perhaps the Biſhop 
vas is.. . I will not tell you what I think. It will 
| | be terrible if he is a hypocrite, and employs his 
uncommon talents to further the execution of a 
ut- plan, which cannot poſſibly have a good end; be- 
| cauſe it requires ſo much artifice and cunning to 
complete it. No, no—|] mult not indulge ſuch an 
idea, . 


Several days later. 


SINCE that ſermon the Prince has again given. 
himſelf up to meditation. He ſhuns all ſociety ; 
and, if he is obliged to join them, he appears per- 
feckly indifferent to any thing but reffection. But 
this ſeriouſneſs is very different from his former ; 
his countenance then expreſſed deſpair, but now a 
deep melancholy. | „55 

He has anxiouſly and ſtudiouſly enquired after 
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the Biſhop. This man, I truſt, will entirely work 
his reformation, and the Prince expeQts it; his 
enquiry alſo makes this certain: he will, in all 
probability, draw a compariſon vetween his own 
actions and that man's manner of thinking—And 
he is right. The Biſhop did the ſame when he 
mentioned our Saviour: From their fruits you, ...} . 
ſhall know them?“ Very probable this induged. 
the Prince to adopt that reſolution: it may be 
imagined; but outward actions are often fo con- 
trary to real principles, that one may caſily be 
miftaken. But the Biſhop .isefftirely that which 
he himſelf expects from a good Chriſtian, or a 
noble mind, and he follows very exactly the rules 
which he preſcribes. | 
I have this merely from hearſay, but where zc- 
counts agree exaQly, we may put ſome confidence 
nin the report. He is a father to the orphans, and 
a friend to the poor. He expends upon himſelf 
nothing but what is abſolutely requiſite, the other 
part of his fortune he reſerves to fulfill the duties 
of bis ſtation; and the prudence with which he 
beſtows his charity gives it a high and deferved 
luſtre. Thoſe who prefer idleneſs to induſtry, 
Obtain very littte from him; but all thofe who 
are prevented by a noble pride from accepting 
à gift from the hand of charity, and thofe who are 
oppreſſed | with misfortunes, and ſtruggle againſt 
want and miſery, have in him a certain and bene- 
volent ſupporter. He has a liſt of all the poor 
people in Venice, and affiſts thoſe he thinks the 
molt deſerving. It appeared ſingular to me, that 
be ſpent ſo much money amongſt foreigners who 
hve here. Indeed the Venetians do not deſerve it, 
for the cauſe of their poverty is their idleneſs, there 
ſcarcely can be made one exception. He always 
is reſpeQtul to his inferiors; and is a perfect ene- 
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my to that pride, which makes part of a characs 
ter of a prieſt. To his ſervants, who have all 


118 grown old in his ſervice, .he is a father. In ſhort, 
n every thing that I hear” of this man, is in his 
d praiſe, But the hiſtory which the Marquis has related 
Ce of him, is a proof that he well knows how to ob- 
u. ſerve the higher duties of his ſituation, which has 
4 made me venerate his character. A certain . ti. 
e here was his deadly enemy. Perhaps he envied 
- his merits, and the eſteem which was every where 
2 ſhewn him: This was fufficient reaſon for a jea- - 
1 lous villain to hate him: To imitate him he was 
'Y vnable, but he was capable of endeavouring to 
3 murder him. He was big with this diabolical 


idea; but the retired life of the Biſnop, and the 
multitude which always conducted him home, to 
enjoy his company, made the execution of it al- 
ways impoſſible.—Amongft the ſervants of the: 
Biſhop, there was a young man whom he ſincere- 
ly loved, and educated. + Although endowed with 
many good qualities, he was attached to gaming; 
upon which the Biſhop ſometimes gave him a ſe- 
vere lecture. This young man anti . . en- 
deavoured to make an inſtrament of his. villainy. 
He could” not do any thing by: fair means, and 
therefore had recourſe to treachery. He hired 
people to induoe him to purſue the moſt extrava- 
gant plans, and to deprive him of his money by 
any method. The vice of gaming ſoon took deep 
root, and his very exiſtence ſeemed to depend 
upon it. If what his maſter gave him was not 
ſufficient, he reforted to theft. The Biſhop, far 
from being ſuſpicious, conchuded that the deficien- 
ey of his money aroſe from his forgetfulneſs, and 
did not accuſe any of his people; but it was foon _ 
more and more vikble, and the Biſhop, at laſt, 
became uneaſy, particularly as he miſſed fome 
| B 3 | valuable 
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valuable things. The thief was diſeovered. Not 
quite hardened in his wickedneſs, his confuſion 
and Hown-caſt eyes betrayed him; he could not 
look in the face of his benefactor. The. Biſhop 
admoniſhed him with ſeverity, but he was too far 
gone to feel its effet. His villainous companions 
Had fo corrupted him by their wicked advice, that 
he was a finiſhed gambler; and what is it that is 
ſacred in the eyes of ſuch an infamous character? 
It was not difficult to perſuade him to mix a pow- 
der in the chocolate which he always ſerved to his 
patron, and by that means poiſon his benefactor 
and friend. He was induced to undertake this di- 
abolical act, by the promiſe of a large reward, 
and alfo the certainty of gainang ſomething by his 
maſter's death, which he had diſcovered by prying 
into his will, which: was placed in a writing-deſk. 
His.limbs trembled as he preſented the cup to his 
- maſter, ſo that he had almoſt let it drop. The 
Biſhop was engaged in reading a book, and did 
not obſerve the uneaſideſs and anxiety 1 tor- 
mented his ſervant. He did net take the cup be- 
fore he had finiſhed the chapter. When he had 
done, he repeated the ſaſt paſſage, if the firſt 
principles of vice are imbibed, the reſt is to be 
acquired very eaſy by a hardened ſinner. Ves 
it is, indeed it is, be added with a deep ſigh. 
t the ſamne moment the unfaithful . fell 
ſemſeleſs at his feet, the cup was broken, and the . 
potion ſpilt upon the ground. He thought that 0 
his maſter was conſcious of his malicious inten- 0 
tion, and had ſpoken thoſe words purpoſely to 5 
warn him of his kicked deſign. But how could a 
mind, like his, entertain foch .a.thought, or ſuſ- 
| a man, t0-whom he had ſhewn the attention 
| of a father, capable ef ſo vile an action? He en- 
3 a eich t0 like, who was 8 
the 
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the point of taking away his own. During that. 

time, a little dog, which had licked up the poi- 
ſoned draught, tumbled in a con vulſive manner 
about the room. He immediately perceived what 
was going forward. — Tears came into the old 
man's eyes, when he reflected that his ſervant 
could be guilty of ſuch a crime. And how do 
you imagine that he treated him ?—He not only 
pardoned him, and concealed the fact, but retain- 
ed him in his ſervice, as if nothing had happened. 
On that account one of his relations reproached 
„Shall I make this man more miſerable than he 


. is at preſent?” he replied; „If he is to be re- 
US claimed, it will certainly be effected by my treat- 
Fe ment, and how much glory ſhall L acquire if I 
k. ſave but one ſoul !—If I diſcard him, I believe he 
is will then become a perfect villain; on the contra- 
e ry, be probably, by my indulgence, may be re- 
d elajmed.” | 


When it was obſerved: to him, that he ſhould. 

be upon his guard in future againſt-any new at- 
tempts to murder him, he anſwered, 

© A good and benevolent God watches over the 
life of a ſparrow ; can ] doubt then, that he 18 
not mindful of mine? The path which he has 
preſcribed to me no mortal ean obſtrutt; of that 
J have already many proofs.—If it pleaſes the 
Almighty that I ſhould die by the hand ef an aſ- 
ſaſſin, there will be found others beſides him to 
Perpetrate the degd , | 9 
He ſtood firm to his opinion, and Oh! the re- 
compence ! It has ſucceeded in a moſt excellent 
Manner: — He has entirely converted this man, 
and beholds daily the proofs of the warmeſt grati- 
inde, and there is not one about his perſon that is 
more attached to him. The Biſhop diſcovered 
TM | - the 
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the motive that induced him to ſeek his life. He 
could have made the miſerable projector of it feel 
his wrath; but what did he do? He went to. anti 
. . his deadly enemy, and begged his pardon if he 
had given him any reaſon to hate him, and offered 
him his hand in reconciliation. Such a virtue the 
baſeſt ingrate could not deſpiſe; he was overpow- 
ered with ſorrow, and falling upon his knees, 
craved his merciful forgiveneſs, and promiſed to 
amend his life, which he has faithfully performed. 
Tbhe reaſon why he hated the Biſhop was, as he 
ſaid, on account of a ſermon, in which he felt 
himfelf very much aggrieved; and alſo that it 
was intolerable to hear him ſo generally praiſed 
and beloved.—Y ou muſt know, . anti. . is alſo a 
prieſt, and he thought that they were beſtowing 
that portion of praiſe due to him, upon the Bi- 
1 | | | 
The Prince withes, to be aequainted with the 
' Biſhop. I rejoice that it is ſo, and hope he will 
profit by the connexion, How it has happened 
that he was not fooner acquainted with him, I 
cannot tell. The noble-minded man muſt be 
* ſought for, but other acquaintances are very eaſi- 
ly attained. No wonder, for he is a Prince? 

I muſt not forget to tell you, that a few days 
ago, the Bucentauro was aboliſhed; not by the 
ſenate, but the ſociety having conſented to it them- 
ſelves.— What do you ſay to that? —The reaſon 
for ii I do not know, and even the Prince ſeemed 
ignorant- of it ; for although they told him they 
had done it beeauſe they diftiked it, he will not be- 
leve, it.— Perhaps the Inquifition has prohibited 
their meetings, and they are afraid to run the riſk. 
of having their principles expoſed; or, perhaps, 

the cunning Bucentaurifts are in league with the 
\rmenian, and wiſh, by the ſeparation of their 
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» ſociety, to fix the attention of the Prinee upon 
. another point. Let this be as it may, I am ſatis- 
" fied. The Prince is rejoieed at the event; for, 
* without it, he could not well have ſeparator im- 
d ſelf from it: —a proof that he was not quite fit 
I for a ſociety, which did not ſeem to be founded 
4 en a good e 
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LEDCFER VIH. 


2 JOHNSON TO LORD SEYMOUR. 


Newember the 19th. 


AT laſt the Prince's wiſh is fulfilled: the Bi- 
ſhop has been with him. He has been a journey, 
which has prevented him, til now, from: comply- 
ing with the requeſt of the Prince. I thought he 
was a middle-aged man from his appearance; I 
was aſtoniſhed when I accidently. heard from him 
that he was already far advanced towards ſeventy. 
His uncommon health and gatety is the conſe- 
quence of a moderate manner .of living. The 
Prince has been charmed with his company. No 
perſon, bzſides me, could attend to their converſa- 
tion, becauſe they believed I did not underſtand 
tt, How many advantages have I already reaped 
from affecting to be unacquainted with the Veneti- 
an language. They look upon me as an abſent per- 
ſon; and I muſt tell you, that I am, on that 
account, a great acquiſition to the Prince; becauſe 
he thinks that he has an attendant by him at all 
times whom he has no ſuſpicion of—for he is too 
prudent to truſt the other ſervants in the anticham- 
ber, on account of their curioſity, 

Wik open arms the Prince received the Biſhop, 
Lina he entered the houſe, and conducted him 
into his room. 

„ heard your ſermon not long ago, great and 
noble man, and it affected me very much. I have 
had a deſcription of your character and conduct, 


and it has encreaſed my eſteem for you. It is on 


that account that I approach you without the 
accuſtomed ceremonies, and with a friendly vene- 
ration.” 1 ES Prince 


- 


A 


cc Prince, your countenance is ſo ſincere, that 
IJ cannot conſider your words as a joke.” 
Joke !—Joke Good God, what an opinion 
you muſt have of me!” 
Not ſo; but is it poſſibſe, that one ſingle 
ſermon. can have had ſuch an effect upon you! Loved 
am not accuſtomed to ſeverity, Frince. But many 
years experience have. taught; me, that perſons 
like you, who diſpiſe all that is ſacred and good, 
cannot eafily be brought to. cfteera thoſe: who 
ſpeak of a God, whom they reject and deny. On 
that account, you muſt at leait thiak me a pious 
ſimpleton, who merits your compaſſionate ſmile.” 
The Prince was dumb. 
At laſt he exchatmdetl;- - :- 
8 Oh! as you: dove your enemies, do PR to 
them, and confirm the truth, of your dectrines, 
which you preach with ſuch. eloquence. Do not 
let me be the being whom you er have 
put buog a Wrong path, not willingly, | but through 
me 4nfluence iof;. deceiti and wyquity,/ L have lang 
: Wandered;in the :defcst,. and eeuld find no reſting- 
„place; will you now jrejeRt a penitent, who puts 
his whole oonfidenee in your ſuperior wiſdom?” 1 
% „„ the nay our him by 3. 
an 
=  Entertainmnetifuck Kh: ls: But if the: 1. 
en will icyre a Hagerens wound, he. mult probe 
it with his inſtrument, to try how. deep it has pe- 
notrated. This openation is indeed very painful 
tothe patient; but can the ſußgeon untlertake. the 
Serge bop Will he not lean by chat, what 
means muſt be employed +. maſt firſt found 
you, and upon the geed oundat ion, 1 hich per- 
-ihgps may till be nleſt, I will build, my ſtructure. 
Gad de thankedg, who works ſa: por fully h 
Jock baue maans. I unnd not hays lee 
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that my ſermon could produce ſuch an effect upon 
your mind. The way to the heart of a Prince is, 
in ſuch a caſe, very difficult, and your ſufferings | 
only: have made you fo ſuſceptible. Thank God, 
that you are not above inquiry. I always ſpcak 
the truth, Prince; do not vonder, becauſe yr 
hear it very rarely.” 
% Wil you, then, be- fo kind as to inſtruct 

me * 

„ Why not ?—lt is my duty. It. is well for 
vou that you came before me. When they 
begged of me to preach that fermon, I was ſtruck 
with the idea that-it-might be of ſervice, and ſave 

ou.” 
The Prince interrupted him “ How! they 
entreated you to preach: a ſermon to me, was it not 
then mere aceident?““ | 
I was inſtructed as to every particular.” 
% And by whom? = 
« de not know him; but the anxiety which 
he diſplayed - for your welfare, and on whieh he 
ſeemed to dwell with uncommom concern, has 
made him dear to- me. He expected from my 
ſermon much effect, and promiſed that yon ſhould 
be preſent. Fhe defire I had af doing good made 
me comply with his requeſt.” 
And can you-gueſs':who this man was rte 
e are end, ad not leſs; 
the Prince was half mad. He related to the Biſhop 
ſeveral things Which had happened to him with 
this wonderful man, and hoped to obtain ſome 
' knowledge of him, but he affured him, that he had 
ſten him then ſor the firſt time in his life. And 
| „ would not believe him? 
What are we to think of this 2 perhaps it is 
art of the plan, upon which the old man ſpoke to 
Biondells. We ay: ſuſpeQ what will be the confe- 


quence 


LH 


que nee of. this viſit ; for the ſociety of the Biſhop 
muſt turn to the Prince's. advantage, If they 
make him a proſelyte by means of the Biſhop, 
they would not find their end anſwered ;. becauſe 
this man is calculated to ſet a good example, and 
to inſtil into the Prince's mind the beſt ideas with- 
out letting the religion he profeſſes interfere. It 
is a great pity that they did not converſe on the 
ſubject of the Prince” s opinions; for they conſtantly 
talked about the Armenian, and then ſome buſineſs ' 
called the Biſhop away. He promifed to return 
again, and the Prince has determided to. viſit 
him... 

As. Civitella perſuaded the Prince to go with 
him to church, what was more natural” than that 
the Prince ſhould ſuſpeE that he was connected 
with the Armenian? To be convinced of that, 
he ſent immediately for the Marquis to wait upon 
him. The ſervant met him at the gate. 
ws Marquis,” exclaimed the Prince, as he en- 
tered the room, © your viſit is well-timed; I had 
juſt ſent to invite. you here, to queſtion you upon 
Fi ſubject of great importance. You know how 
3 trouble the Armenian has already given me. 
Nou I, am eonfident you muſt be acquainted with 
him. I expeCt.an explanatien from you.“ 
The. Marquis. was alarmed, and anſwered not 


4 ſyllable ; the words ſeemed to tremble con his 
Ips 


% You will not then give an explanation? You 
are the only perſon that can do it.” 
* Explanation IIndeed I am not able to give 
It you, and perhaps no mortal living.” 

And yet you ſpoke to him!” | 
Alas ! Gracious Heaven ! I ſpoke to him 1” 
Ik a ſpark of friendſhip glimmers in your 
breaſt, tell me alien what you know of him.” 


1 Demand, 


( 18: } 


Demand my life, gracious Prince, I willing 
Ty will ſacrifice it, for you have deſerved i, 
but — — 

He heſitated, and became viſibly more confuſed. 
The Prinoe's patience left him. 

« You will not then,” he exclaimed violently— 
„Now hear me. I know that you and the Ar- 
menian are in league with each other. Was it 
not at his requeſt that you perſuaded me to go with 
you to the church of St. Mark ?” 

The Marquis fell into a terrible voll ve fit. 
His limbs trembled, his teeth chattered, and his 
countenance was black and horrible to look on.— 
The fit increaſed, and we were obliged to carry 
him home. The Prince now thought him inno- 
cent, and ſeemed to feel for him. 

«« But if he is innocent, from whence this ſtrange 
eonduct ?? he exclaimed. 

Several hours had paſſed, when a ſervant of the 
Marquis came, breathleſs, and requeſted the Prince 
to go immediately to his maſter, who had ſome- 
thing of great importance to diſcover to him. He 
heſitated not a moment, but went as quickly as 
_ Poſſible. After an interval of four hours, he came 
back again in deep thought. He related what: 
happened to him to the Baron F * * And, as 1 
was prelent, and heard every thing very diſtinQly, 
F am able to communicate it to you word for 
word. 

The Prince threw FAS into an arm- „chair, 
and ſeemed very much affected. "Fhe Baron F. 
approached him with great concern, not being able 
to conceal his ſenſations. 

* You will pardon me, gracious Prince, I am 
confident, when I entreat you to make a diſcovery 
of that whith afflicts you ſo much. It will be 
preſerved as a ſacred treaſure in the boſom of one 

of 


(. 4 

of your moft humble and faithful fervants, whoſe 
ſincere wiſh. is to ſacrifice himſelf, if it could in 
any manner promote your happineſs. There was 
a time when you thought me worthy of your con- 
fidence.” 5 NS | 

The Prince ſeemed to ſtart as from a dream 
and looked ſufpiciouſly at the Baron.“ 

«© Yes, you are right; there was a time, when 
the repoſe of my ſoul reſembled the ſmooth ſur- 
face of a lake from which every object is reflected 
in the. moſt beautiful manner. Yes, yes, there 
was once ſuch a time, and then 1 found myſelf 
happy. Can help regretting that, that period is 
* paſt, and all is now as if influenced by the ſtorms 
of Heaven; and that nothing remains for me but a 
lively picture of my former ſituation? Tell me 
_ yourſelf can I forget it?“ "| 3 | 
Tears came into the eyes of the good Baron 
F * * and forrow almoſt overpowered his 
| ſpeech. 1 e 
Ohl my gracious Prince, I have not deſerved 
_ this—T fpoke of the confidence which I once en- 
n Ln 
The Prince came to his recollection, perhaps . 
by my puſhing ſomething againſt his arm-chair 
in the mean time, for appearance fake, I affected 
to have ſome buſineſs in the room. 
© Did you not intend to afk ſomething of me, 
dear Baran e 5 3 

* To entreat your Highneſs to diſcover to me 


the ſorrow which oppreſſes you.” 
And what end will that anſwer? can you aſfiſt 
me? can you conduct me from a labyrinth in which 
I findmyſelf every hour more and more be wildered?ꝰ 
Elf I am not able to effect the laſt, will your 
Highneſs refufe me the happineſs to ſhare your 
_ misfortunes with you?? | 
1 The 


— 


— — —— — — 
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[ae 
The Prince loeked at him ſternly. It ſeemed 


to convey a great deal of information. What ik 
the Baron has written ſomething to Count O 
which he is not able to aer We, for in ſuch a man- 
ner as to clear his character! 

* Jou ſhall, you muſt know it,“ —ſaid he at 


> lifti—* for Lam well convinced of your ſecrecy Mil 
as to every thing that concerns me!“ TY 
At theſe words F. changed colour, and the Wl 
Prince, perceiving, it, went on: 8 


« You know that I was called to the 8 | 1 
I found him very ill. He had. ſcarcely ſufficient | 


ſtrength to raiſe himſelf in his, bed, and to give 
his hand.“ L have invited you to call on me, 
ſaid he, to give you a key to my conduct to-day. . Wl 


I am at the brink of the grave, and ſhould not 
like you to be impreſſed with the. idea that I have 
dcceived you., I know not the Armenian who is 

ſo much concerned in your hiſtory. I ſaw him 
but once in my life; your ſuſpicion was unfound- 

ed. How could I have a communication with a. 
being that. is ſupernatural. —He appeared to me 
and commanded me to perſuade you to go to that 
church. If. I fulfilled his requeſt, he would ac- 
knowledge my obedience to his command. It 
was for. that. purpoſe” only that he had ſelected me, 

and I know not that it was actually neceſſary. I 

liſtened to his commands with. terror and ſhould 

| have fulfilled them even if parricide had been re- 

quired to- do it. He defired me however to ob- 

ſerve the moſt profound ſecrecy, but my love for 
you. induces me to violate my promiſe, and as 1 
em verging towards the end of my days, nothing 
of any conſequence can befal me. Be it what it 
| may, it will only haſten my death, which L-look 
upon now as a welcome. friend; the very idea of 
i, raiſes my ſoul to the higheſt poet of "Now 
| ow. 
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Now arm yourſelf with courage deareſt Prince, 
10 hear a hiſtory that will make your hairs ſtand 
erett; and which will give you an idea of the ſu- 


9 4 pernatural greatneſs of that Armenian. To him 
may be aſcribed my acquaintance with you, and 


my preſent illneſs; for I was juſt on the point of 
anſwering your requeſt, to juſtify not only my 
character, but to give you 'alfo a perfect idea of 
this being. I thought in ſuch a caſe I was acting 
right, but” I found my tongue + cleave to the roof 
of my mouth, and all animation ſuſpended |—T 
have at preſent nothing more to dread, as death 
and my love for you raiſe: me above the power of 
fear: perhaps my diſcoveries may be uſeful to 
ou.” | : | 

ae” He .ſtopped ſuddenly. The haſty manner 
with which he ſpoke thoſe laſt words did-not eſcape 
me. He now ſeized my hand with great violence, 
and hurt me ſo much that I ſtill feel the pain. 

« Alas, protect me! protect me from his wrath” 
he exclaimed with a voice that chilled my very ſoul 
with horror. ; 
„Thou haſt not gone through the trial which 
thou oughteſt to have done, in order to gain ad- 
miſſion into the Temple of Truth, which thy 
mind entitled thee to. Attribute to thyſelf the 
conſequences of thy obſtinacy. Thou waſt very 
diſobedient to me 1-1 warned thee, thou didſt not 
attend. Oh fool! if thou hadſt not been at this 
preſent moment diſobedient, thou wouldſt have 
foon reached the goal!“ | 
Theſe words-were ſpoken by Tome one behind 
me, the voice of whom ſeemed to be known ts 
me. I looked-up and perceived the Armenian. 
* My aſtoniſnment was beyond all conception. 
He walked-with a ſlow ſtep through the room, and 
Y | 3 the 


4.3 


the door ſeemed to ſhut itſelf after him. My re- 
collection returned. Whatever I might undergo, 
the defire of ſpeaking to him ſuperſeded all my 
fears. I ruſhed out of the room, but no Armeni- 
an was to be ſeen, or heard of. Upon the ſtairs I 
met an old prieſt who had been — to the Mar- 
quis to give him extreme unction. I thought he 
could not have eſcaped him, but he had ſeen no- 
thing of him. That he had ſecreted himſelf was 
not in any manner poſſible, for he was obliged to 
go either down or up the the ſtaircaſe, and the 
Cardinal, who had juſt eome down, in the greateſt 
ſorrow, on aceount of the ſituation of his beloved 
nephew (who as you know, by his reformed man- 
ner of life had again acquired his eſteem) had 
likewiſe ſeen nothing of him, 

«© My mind was now-tormented with doubt and 
horror. 

« I went back REY the Cardinal to the room. 
He found the Marquis ſenſeleſs. I flattered myſelf 
that he would recover and finiſh the hiſtory, 
which had excited my curioſity ſo much. But 1 
hoped in vain; he continued deliriaus. The 
Cardinal refuſed er ee and abandoned him- 
' {elf to. deſpair. I could not endure a ſight ſo 
diſtreſſing, and when I reflected upon my o.] 
Gtuation I was half diſtracted. I would have 
readily ſacrificed my life could I but have diſeover- 
ed the Armenian.” 

« You will, ere long, - you ſhall be nearer 
acquainted with him, if your obedience makes 
you worthy of it,” exclaimed a hollow rens 
voice. A 

© My obedience ! ſaid the Prince,” after an 
exceeding long as his countenance and po- 
s tion hath announced perfect ſubmiſſion. in every 
thing. "I 

This 


N 


This very evening, at a late hour, we heard 


S2 
o, that the Marquis Civitella was no more. The 
oF Prince received the news with melancholy fi- 


lence. 


L could plainly ſee how deeply he felt 
his loſs. | 
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„LETTER IX. 
November the 17th. 


THEY have threatened to impriſon the Prince, 
if he does not pay his debts in twenty-four hours. 
I thought it would come to this; although I did | 
not believe that he had received his loans from the 
hands of uſurers. | 

All the creditors of the Prince are alarmed; 


for his inſolvent ſituation is every where known. 


The poor Prince! How ſhall we ſave him ?—You 


are not able to do it; for, in all probability, the 


money you are poſſeſſed of is not ſufficient. To 
extricate himſelf, he has offered to pay enormous 
intereſt, which exceeds even half of the capital, 
He has no friend to whom he can unfold his diſ- 
treſs. The kind Marquis is dead, and his uncle, 
the Cardinal, has, ſince his deceaſe, loſt his ſenſes, 
and is not to be ſpoken with. The ſituation of 
the Prinee is truly pitiable. Flight would be the 
only means to ſave him. Biondello propoſed it 
to him, but he is too noble to degrade his charac- 
"ter by ſuch a ſtep. He will wait the event with 
fortitude. 


” 


November the 1 $th. 


 TO-DAY 1 had that the Prince is not fo 
much involved, as I at firſt expeQed. The 
whole amount of his debts, with the intereſt, is 
about one hundred thouſand zechins: a large ſum 
certainly te be ſpent in ſo ſhort a time, but I hope 


that you will procure it. You have not told me 


how much you have received, but that it is a large 


fuml ally can imagine. God be thanked that it 
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is ſo, and that the Prince met with this misfortune. 
It will probably. be the road to his ſafety. Oh! 
how anxiouſly I wait for that period when you will 
ruſh into his arms, and ſave kim as a friend! 

Do not be aſtoniſhed, that I now contradict my 
former opinion, and beg that you will difcover 


yourſelf to him. It is ſurely the beſt plan we 


ean purſue. He will, in his preſent ſituation, 
acknowledge your kindneſs with double the grati- 
tude. Such affection will rivet him to you for 
ever. You will repreſent me to him as your friend, 
who worked with you for his ſafety ; my letters to 
you, and moreover my ability in mountebank 
tricks, by which they have deceived him, will 
convince him of the fact, and will open his eyes, 
or at leaſt may give him a ſuſpicion of the people 
in whom he has put fo much confidence. We 
ſhall ſave him; he will fly with us from this vile 
city, and be reſtored and reconeiled to his court. 

Oh that I were able to relate to you all the good con- 
ſequences which will follow this proceeding! But 
all this is unneceſſary; vou do not want any induce- 
ment to urge you to ac magnanimouſly but uſe 
all the expedition in your power, for, before ſun- 
ſet, the Prince will be arreſted, and he cannot ex- 
pect any indulgence from uſurers! 

P. S. Do not give yourſelf any further trou- 
ble, friend; all our fears, for the preſent, are 
gone. The debts of the Prince are paid; and he 
has obtained further ſums of money, juſt as I was 
going to ſeal this letter. But misfortune ſometimes 
proves a benefit, for what ſhould we have done, 
if J had known it, a few hours later? We ſhould 
have betrayed ourſ-lves, and perhaps have loſt all 
means to proſecute our undertaking. But I fill, 
have great hopes, and it makes me tolerably eaſy 
in my unpleaſant ſituation. And do you know 

VOL, II Cc | who 
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who has paid all theſe ſums ?—The Armenian 
For what reaſon does this man haunt the Prir.ce ? 
'This 1s a certain proof, that the ſcheme they are 
trying is of conſequence. 

The Prince was prepared for the arreſt; and 
conceive his aſtoniſhment, when the creditors 
.came to give him their receipts, and returned him 
the money he had advanced to them on ac- 
count. 

They all begged pardon for their conduct, and 
aſſured him that they would not have taken violent 
meaſures, if they had not been made anxious for 
their money, and to loſe it would have made them 
beggars. Who urged them to be ſo clamorous, 
he could not imagine. Although the Prince was 
aſtoniſhed that the Armenian had paid his debts, he 
had ſenſe enough to appear as if he knew of the 
proceeding, and this induced the creditors to think 
that the money came from his court. 

The Armenian could not have found a better 
opportunity to make the Prince attached to him. 
He thinks of nothing but him, and is more anxious 
to learn who he is. He has forgot Civitella's 
death. 5 

You go about the town in different characters,; 
have you not been able to find out who the Ar- 
menian is? 
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ce? 
Es LETTER X. 
and JOHNSON TO LORD SEYMOUR. 
"on November the 234. 
him 
*c- THE. Prince is always with the Biſhop; and I 
know that their converſation is generally upon re- 
and RE ligious topics. It is a great pity that I cannot con- 
lent | ſtantly be preſent ſor I hear only detached ſenten- 
for XX ces, but from them I conclude, that the Prince 
dem vill remain firm to his opinion, until thoroughly. 
cus, convinced to the contrary. / 
Was 5 The Biſhop appears every hour in a more ami- 
„he bie light. The mildneſs which he always ſhews, 
the when endeavouring to controvert the objeQtions of 
unk XX the Prince (which I muſt confeſs are often ſupport- 
ed with great warmth) is inimitable, and is the 
tter ſincereſt proof, how much he wiſhes to appear like 
pms the man of God, whoſe doctrines he preaches. 
N His talents in Theology, added to his eloquence, 
la's place every thing in the cleareſt light, ſo that it 
is impoſſible for any perſon to err in his opinion, 
. It always gave me the greateſt happineſs, to 
Ar- aſſiſt ſuch a converſation, if it was poſſible for me 
to do it. | 1 | . 
To day I was very fortunate. I will put as. 
much of the Wen down as I can recollect. 
You will wonder that the Biſhop does not betray 
the Catholic, who with the ſword of faith cuts his 
way through all difficulties. He wiſhes to explain 
- them, and to ſhew fundamentally to the Prince, 


how much is gained by a religion, which adopts a. 
Supreme Being, and holds out.a recompence for 
our good actions. It is very ſeldom that he men- 
tions the proſcribed religion in the Holy Scriptures, 

| C 2 and 


(807 


and if he does, it is only when the Prince enquires 
about it. You ſee that he does not preſs it upon 
him, but goes ſtep by ſtep. -I am wandering from 
the ſubject ;—1 promiſed to relate you to-day's con- 
verſation. 
With the greateſt impatience the Prince . 
for the Biſnop. At laſt he came. He haſtened to 
conduct him to his arm chair, which is always ſet 
ready for him. 
* have waited with anxiety for your arrival, 
dear father]! A new doubt has ariſen within me 
concerning the exiſtence of a Supreme Being.“ 
* A doubt of the exiſtence of a Supreme Be- 
ing Oh! I am very ſorry for that! Then we MY 
are not ſo far advanced as I believed. How is it F 
poſſible that you can even admit ſuch a thought?“ Wi 
* I have been reading this book It is beauti- 
fully written. So convincing !” (here he gave the 
bock to the Biſhop. ) 
Not convincing, Prince, but ſeduQtive,_" | 
Truth does not want any colour. I know the 
book. It is beautifully written, and for that rea- 
fon ſo much the more dangerous. We feel not Ml 
immediately the effect of poiſon that is hidden 
beneath ſugar, and when we diſcover it, antidotes 
come too late.“ 
At theſe words the book was thrown into the 
fire and conſumed. The Prince looked at the 
Biſhop with a .countenance full of anger. This 
did not eſcape the Biſhop. 8 
& Do you regret the loſs of the book —If fo, 
I am ſorry that I deftroyed it ! But I hope not!” 
«© You told me, SAC 2 that reaſonable doubts 
would lead me nearer to the truth.” 
. es, Prince; but did that book contain ſuch? 
And if it were ſo, you ſhould not read it in your 
preſent ſituation. It will make you more difficult 
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eure than the firſt illneſs. 


. 
to be brought into the way of truth, and probably 
prevent your obtaining that end, by the rejection 
of which you have loſt ſo much already. A 


patient muſt ſubmit to the preſcriptions of the 
phyſician, and the convaleſcent muſt not be per- 


mitted to indulge in every kind of eatable, for 


fear of a relapſe, which often is more difficult to 
So ſoon as you have 
acquired the true principles to act upon, you may 
read that book: you will then pity the author, and 
become firmer in the ſupport of truth.” 

Permit me to afk you a few queſtions, Why 
do we worſhip God?“ | 

c Becauſe he is the moſt perfect being.” 

And from whence do we know that f” 

c We conelude from the creation of the world.“ 

But this concluſion would be wrong if the 
world created itſelf?“ 

* Undoubtedly.” 

„ There would alſo be no God, if he were 
not, at the ſame time, the Creator ?” 

This follows from the idea which we have of 
him. An inactive God, were no God at all; at 
leaſt he could have no influence over us.” | 

And if it were ſo? If the creation were a mat- 
ter of chance ?” | 

© If I thought that in any manner poſſible, I 
would give up my opinion withont heſitation.” 


*Poſſible]! You agree with me that all things 
are poſſible.” 


„The ideas of a madman !” 
Do you reckon, then, that the learned, witty 
and ſpirited * o] * * *re was mad?” EE 
He proves it himſelf by many of his opinions; 
but do you not believe that a mad man may be rea- 
ſonable in ſeveral things, whilſt his malady cen- 
tres upon one particular point? Have you not 
experienced” 


(. 30. } 


Ghoſt; and yet in every thing elſe was a rational 
and clever man.” 

& But the differenee is that the former had 
grounds for his opinion, but the latter none.“ 

* Have you ever heard them? And will you 
honour his folly with the name of reaſon?” I 
could, on the retroſpect of your *ol ***re, return 
the objeQtion upon you: But we are departing 
from aur point. Teil me ſincerely, do you not 
perceive the abſurdity of the idea that the world 
created itſelf? Is the Creator and the creature 
the ſame? Did not the contradiction ſtrike you 
at the firſt moment? Is it eaſier for you, and 
more adequate to your reaſon, to believe that the 
. world was formed by chance, than to acknowledge 
an Almighty, all wiſe, and good Creator? Oh, 
Prince! how much are you corrupted by this ſhame- 
tul book !”? 

« Certainly, if you ſuppoſe that the world, be- 
fore it exiſted, poſſeſſed within itſelf a power by 
which it produced itſelf, this would be undoubted- 
ly the greateſt contradiftion :—but ] do not ſup— 
poſe ſo; its materials did exiſt, and conſiſted 
merely in little ſolid indiviſible bodies or parts, 
which are called atoms. Theſe from their gravity 
had been falling from eternity, in perpendicular 
tines through the immenſity of ſpace. One of 
theſe forſook fortuitouſly its perpendicular dire di- 
on, carried along with it a ſecond, and theſe two 
Kill more, and from this concurrence aroſe Heaven 
and Farth, and all which exiſts in them.” 

* And you take this nonſenſe for probability ? 
However, we will conſider every part of your 
ſy ſtera ſeparately, which you muſt not think to be 
the invention of your Author ; for fiſt De- 
mocritus, and after him Epicurus adopted it; and 
Cicero has ſo excellently refuted it, that this glove 
wou 


experienced it by a living example in father 
Florentino, who thought that he was the Holy 
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pe quite ſufficient, He ſays, ſomewhere, to the 
beſt of my recolletion*F— 
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phat any one ſhould maintain that this beau- 


tiful and perfect world was formed accidentally 
from ſingle and ſolid corpuſcles, I am: not much 
ſurprized; but I do not at all perceive, why ſuch: 
a one ſhould not believe, that if we ſhook to- 
gether a great number of letters and threw them 
upon the earth, the Annals of Ennius would ariſe 
I do not think that chance could 
ever compoſe one verſe. And ſtill further, if Lam 
not miſtaken,” continues he, if the world 
could have been formed by the junction of atoms, 
why did they not form ſome city, or a colonace, 
or temple, or a houſe, ſince all theſe require leſs, 
and are more eafily conſtructed? However, as L 
ſaid before, we will not reſt our proofs upon the 
authority of another, but go regularly through the 
ſyſtem, for it loſes much by the hypotheſis with 
which you are obliged to preface it.“ | 

* You ſuppoſe it ſpace, in which the atoms 
exiſted, and were falling perpendicularly; that 
accident has driven one from its courſe towards 
another, and that theſe two again carried away 
more with them, and by that means every thing 
was created, Now give me leave to aſ you 
What is ſpace ?—Can- you form to yourſelf any 
other idea of it than (what expreſſion muſt I uſe) 
the circumference of the univerſe ? 

The Price remained fiſent, 

LI cannot, Fo me the idea of ſpace is inſe- 
parable, from that of the corporeal world, as the 
idea of ſhade is from that of light. And if you 
fuppoſe an infinite ſpace !' It does not, however, 
follow from that, that an infinite number of bo- 
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dies alſo muſt have exiſted, which it had ſurround- 
ed! For would not this be a new contradiction? 
However, we will let that alone; for the idea of 
ſpace is bexond my philoſophy, and I had rather 
confeſs this, than dogmatically obtrude my opini- 
on upon any one But let us proceed till further. 
I will aft you, what the atoms mutt pecultarly be, 
for you could give me no other anſwer en that 
head, than propoſi ng to me, as you already have 
done, a new hy potheſis. But how can you main- 
tain that they fel] perpendicularly, as there exiſted 
no baſis, irom which they could at firſt have taken 
their poſition ? What was in the boundleſs and 
empty ſpace, according to your ideas, either he- 
neath or above? And if I ſhould not conſider 
that, but ſuppoſe every thing to have been as you 
fay it was, what power was it then, which drove 
the örſt of thoſe atoms from its original direction 
towards another, and theſe again to others? And 
in ſhort, where was the point at which they ceaſed 
to fall in perpendicular lines? Was it chance? 
Muſt that not alfo have its origin? or, to expreſs 
myſelf more clearly, muſt not fome power pre- 
cede that which cauſes this chance If we know 
that power, we no longer call it chance. From 
hence it ſeems, that a circumſtance may appear to 
be accidental to one perſon and not to another, Ts 


this evident to you? 


88 Perfectly.“ | 

© Does it not ſtill follow that a circumſtance may 
appear to us merely accidental, which is not ſo in 
itſelf ? 

& it does not ſeem to be otherwiſe.” 

& That moreover the concatenation of the 


atoms cannot be in itſelf accidental, but muſt only. 
appear ſo to us?“ 


6 Certainly.” 
« And 


Col 
& And how, if chance brought them together 


WW muſt not one of them have wandered from its 
be original direction! ? Is not this as much as ſaying 
_ that there was a power proviewlly exiſting which 
"RS cauſed this?“ 


« After all the concluſions which you premiſed; 


it muſt be ſo!” 


„ And what is this power, if it is not God - 


FX Do not theſe contradictions ftrike you But to 


conclude entirely; I will grant that every thing 


9 hitberto was the effect of thought; who arranged 


theſe atoms ſo as to form ſuch an admirable an! 
wonderful maſterpiece as the boundleſs univerſe? 

Who breathed life into man and brute? Who 
was able to unite every thing together ſo that. there 
is no where to be found one vacancy, but in every 
place the moſt perfect order? - Who ęreated thoſe 
atoms? Oh Prince ! do you not feel within your- 


lelf that it muſt be a God?“ 


Nes, I feel it, and always have felt it; but [ 
would willingly be able 10 prove it, and from 
thence areſe my doubts. Would you have me 
take a ſentiment for truth?“ 

„To what point will you at laſt come TT: 
not the reflection, that there is a God, who 
watches over our fate, more agreeable than the 
ſuppoſition that we.are dependent upon ghance ?” 

Ves, upon that very ground I ſhould like to 
have incontrovertible neaſons to convince me of 
H. 

„Oh Prince! I am ſorry that you ſhould Kill 
gefire them. How could you by your feeble rea- 
Ton form an idea of a being for whom we have 
not even any ſufficent expreſſion; who is far toe 
ſublime to be repreſented at all by ww” 

But wby ſhould our underſtandinge be limited 
Cc 3 exactly 


( 34 
exactly there, when it would be ſo beneficial to 0 
us if we could fee further?“ 5. 
* Why has not a child the underſtanding of a 
man ?—Could not God when he was forming his 
creatures, give them the minds of angels?—and | ” 
is a truth leſs a truth becauſe we cannot prove it 2M 
a priori? - Can you prove to any one the exiſt. | " 
ence of the ſun, or even your own exiſtence??? 
«He ſees both, and that is the beſt proof.” 
4% But how will you convince an idealiſt who 
conſiders every thing, except himſelf as a decep- 
tion ?—You ſee from this, that the moſt evident | 1 
and cleareſt truths are the leaſt demonſtrable ex- 1 
cept by experience. Vet | will ſee whether the 
creature is able to give a proof of the exiſtence of i 3 
his eternal oreator!“ 8 
* It you diſcover upon a deſart iſland ſome con- 

ſiderable work, would you not conclude from Ro 
IN 

thence that men muſt have lived there before, to 
u hom it owes its origin?“ B 
% Undoubtedly,” 1 
„Or could you ſuppoſe, that the wind had 
driven together the materials from every country, WR 
and united them together according to the rules of 
art? would you not think him a madman who 
would ſupport ſuch a ſuppoſition 2? 3 
I could not think otherwiſe.” . "RY 
* And what is more natural than the concluſi- 8 
on: that there is a world, and eonſequently a 
Creator. We perccive the effect, and muſt ac- 
| knowledge the cauſe. To me this is very clear; Wl 
and if you will not grant that, you muſt, how- 
ever, at leaſt confeſs that we have more proofs 1 
for, than againſt the exiſtence of a God! And if 
this is the caſe, acknowledge then with humility Wl 
the limits of our ur reaſon, which we cannot go be- 

yond, 


8 © 
acial to yond, without irrecoverably bewildering ourſelves; 
and adore that whieh you cannot cemprehend.“ 
ig of 2 Doring this diſcourſe the night had come on. 
ing his The Heavens were ſerene, and illuminated with 
?—and ſparkling ſtars. The Biſhop opened the window, 
rove it and ted the Prince to it. | i 
exiſt . | «« Behold?” ſaid he, the immeaſurable expanſe, 
in which are myriads of worlds, that our eye is 
not able to reach. Adore him whom you are not 
t who able to comprehend !”? i 
dece p- The Prince ſunk upon his knees, and the Biſhop 
vident with him. | EE 
= ä „Ves, here in the duſt do I adore thee, oh 
er the Eternal God! Oh pardon, pardon the weakneſs of 
nce of thy feeble creature! Thou univerſe, and ye innu- 
XX mecrable worlds, proclaim to me that there is a 
God, our Cicator! Yes, thou art! thou art! thou 
art” 5 
To this ſcene, which never will be eraſed from 
my memory, there ſucceeded a long pauſe. No 
found of prayer was perceptible ; but it was ſuffi- 
ciently evident, from the countenance of the ſup- 
plicants, that no words could expreſs their feelings, 
which could only be intelligible to him who knows 
our thoughts even before they exiſt. 


e con- 
from 7 
Tc, to 


ntry, | 
les of | 
who 


cluſi- LET= 
ly a 
ſt ac- 
lear; | 
hows 
roofs 
nd if 
ility 
be- 
ond, 


2 * r 8 * : : 8 
2 Ry So, 5 ; es 
- ere eee . a * £3 n * * *. r 
( . n g eee BS >; r - 
. "Hey * 8 2 * 832 3 Ex Lt 
mY - . L - at * mo ? —— Ea þ l 
TORS 3 3 3 n VS P 2 — IR . 
FFP PP. A EEE „„ 
n n . 2 P'S 5 nf r 5 7 -. 4 
Pp a LEM J of on o „ > . 3 8 2 r og N 
. 5 m— * «> - I a4 W : \ 7-5 3 2 <. 
. - 7 n 2 ns 1 1 xt 1. >» 
* * OR - 7 1 8 7 r ITT. 
a * — PF bes „ 3 9 
x : N 8 5 


3 


LETTER XI. 7 
JOHNSON TO LORD SEYMOUR. 


December the 2d, 


FT is true, that for this time, my letter will 
reach you a conſiderable time later than formerly. 
I had no ſubject to write upon; all is in a flatu qua. Wi 
The Biſhop viſits the Prince, and the Prince re- 
turns his viſit; their fondneſs for each other in- WY 
creaſes daily. But it is very ſingular to me, that 
the Prince ſhould find it ſo difficult to purſue the 
right road. He is now in the extreme, and it 
wants very little to make him a bigotted fanatic. WM 
Whilſt he acknowledges the principal truths of our 
religion, other ideas "have again aſſociated tem- 
ſelves, which, perhaps, prejudice and education MY 

have cemented to his ſoul, and render it, for that 1 5 
reaſon, more difficult for him to get tlie better of 9 
them. The 3 is not at all pleaſed with that; ü 
but what can he do? 3 

He is afraid to root out the wheat with the 
weeds, and ſeems only to wait for a certain time, 

= when he has nothing more to fear from that; and 

| the Prince is convinced of the truth. To work 


4 there is nothing left untried. 
4} The Prince has got acquainted, through the 
$4 Biſhop, with ſeveral Prieſts, but principally with 


one Sebaſitan, who has ſhewn a great affection 
for him, and is his perpetual companion. No 
wonder that he is very often with us, for the 
Prince—(who has already repoſed an unlimited 
| confidence in the Biſhop) looks upon this favourite 
bi in a very high light. "Thus much 1s certain, that 
| this Sebaſtian is a man of the world; but that he 
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is poſſeſſed of the goodneſs of heart which charac- 
terizes the Biſhop, I have my doubts. The hy- 
pocrite appears in his countenance, although he 
knows how to hide it. That the Biſhop does not 
T8 ſuſpect him, proves nothing in favour of him that 
RE will ſubvert my opinion; for, it is well known 
that the beſt of hearts are frequently the eaſieſt 
to be impoſed upon. 

The Biſhop has indeed great {kill in finding out 
the character of a man; but he did not ſee this 
Sebaſtian behind the ſcenes, as I did; they think 
nothing of him, and, on that account, do not ſuſ- 
pect him. What confirms the truth of my for- 
mer aſſertion, is, that Sebaſtian encourages the 
Prince in his fanatical manner of thinking ; he 
acts thus before him; but, when the Biſhop is 
preſent, he diſplays again the man of ſcience, 
who only is ſatished with the marrow, and throws 
away the bones. But with what ſkill he contrives 
all this you muſt judge tor, yourſelf, It is fingular 
that the Prince aid not diſcover any thing in him, 
although he is not quite blind in ſuch caſes. Yet 
1 will, for the preſent, ſuſpend my judgment. 
Perhaps | may have been miſtaken. Since I have 
known the Biſhop, I have quite another opinion 
af ſome of the prieſts here. 

The Armenian and his companions have not 
made the leaſt noiſe, and the Prince, deſirous of 
hearing ſomething certain about thim, becomes 
daily more and more impatient; for, theſe words, 
Thou fhalt know him nearer, if thy obedience 
makes thee worthy of it.” And alſo the hiſtory of 
Civitella ſtill perplexes him. _ 

The Prince cannot ſpeak to the Cardinal; for 
his illneſs has rather encreaſed than leſſened. To 
avoid any thing that might remind him of his ne- 
phew, he is gone to his eſtate in the country. 

i. | December 


C3) 
December the 4t5. 


HOW ſhall I relate to you a piece of news 
which cauſes the greatelt ſorrow? God of hea- 
ven! Muſt every thing that is good and virtuous 
fall to the ground? 

was obliged io recover the ſhock I received be- 
fore I could continue writing. 
dead! 
had an epileptic fit. All lament his death; bur 
the Prince is inconſolable. Alas! he has ſuffered 
a great loſs! He was here laſt night, with ſeve- 
ral other prieſts and father Sebaſtian. He enter- 
tained the ſociety till late at night, with the viva- 
city of his converſation, and was fo well pleaſed 
with his viſit that he neglected going to reſt at his 
uſual hour, which he ſeldom miſſed. 

Before he went home, he complained of the 
head-ach; but, he obferved alſo, that he had ſuch 
attacks very often, and no perſon thought that 
they were the forerunners of bad conſequences, 
He is no more. 

If ever you ſhed tears for a good man, ſacrifice 
one to the memory of him In him the Prince— 
alas! not the Prince onlv; in him the world has 
ſuffered an irreparable loſs! He was the firm ſup- 
orter of humanity. 

I never ſpoke to him; I only ſaw his ations; 
but, from thoſe, I cannot think any man ever was 
more worthy of eſteem than he Was. 

If ſaints are worſhipped, he certainly ought 
to occupy the higheſt place amon them, for, al- 
though he neglected the ſcourge, he fulfilled the 
will. of Ged— 

I have juſt left the Prince. He weeps for him! 
Sorrow ſometimes becomes a pleaſure.— He had 
a great deſire to ſee the corpſe of his beloved friend 
once 


The Biſhop is. 
To-gday we receive the terrible news. He 
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once more; but he was not admitted. They ſaid 
that they had forwarded it immediately, according 
to his laſt will, to F*mo, as ſoon as they were 
ſure of his being dead; for he deſired to reſt near 
the remains of his friends—I hape this is true, 
and that he was not ſacrificed to malice! The ſud- 
den removal of the corpſe certainly makes this 
\ ſomewhat probable. 

I was in the Prince's room when father Sebaſti- 
an came with a ſcaled parcel. 

« Here is ſomething for you, from our deceaſed 
friend; perbaps it contains his laſt will, which he 
truſts to your care, I ſaw itin his writing deſk, 
before they tound him dead. The direction ſtruck 
me, and the addition upon it, to deliver it to you 
immediately after his death, may excuſe this ſud- 
den ſtep which] have taken, for having brought it 
to you without the knowledge of any other perſon.” 

Tears almoſt made the words of Sebaſtian vain- 
telligible. Oh! | certainly have wronged him 
ſor he ſeriouſly bewails the death of the Biſhop ! "he 
But it may be diſſimulation. 

The Prince thanked him. He opened the par- 
cel immediately, and run over it's contents haſtily, 
which ſeemed to make a deep impreſſion on him. 
He communicated nothing to the prieſt, and lock- 
ed himſelf up in his room, as ſoon as he was gone. 

I could not learn any thing about it; but I feel 
ſo much intereſted in it, that I ſhall not think it 
diſhonourable to open the writing deſk of the 
Prince, as ſoon as ar; opportunity offers. Perhaps 
we may obtain a key to many other things. 

I ſhall, in this inſtance, make ſome extraQts, 
by which means you will be able to judge for 
yourſelf. I wiſhed long ago to do ſo, but found 
no opportunity. 

The parcel muſt contain intelligence of great 


conſequence 
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eonſequence. The Prince is ſtill engaged in peru- 
ſing it, and has given orders for us to ſuffer no 
perſon to enter his room. His countenance is 
{31 very ſerious and gloomy ; his eyes ſeem to exprets 
SEE aſtoniſhment and rage; his ſorrows, which the 
+5 death of the Biſhop had 'occaſioned, appear to be 
forgotten. My curioſity is ratſed to the higheſt 
pitch, and I can ſcarcely wait for the beſt time to 
ſatisfy myſelf and you. 
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LETTER XII. 
JOHNSON TO LORD SEYMOUR. 


December the gth. 


ARM yourſelf, friend, to hear things which 
vill aſtoniſh you. My conjeCtures have not de- 
E ocived me. The parcel contains things of the 
= greatcſt conſequence. The whole of latt night L 
WW {ent in reading it through, at the greateſt hazard 
of being diſcovered, The Prince does not go out 
ſo generally as he did, but receives his viſitors in 
his hotel. And, if that did not happen, 1 Was 
prevented by other circ:mftances from purſuing 
my plan. Laſt night he went to-bed very early, 
and I ventured to creep into his room, although 
ſome of his people ſleep under it, With the great- 
eſt care I opened the writing-deſk, and took out 
WE the parcel. The contents I here comnrunicate to 
BE ou. 
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* My death unravels 2 hiſtory which I was 
WE oÞliged to conceal from you, during my=life time, 
F | to continue unknown, It was my only wiſh to 
ve in obſcurity, for I could not expect ever to 
obtain the ſovereignty: liſten then to my hiſtory 
from the beginning to the end. I ama 
Prince, and the eldeſt brother of the preſent re- 
gent . . ,-! would not diſcover myſelf to you, 
fearful that I might inflame you to unſeaſonable 
revenge, and by that means deprive myſelf of 
my quietude. As ſoon as my duty called me to 
your aſſiſtance, my heart willingly accorded with 


* 
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the invitation, and it coſt me a deſperate ſtrugglfe 
to obtain that fortitude, which was required, not 
to preſs you, my nephew, immediately to my 
heart; and, Jam confident, you muſt have per- 
ceived my embarraſſment” at our firſt interview, 
which aroſe from the ſame cauſe. I-thought it Wl 


prudent to act thus, as I wiſhed to go down in 
peace to my grave, becauſe I was not ſure that in 
diſeovering myſelt to you, you might, perhaps, 
have unintentionally betrayed me. The following 


hiſtory will convince you that I am your near 


= 5a 0 

*I was heir to the crown, and of my three 
other brothers there remains only the preſent ***, | 

and your uncle. Your father is no more; he was 
the deareſt to me, and I ſhall probably meet him 
again in a better world, after a long ſeparation. 
Between. rae and the preſe nt ****: there exiſted, 
from our infancv, a. rooted diſlike to Aber, 
which criginated from our being ſuch oppoſite cha- 
rafters. As he advanced in years his enmity be- 
came worſe ; for he eaſily perceived, that 1 was 
ſuperior to him in rank, and that the crown was 
my inheritance, His ambition made the firſt intole- 
rable to him, and, in the laſt, he was actuated by 
the impolitic delice of an abſolute authority. He 
ſought as much as poſſible to avoid my ſociety, and 
treated me with-that ceremony which is need 
and. practiſed only by thoſe who regard not the 
tender ties of relationſhip. He never called me 
brother, and the more | endeavoured to win his 
affection by mv good conduct, the more he ab- 
ſented himſelf from me. Nature had endowed 
me with ſuperior talents, which cauſed my pa- 
rents, and the other parts of the family, to love 
me ſincerely, and which increaſed his hatred.— 
On the POLAR Ys OUT father was ſo much the more 
attached 
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engaged in the war which broke out with the 
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attached to me, andGod grant thatyou may enjoy 


5 1 that happineſs, which his brotherly love gave me. 


My father was very feeble, and gradually declined 
in his health. He had a great deſire to ſee me 
married in his life, to witneſs, pgrhaps an off- 
ſpring. How was it poſſible for me not to fulfil the 
will of a father,. who only entreated where he 
could have commanded, The convention pointed 
out to me a ſpouſe from the d“ houfe, and it 
was a pleaſant circumſtance to me, that | had three 
fiiters to chooſe from. I did not heſitate which to 
aecept. I pitched upon Amelia, who although 
not ſo beautiful as her ſiſters, yet far ſurpaſſed 
them in livelineſs and temper. "Though my hairs 
have long been whitened by, age, yet whilſt I 
write this I ſhed tears of joy, ſacred to the day 
when ſhe ſwore eternal love to me at the altar.— 
When the ceremony was concluded, I conducted 
my ſpouſe as the hereditary princeſs, to my fa- 
ther's houſe. - She loved me, not as royal conſort, 
to whom the homage of a court was due, but one 
whom ſhe could preſs tenderly to her heart as her 
huſband and- friend. I was the happieſt man in 
the world—T ſeldom quitted the ſociety of my 
Amelia; ſhe was all to me. Such perfect domeſ- 
tic happineſs as we enjoyed few princes can boaſt 
of. Our mutual love and happineſs was every 
where ſpoken of with veneration. Before a year 
was elapſed, ſhe was brought to-bed of a boy, 
and the country celebrated this event with great 
ſplendor. She nouriſhed him at her breaſt, and 
and delighted to ſee him walk in leading ſtrings. 
It was firmly reſolved not to truſt the child in the 
hands of hirelings, but to educate him ourſelves. 
Alas l my happineſs was too great to laſt long —l 
was ſoon daſhed from its pinnacle. My father 
ene- 
mies 
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mies of his allies, the * d, My duty caſſed mn 
me into the field. The love I bore your father, 
who had already ſuffered much from the enemy, RY 
overcame the anxieties of my beloved ſpouſe. — 
She diſmiſſed me with fortitude, without a tear, 
yet ſhe could not conceal the emotions of her 
ſoul, when ſhe thought we might never meet 
again. Her laſt prayer was for my ſafety. 1 
mounted my horſe. The ſound of drums and 
trumpets chaſed every weak ſenſation from my ml 
mind, and, courageouſly, I led my ſoldiers to the Wn 
field of battle. They were all well diſciplined, 
and I had their confidence and love: what could 
I hope otherwiſe than to return home victorious? i 
My firſt plans ſucceeded. From two battles I 
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returned a conqueror, and the enemy began alrea- 
dy to fear my ſuperiority. One effort more was 


to be made upon the fortreſs of ** **, and 
which, if I ſucceeded in taking, all would be com- 
pleted. The evening before the battle, I encou- 
raged my ſoldiers, and all ſwore either to be victo. 
rious or to die. At the break of day, we marche.l il 
to meet the enemy, and formed a line of battle in 
a place well ſituated for the purpoſe. My men 
fought like lions, and the enemy behaved with 
equal gallantry. They were well aware how much 
they were intereſted in the event, and victory re- 
mained long unilecided. At laſt it proved in fa- 
vour of us. The enemy began to yield, and-T 
commanded the heavy cavalry to charge ſword 
1 hand. I headed my people, which inflamed 
them with new courage. A ball which ſtruck me 
upon my head, cauſed me to fall from my horſe, . 
and four months I lingered without my ſenſes. —_"—_ Ml 
When | came to myſelf I found that I was in the 
hands of my enemies. They had difcovered me 
naked upon the field of battle; and, when they 

| ſaw 


aquiries were after my father and * 


4-48 3 


3 aw ſigns cf life in me, I was carried with the 
Founded to the hoſpital. The contuſion in my 
head was very dangerous; they were obliged to 
trepan me; and, after the accounts which they 
gave me, as to the manner that they proceeded, 
e 8 . . | . RET 

EF it is almoſt incredible how I efcaped with my life. 


Alas! better had it been that I had died, for the 


ſorrows which I was doomed to ſuſfer, were almoſt 
too much for me to bear, and I am not able to 
A omprehend how I ſurvived them. My firſt in- 
wife: alas! 
W oh God! what did I hear? As ſoon as I fell 
from my horſe, the courage of my men failed 


them, and, the enemy taking advantage of their 
confuſion, made a fierce attack, and gained with 


eaſe a compleat victory. This unhappy news 


cauſed my father's death, and my wife ſoon follow- 


* ed him. My little ſon alſo died-a few weeks 
after. My eldeſt brother had uſurped the reins 


of government in the name of my child, who 


= was not old enough, and he was proclaimed re- 
gent of * with the greateſt fplendor. What IL 
felt by this information no words can expreſs. I 
had loſt all! .I thought it not proper to make. 
myſelf known; and, when I was entirely reſtoredy 
they diſmiſſed me without ranſom, and many of 
== the officers there made me rich preſents. I would 
WF not venture to wait upon my brother, though he 
ſcemed to me very friendly, during the war, in 
which he alſo had aſſiſted. It was as if a ſecret. 
power deſtined me for deſtrudtion. How could I. 
be an agreeable gueſt, as my exiſtence muſh ne- 
ceſſarily deprive him of the crown, and I could 
not expect any mercy from him in that caſe, as. 
he always hated me; and the love which he. 
thowed me during the campaign diſplayed. only 
his hypoeriſy, as I could eaſily perceive. I-went 

| | . to 
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infinitely better to do ſo, than to try to aſcend the 


2. As it began to grow dark when arrived, 


( 46 ) 
to my father-in-law ; but I was a long time before 
I could ſpeak to him, for, in my dreſs they would 
not ſuffer me to approach him, and | was not wil- 
ling to diſcover myſelf to any body but to him. 
At laſt I ſucceeded in obtaining a hearing, whilſt 
he was walking to his carriage at a country ſeat, 
for which opportunity I was obliged to wait for 
more than four hours; but the iſſue of it was not 
what I expeQed. Uineſs and ſorrow had quite 
disfigured me—he thought me an impoſtor; and [ 
ought to thank 'God that I was not dragged to a 
dungeon. I mentioned to him every trifling circum- 
ſtance, even when I courted his daughter; but it 
was of no uſe. The cleareſt proof to the contrary 
was, that they had found my corpſe upon the 
field of battle; that my wife and brothers had 
acknowledged it to be ſuch, and that it was buried 
in the vault of my anceſtors, and that they ſtill 
mourned my death. To recover my loſt crown 
ſeemed to me impoſſible. My ſecond brother, on 
whom I refted my hopes, was upon his travels, I 
made myſelt eaſy in my ſituation, and thought it 
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throne by the blood of my fellow C'* tures, even 
if it were poſſible for me to find a powef to aſſiſt 
me, ſince ſucceſs in the attempt would not have 
been any recompence to me, for that which I had 
Joſt. I bought with the money that | was poſſeſſed 
of, a guittar, entirely -reconciled myſelf to my 
fate; and, without having any plan for the future, 
1 travelled from place to place, and earned my 
bread at the doors of wealthy people. This man- 
ner of life perfectly agreed with my ſituation, for, 
as every thing in the world had diode indifferent 
to me, I found it welcome to me. I happened one 
day 'to paſs through a-village on the borders of 


I reſolved 
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i reſolved to paſs the night there. It was on 

FF. Sunday ; and I was entreated by the gueſts of 

the ale-hovſe to entertain them with my guittar. 

r began, and ſang a romance which I had compo- 

ed myſelf from my own hiſtory, but which could 

not eaſily: be diſeovered, becauſe it treated of a 

prince who was in the power of malevolent fairies. 

48 I uſed to ſing it better than any other, for it was 
b my favourite ſong, as my ſenſations. could be more 
FM firongly expreſſed by it, and without betraying 
AWE myſelf; for who would have ſuſpected in my 
peiſon the ' hereditary Prince of *****, whom 
they concluded was no more. I felt a particular 
ſorrow ſo long as I travelled in my native coun- 
2 ry, when the bells rang for my deaths, and 
which had already announced that my Amelia 
was no more—alas! could I but have recovered 
ber again, how willingly would I have renounced 
all claims to the diadem and purple robes. The 
F tolling of bells brought her loſs freſh to my mind, 
and it was as if my heart was ſevered by a two- 
edged ſword, I was attentive to my guittar, and 
ſaw not what was going forwards about me. I 
bad finiſhed. The country people were all ſitting 
round me, and almoſt loſt in aſtoniſhment, The 
WT landlord an invalid, with a wooden leg, ſtood be- 
fore me in a ſoldiei's dreſs, and ſurveyed me nar- 
WT rowly ; I thought his countenance was familiar to 
me. Fetch the beſt that you have in your houſe, 
mother, he exclaimed, '** and put it before the 
WE guittar-man.” He came nearer to me, and ſaid— 
wg © Perhaps you do not know what a happy day 
this is to me; your ſong is a faithful repreſentati- 


$ It is a cuſtom in Germany, whenever a' Prince dies co 
Ling the paſſing- bell every evening for a certain period; 
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on of the fate of our hereditary prince.“ He ol 
off his cap. I became anxious. I ſerved under 
him, and was in the ſame engagement, when he 5 
loſt his life and I my leg. I would willingly have 
tied in his ſfead! 1 raſcal who ſhothim l— 8 
but we dare not ſpeak what we know; if he was 
alive, it would be better for our country.“ Ves, 
ſaid the countryman, and praiſed me ſo much, that 
I was ſcarcely able to maintain my character. - 
« You ſee,” ſaid the landlord, '* that I am clothed | 

in my regimentals ! It is my -birth-day, and it is 
then only, and on great feſtivals, that I put them | 
on. Bet us be merry !—Indeed it would be bet- WR 
ter for us, if our happy hereditary Prince was 
living! I have many tim«s ſtood. near to him, and 
have converſed with him!* He wiped a tear from his 
eye, and I was obliged to turn from him. I knew but 
too well who the landlord was. He had ſerved in the 1 
vard, and was very well known to me.—* You 
ſhould have ſeen him,“ he continued. If 1 
deſcribed him to you, I ſhould ſay he looked exadt- 

ly like this guittar-man, only he was handſomer; 
bh height was the ſame. We ought not to make 
ſuch. a compariſon ; but an hereditary Prince is 
made of the ſame materials as a guittar- man, and 
the difference conſiſts only in this, that the Almight/ 
gave the one a ſceptre and the other a guittar.— He 
once more looked at me. Les exactly his features! 
He appeared ſo the moment I ſa him.“ He took a 
full bumber, To the memory of our hereditary 
Prince l' he exclaimed—and all followed his exam- 
ple. TI was anxious not to be known, and began 
immediately to play a lively tune, to turn the at- 
tention of the people to another object. I ſuc- 

ceeded, but not with the wifh of the landlord; 
he remained thoughtful. The countrymen at | 

laſt diſperſed, and the landlord took me _— 
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3 He ſpoke to me bare headed. You are our 
A cracious Prince. I know you well!” I affected 
Wo laugh, anc anfirered * He is dead; yourſelf 
EE [aid ſo!' 1 ſaid ſo, but I thought otherwiſe. 
No one will ſuppoſe that I am in- poſſeſſion of a 
WS ſccret, which is known to very few. You may 


ten me who you are. Do not think that I will : 
FT betray you. I had an idea, that you might ſtilt 
oe alive; and, as I read in the newſpapers, that 
WS at *d**, ſomebody had given himſelf out to be the 
WE hereditary prince of **, I became more ſure of 
it; and, when I ſaw you, I knew you ſo well that 


l was confident I was not miſtaken. Speech and 
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every thing elſe agrees. Our hereditary Prince 
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played alſo upon the guittar, and ſung well, I 


have many times liſtened to his muſic, when J 
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ſtood centinel before his tent, in the laſt campaign, 
and I crept very often behind his tent to hear him 
WE play. However, it never would have come into 
my mind to ſeck in your perſon the Prince, did 
not I know what to do, and had not your conduct 
15 betrayed you; as I told the country men, that be- 


* 


= tween you and the hereditary Prince there was the 
greateſt ſimilarity.” He ſeized my hand with 
affection. Oh! Jet me hear it from your own 
mouth, although I am confident that you are eur 
WS cracious hereditary Prince!” I could no longer 
maintain my diſguiſe. I diſcovered myſelf to him. 
His prudent conduct in the preſence of the coun- 
trymen, when he knew me, was a ſofficient 
proof of his integrity; and from him I learnt. 
things which made my hair ſtand upright, and 
taught me to avoid in future, more carefully my 
native country. Do you know,” continued he, 
* from whom the ball came that diſmounted you? 
From one of your own ſoldiers. When you fell, 
another ball alſo killed my comrade, and I, at the 
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Tame time, loſt my leg. I fell near him. I was 
lying there in the moſt excruciating pain. When 


the tumult of the battle ceaſed; his piercing MY 
ſkrieks brought me to my ſenſes; and I had power 
and ſenſe enough left to bind up my wound as 


1 well as I poſſibly could. He now perceived that 
i was ſtill alive. Kill me brother, do me that 
flavour l he exclaimed No, do not kill me, I am 
* | not worthy of ſuch mercy ! I deſerve the dreadful 
of torments I endure—for I have murdered our here- 
oi ditary Prince! 'The.curſed money of his brother 
| | tempted me to-commit that horrid deed. Now hell 
drags me down ! He died uttering the moſt frightful 
curſes.” So much deliberate-villainy I did not ex pe 
| from my brother, but I experienced pangs ſtill 
more terrible. As they could not find my body 
upon the field of battle, they took ſrom the ſpot 
that of another perſon who reſembled me, and by 
disfiguring | his face produced it as my corpſe.— 
But my inhuman brother was not yet ſatished.—- 
He poiſoned my ſpouſe and little ſon, and I will 
not preſume to ſay with certainty, that he did not 
ſend out of the world by that means, my father. 
God will judge him l leave it to his conſcience. I 
remained at the invalids ſeveral days, I obliged 
him to promiſe me an eternal ſilence of what he 
knew, and continued my journey, At I—1 
Was taken ill with a bad fever, and I found a home 
in the convent * * *, where they took great care 
of me. One day 1158 laying almoſt exhauſted 
after a fit, when, raiſing my eyes, I ſaw a monk 
fitting upon my bed, who ſeemed to take particu- 
lar care of me. 1 looked at him, and beheld 
Father Lorenzo, who was fdrmerly in the con- 
vent —. which I viſited very often, on ac- 
#' _ - count of its romantic ſituation, and his ſociety 
which I preferred to that of all the other prieſts. 


The good monk knew me immediately; and * 
— f 
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he feared I might betray myſelf during the deliri- 
== um; he had taken the trouble to watch me hims 


ſelf, I commended his precaution, and thanked 
God that he ha ſent me a friend at fo critical a pe- 


WS riod, to whom I could entruſt the ſecret of my 
WE misfortunes. From that time the monk Lorenzo 
Vas my conſtant companion. At laſt I recovered, 


and felt an unconquerable deſire to remain in the 


= convent. I had already got acquainted with many 
gocd friends there, and | could not bear to ſepa- 


rate from them, I. was alſo tired of wandering 
about. Is is poſſible, I exclaimed, to chooſe a 


more noble way of living, than that of ſtudying 
= th: welfare of men? And now my reſolution 
was firm, to enter as one of their order, I was 
FRE obliged to become a Roman Catholic, but who 
can blame me for that? Does not God know the 
a heart ?—And where can we find amongſt the ſup- 


porters of our religion, ſuch conduct as amongſt 


the eee F— They are, blamed for intoleranc'. 


Do they enquire what we behe ve before they do 
a good attion?—Never! They give to him who 
wants, without reſpe& or preference. Where is 
there a doctrine which is taught by the Catholic 
church, which does not agree with the pureſt 
principles of morality ?=That monks ſometimes 


abuſe, it muſt not be denied, and which cannot 


often be ſaid of the proteſtants. However, I will 
not defend a ſtep that my conſcience never re- 
proached me for, andfor which | never was ſorry, bat 
always found it beneficial to me. I expe the ap- 
Proaching hour when my Creator will call me to 
an account for all my actions, and I do not tremble 


at it. He will not aſk, what did you believe? 


But, how didſt thou ac? And what religion is 
moſt deſired by good monks ?—ls it not that which 
Sg 5 2 | "3 L have 


1 


embraced. I ſpent a number of happy years in 
that convent—l care not what is ſaid againſt them. 
1 found this opinion confirmed, that an unhappy 
being cannot chuſe a better refuge from his mis- 
fortunes, than the tranquil ſcenes bf a cloiſter.—I 
never ſhould have left it, if I had not been obli- 
ged to do ſo by neceſſity. Heaven knows that my 
brother, found out the place of retirement. Pa- 
ther Lorenzo diſcovered a brother in our convent, 
-who aimed at my life, and the confeſſed that he 
was hired to do ſo by one of my brother officers. 
To prevent the execution of the diabolical deſign, 
J left the convent—and: my ſeparation coſt me 
many tears—I travelled over *z**, An ac- 
count, that I was ſtill alive, had alſo ſpread there, 
and me particularly anxious for fear I ſnould be 
diſcovered. The diſcovery happened. But it was 
made by a friend, who became my ſupport in that 
trying hen This was the Governor of **** 
who was ſome time in the ſervice of our court.— 
By his interceſſion 1 obtained the Biſhoprick of 
, and as much as J ſtruggled againſt it, I was 
obliged to accept it. But in that ſituation I was 
not ſafe from the revenge of my brother; and he 
truſted me leſs, as I was in a betterficuntion to do 
him material injury than when I lived an harm- 
leſs monk in the-convent of ****, Some narrow 
eſcapes, mate me anxious, and at laſt obliged me 
to take up my abode here, and I found the doy 
of ****, a great protector. By his influence, T 
alſo obtained permiſſion to -preach at St. Mark's 
church, which ſuited my wiſhes and inclinations. 
I had many enemies amongſt the clergy in this 
place, becauſe I did not always follow their exam- 
Ple; but I ſuffered all very patiently, and thanked 
God, that this was not owing to the ill will of my 
brother, 


( 83 ) 


Brother. whom I was willing not to curſein my heart. 
WE With the relation of my misfortunes I could fill a 
OO t folio volume; but this is enough, my ſon, to in- 
WE firuf you in my hiſtory, and to procure me after 
my death a tear from my neareſt relation. A eer- 
WE tar preſumption tells me: [ ſhall not live long, and 
in that caſe | recommend to you, the prieſt Sebaſ- 
tian. You may. ſafely follow his advice; for I 
have tried him and found him ſincere. Let him 
= finiſh the work of your converſion, which J have 


| begun, He is wiſe, and unblemiſhed in word and 


= deed. My bleſſing attend you in every undertak- 
ing. Farewell.“ . 


4 L. R&R; formerly 
.* Hereditary Prince of ****, 


% Well, friend, what do you ſay to this? 
The hiſtory itſelf appears to me falſe. I cannot 


belp ſuſpecting that it leads to the execution of a 
WW certain ſcheme. | 


It is very true that the deceaſed Biſhop was a 


German, though no perſon was acquainted with 


his real hiſtory, and whenever the Prince ſpoke of 


it, he turned the converſation to ſome other ſubject. 


| Every thing has ſueh a romantic air, that although 
I know too well that in the Prince's family there 
are hidden ſome ſecrets which no biographer can 


* 


diſeloſe; yet, I cannot give credit to the Bithop's 


hiſtory. Ws 


The Prince is fully convinced of the truth 


of the whole hiſtory, I was preſent at a confer- 
_ which he had with Sebaſtian, upon the ſub- 
1 85 1 ane ES 

He thinks the Biſhop was his uncle, and that his 
hand-writing proves the fact. On that account 


my grandfather died fo ſuddenly, and the daughter- 


in-law 


„ Reer 
1 


1 


in-law and nephew followed him!“ exclaimed he, 
with a terrible voice, and fwore to be revenged 
upon the aflaſſn. = 

Sebaſtian joined with him in his en, and 
made this obſervation :" that it appeared clear, that 
Heaven had ſelected him for the holy taſk of pu- 
nithing ſuch a horrible « erime. 4 
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LETTER XIII. 


JOHNSON TO LORD: SEYMOUR, 


1 | | December. 
8 4 9 

1 

o Po J \ 


= THE good Baron F“ is poiſoned, by the 
ES command of the Prince. This is the recompenſe for 
bis faithful attachment — Oh God!!! The 
Prince is already ſo far gone, that he ſuffers his 
people to be aſſaſſinated clandeftinely !—I have 
WW heard it poſitively aſſerted that he ordered it to be 
done; and Biondello was ſo quick in the execution, 
WE that I could not prevent it. They accuſed the 
RE good F*** of having written letters to K*, in 
RE which he had calumniated the Prince. The Count 
= O*'***:ifo it was ſaid, was a party concerned. 
Oh! ye good people! Ye intereſt yourſelves too 
much for an unworthy man! It is probable, 
WE that the Baron has written \ ſomething to *** ® 


that the Prince diſlikes, but does he deſerve to be 
aſſaſſinated for it? It is too common in this coun- 
try. But ought not the Prince rather to thank him 
for it ?—He certainly did it with no other view, 
than that the Prince might leave Venice, and ex- 
tricate himſelf from a labyrinth, in which he will 
be more and more entangled. That this man could 
not have been actuated by bad motives, I will flake 
my life, and all my hopes of eternal happineſs. 


Several days later: 


f / 
AND yet friend, how miſerably am E deceived 


in my opinion of mankind, The Baron F* * * 


and the Count O*#*#*#* cannot be thoſe honeſt 
perſons we had ſuppoſed them; yet I muſt ſay 
| | this, 
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.his defence. Perhaps he ſtill may be innocent; 
ſor he was very much attached to the Prince, and 


„„ \ 


this, that in their excuſe, they have too much in. 
tereſted-themſelves in the Prince's welfare. NG) 

I have been again to the Prince's writing-deſk, Wa 
and ſeen all the letter from the Baron F*** to 
the Count O“, and alfo ſeveral of the laſt, 
which Biondello, probably had intercepted, zc- 
cording to his orders. I judge more favourably of 
the Prince's raſh proceedings, yet I will not defend 
him; for the letters are written in ſuch terms that 
one on ſcarcely ſuſpect the greateſt villain of 
being the author, and what is fill more tertible, 
it appears very clear from their contents, that the 
Baron F.. . poiſoned the Prince's Greek lady, by 
command of the court. 


But they ſhould have fiſt heard the Baron in 


in all his actions, ſeemed a man of integrity. I 
can hardly perſuade myſelf, that he could be the 
villain which is required to commit ſuch deeds ; to 
calumniate. his maſter, and poiſon an innocent 
Jady, who, according to the deſcription of all that 
Knew her, was an angel. | am perplexed ia the 
extreme! | was prevented writing ſarther upon 
this buſineſs by a ſtrange event. 

A ran entered my room, and deſired, in a very 
noiſy way, to be ſhewn immediaicly to my maſter. 
From his countenance I ſaw he was deſperate: he 
Jooked wild and in trouble. I muſt confeſs that 
his appearance alarmed me. At the moment [I 
felt embraaiſled, I knew not how to addreſs him. 
Obſerving that I heſitated, he repeated his csmand 
once more, with terrible threats. Anxious to 
know the purport of his viſit, I attended: the fel- 
low to the Prince. As ſoon as he ſaw. him, he 
ruſhed upon him, and drew a dagger from his 

| | boſom, 


9 E 
ich in. 1 which he preſented to the Prince, who 
1 0 Wo uickly retired into a corner of the room, and, 
FE his ſword, held it before the villain.— 
* * RF This dagger was deſtined for you, Prince!“ he 
e laſt, Mexclaimed, gnaſhing his teeth. 

rue attendants ſeized the aſſaſſin, and diſarmed 
bly of him. 
jefeng IE © That is unneceſſary,” ſaid he, and ſtruggled to 

hat ciſengage himſelf. | 

in orf Had I been ſuch an cual as to have aſſaſ- 
ribſe, nated my gracions maſter, I ſhould, indeed, have 
at the Wchoſen an hour when no perſon could have pre- 
„ by vented me.” 
6 The Prince, who had now recovered himſelf from 
Wh Ws fright, approached him, and diſcovered him to 
dent; . be his ſervant, whom he had loſt about a year 
and oy ago. His aſtoniſhment was very great, to find 


| 52 

7, lis man, whom he had deſpaired of ever ſeeing 
> the Wa ſagain, in ſuch a pecuhar ſituation. 

; And you could determine to murder your 


cent maſter, you whom always locker pon as one of 

that my moſt faithful ſervants!“ — 

the And am ſtill ſo, as God the Almighty i is my 
WE witneſs, gracious Prince,” he replied, “ elſe this 

my dagger would have pierced your heart, for it 

would have procured me a thouſand zechins 

a handſome reward, indeed, for the life of a 

Prince “ 

8 e Who could offer ſo much for my life?“ 

Uaughing furiouſly.) 


t 
| « Your uncle, his Serene Highneſs,” — 
Hd * Does he wifh to aſſaſſinate me alſo? - He 


| ſhould have choſen ſome other perſon to have ex- 
ecuted this honourable deed ; for he muſt have well 


1 See the firſt volume. 
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known that he not found his man in you! This 
was ſtupidly managed. One villain always ſuppo- 
ſes another perſon to be the ſame.” — 
Pardon me, great Prince, for ſpeaking thus 
| openly—but it is the truth. And do you think Wa 
that this is the firſt attempt that has been made 1 
upon your liſe? - Already ſeventeen aſſaſſins have 
been hired; but they never were able to come at 
you. When they thought that they had you in 
their power, it always happened- that you were 
ſnatched from them. They curſed their fortune, 
and-ſaid, that the fault was not theirs; that a per- 
ſon, (1 do not know what they call him, and who 
always goes about in different diſguiſes) had pre- 
vented the execution of their deſign, becauſe he 
took you under his protection,“ — 
„ Ah! the Armenian?” ſaid the Prince, aſto- 
niſhed, 
" They would not leave this work any longer to 
the care of the banditti, but choſe me for the pur- 
poſe. I thanked them for this honourable truſt.— Wo 
I was ordered to return again to your ſecretary, to 
ſay that I had been detained in the cloiſter by the 
monks, to regain your confidence, and then to 
aſſaſſinate you privately when you expected no Wl 
danger, and were alone and unarmed. On tho 
deed being done, I was to fly to the convent, and [23 
to be received under its protection.“ + 
Stupid ſcheme; pity that it was not more 
ſucceſsful ;—but where have you been all this 
time?“ — 
% J have been out of Venice, but have been 
ſhut up in a ſmall room, where I could neither ſee . 
ſun or moon. 

© But how could you! receive meſſages from 
me ? wo 


4 In 
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An the eaſiſt way in the world, even by 
means of thoſe people from *****, who had taken 
and confined me. I regularly went to a cloiſter in 
the Guidecea, and performed my devotions; which 
vas very agreeable to me; for the father who go- 
verned it, did every thing to pleaſe me, and had 
WE aimoſt ſucceeded in making me a Catholic. Do not 
be angry, great Prince, for he poſſeſſed ſuch pow- 
ers of perſuaſion, that he obliged me to believe 
= whatever he ſaid. I often reprobated myſelf for 
my apoſtacy ; butI changed my mind again as ſoon 
as got to the cloiſter! | 
ne was not like moſt Venetians,. difficult of 

acceſs, but, on the contrary, very communicative 
= —and, from the firſt time L ſaw him, I deſired 
ſo much to ſee him again, that I ſought him of 
my own accord the day following. Many of the 
other brethren behaved very civilly to me, and L 
could not help preferring their agreeable ſociety to- 
any other. There was always ſomething new,. 
and my curioſity was ſo much excited, that I could 
with difficulty wait the retuin of their viſit. Their 
intention was, very likely, to convert me to their 
faith, for what otherwiſe could they ſee in me deſerv- 
ing of ſo much trouble? And, perhaps, this was not 
difficult to accompliſh, for they repreſented every 
thing in ſo peaceable and lovely a manner. And 
I really frequented the places of worſhip with infi- 
nite pleaſure. They were always curious, 
and wiſhed to-hear news of you, gracious Sir ;—- 
but, When I told them F was 3gnorant, or that L 
dare not blab, they were then ſatisfied, and praiſed! 
my fidelity. What they might ſafely know b 
told them, but not one ſyllable more—and we re- 
mained, by this means, the beſt friends. One 
day as I 'was going to them, after they had been 


paying 


( 60 ) 
paying a viſit, from which they returned rather 
late, it was already duſk, and I was not far from 
the cloiſter, when three fellows ſurrounded me, 
bound my hands - and feet, and forced me away 
blindfolded. They carried me into a ſmall dark 
room, and left me to myſelf. I had not long been 
there, when Colonel **ch came to me; he endea- 
voured to extort news of you, which | either did 
not know, or at leaſt pretended to be ignorant of, 
He teck all poſſible trouble to get ſomething out of 
me, and, when fait means did not ſucceed, had 
recourſe to ſeverity. You cannot believe, gracious 
Prince, what queſtions they put to me; it was all 
unintelligible to me. They attributed to you what 
you never performed; and every ſtep you took, 
and every thing you did, was miſrepreſented in the 
moſt ſhameful manner.“ | 
Had I even then ſpies about me,” exclaimed 
the Prince? *I muſt confeſs, this exceeds all my 
expectations.“ 1 

© The Colonel **, and ſeveral other officers 
who had long practiſed without effect upon me, 
and who | knew very well to have been here a 
long time in ſecret, for eight or nine months ne- 
ver came near me, as they. well knew that all their 
threats were in vain. Some days after this time 
the Colonel paid me another viſit. I wastired of living 
ſo long upon bread and water, and therefore pre- 
tended to be very obedient, and immediately the 
propoſal was made to me of murdering you. I 
accepted the offer, becauſe I feared they might 


22 


this order in earneſt. What remains you are al- 
ready acquainted with,” _ | 
T he Prince took this man again into his ſervice, 
and gave orders for apprehending theſe pretended 
„„ 125 bofficers. 


procure ſome other perſon, who woald execute 


1 OED 
ather WW cfcers, It always appeared wonderful to me that 
from Moe never could gain any information reſpecing 
me, lihem. How the Prince was affected by this act 
way of his court; you may eaſily conceive : he vowed 
dark . eath and deſtruction to it. It is fortunate, that 
been hne has it not in his power to execute it; for he 
dea- BW would, perhaps, keep his word; but it is otherwiſe 
did ME ordered. Indeed it is natural to expect, that he 
| of, WW who permitted Count F ** to ve murcered with- | 
it of out a hearing, would eaſily conſent to having his 
had uncle privately aſſaſſinated : he might even think 
'0us WRT he had a right to do it, as a juſt revenge, and,con- 
s all nder it a praiſe-worthy action. And although he 
hat vas never influenced by ſecret revenge, his paſſi- 
ok, TR ons here interfered; and, it appears to me, as if 
the be only oppoſed them to become the more furious. 
| l might alſo happen that the aſſiſtance he ex- 


ned pected from the King of * * could not: be 
by: W granted. | : 

RE Stroke upon ſtroke; this inſtant the Prince has 
llearnt, that the Biſhop of * * * * has been taken 
off by poiſon, and at the inſtigation of the Count 
WW of * he perpetrators of this deed have 
been taken and confeſſed every thing. 

The Prinee himſelf has ſpoken to them, and 
every thing has been again confirmed. This is 
too bad, and were it poſſible to ſuſpect a trick, I 
ſhould be apt to think (as every thing ſeems to ac- 
cord with the idea) that it had been done on pur- 
poſe to inflame the rage of the Prince againſt ***- 
But who could be intereſted in this ?—T he whole 
is to me unaccountable. If the anger of the 
Prince could have been increaſed, it would certain- 
ly have been ſo by this intelligence, but it was al- 
ready at the higheſt. For,a long time he ſpoke 

not a word, but his breaſt boiled with rage. 
| % Murderers 


( 62 ) 


«© Murderers of my father, and brother; mur. a 
derers of all' my friends!” at laſt he exclaimed, {an 
with furious action; God's dreadful vengeance WW 
fhall at laſt fall upon you, through. me, and then 3 
woe to you.” 109 

| hope it will be forgotton by him, for the 
moſt violent paſſions. always laſt the ſhorteſt time; 
but ſo ſoon as we perceive he is about undertak- 
ing any dangerous buſineſs, we muſt then have 
recourſe to the laft extremity, and lay the whole 
affair before , “; for it appears to me, in 
ſpite of all the improbabilnies by which it is at- 
tended, nothing more than a concerted trick - 
And may not this be attributed to the old man that 
J overheard talking to Biondello; and does it not 
appear to be agreeable to his whole plan —1 do 


not knew myſelf what to think of it. 00 

Will it be impoſſible for you to find out theſe 
officers Perhaps they would be able to give you 
information upon many things! wo 


A day later. 


THE Armenian is ad Get again; Sebaſtian 15 


eame to the Prince to-day earher than Aal. His 5 
countenance announced ſomething remarkable ; 


he approached the Prince ſilently, and gave him the ah 
following note : * 


& PRINCE, 


& I have always recommended to you patience 
and ſubmiſſion, If you are deſirous of acquiring 
my nearer acquaintance, or if you with to arrive 
at that pinnacle of power which you can attain 
through me, I now require a proof of both. I 

| ; 1 


© 69-2 
mur. Mm not a ſtranger to the reſolution you have taken, 
imed, io be revenged. You muſt no longer indulge the 
-eance MiWought, or, at leaſt, not upon any account, ex- 
then eute it. It will be a proof of your prudence and 
atience. Mark this—that often 1s a crime which, 
Ir the 8 t another time and under different circumſtances, 
time; May be an att of juſtice. You will convince me 
-rtak- “ your ſincerity, if, before the end of ſeven days, 
have WH ou become a member of the only true and happy 
Whole huch. I know this has been long your intention; 
e, in ot proceed to fulfil it. The reaſons for your 
is at. MWoing this | cannot now explain; but they will in 
ck — Si nec unfold themſelves. | 
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| that 6 Your inviſible conductor 
t not | „Through all places.” 
-I do i From the Armenian exclaimed the Prince, 


eier he had read the letter, with attention and a 
theſe ind of awe, © how vid you know him?“ — 
you He appeared to me in my apartment, and gave 
ne the letter; more I know not,“ ſaid Sebaſtian, 
at the ſame time putting his finger upon his 


ter. mouth, as if he would ſay, That this buſineſs 
WE ought not to be ſpoken of. The Prince underſtood 
tian him and was filent. Here again then the Armeni- 
His an has been before us; but this time I am diſ- 
— poſed to thank him, although the circumſtance 
the proved to me that | was miſtaken ; for now there 
can be no longer any doubt, but that the Armeni- 
an and his aſſociates were innocent of having poi- 
ſoned the Prince's friends, for he ſurely would not 
thus deſtroy the effect of his own work. | 

ne The Baron F*f* is frequently (confined to his 
ring bed, nevertheleſs, he now and then creeps about. 
ive but death ſeems to he painted in his eounten- 
ain ance. The Prince appears to be a little concerned 
: for him. I obſervedthis in him, and was very happy, 
am becauſe 


„ 
becauſe it Set that he had ſtill ſome regard for 


him. But he will not conſent to an interview, 
although he ſeems to be convinced that he has 
condemned him too raſhly. Poor F***! Alas! 
if he is innocent, the conduct of the Prince to— 
wards him will give him even more pain than the 
oiſon itſelf—and I really conclude from his former 
character, that he is ſo. But then certainly the 
letters —lt is wonderful that I never could be- 
lie ve, any perſon guilty, that I had not before ſuſ- 
pected to be capable of committing a erime—and [ 
could not judge the Baron to be ſoch a villain, altho? 
] had ſeen thoſe letters i in his own hand-writing. 
For appearance ſake, the Prince had granted him 
a phyſician, in order to conceal the real cauſe of 
his illneſs—but I am afraid this man only makes 
his caſe worſe; for the Baron, ſince his attendance, 
has had many painful paroxiſms, which is contrary 
to the uſual effect produced by this poiſon, which 
almoſt imperceptibly conſumes the vital powers. 
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THE counT o * CONTINUATION OF 
THE HISTORY, 


THE remaining letters from Johnſon were deſ- 
troyed, for he carcleſsly left a wax candle burning 
upon the table, when he went to bed, which when 
it had burnt out, ſet the letters on . by which 
means the good Lord would have loſt his life, if 
the ſmoke in conſequence of it, had not waked 
him in time. The remaining part of this hiſtory, 

[ muſt therefore relate from the account which [ had 
from him. ; 

The letter from the Armenian, had its effect, or 


rather the Prince had long ago formed the ſame” 


reſolution from the inftigation of Sebaſtian, and 
the other monks, and this letter haſtened its execu- 
tion. He went over publicly to the Roman church 
before the expiration of ſeven days, and all Venice 
celebrated the day as a great feaſt, 

That it was poſſible for this event to happen, and 
that he might have come into the meaſure willing- 
ly, might eaſily have bcen expected, from his edu- 
cation, which I obſcrved long before was very bi- 
goted and flaviſn; and when we take into the 
account what happened to him afterwards, and 
which ſerved fo completely to eradicate, from his 
youthful heart the impreſſions that had been ſo 
ſtrongly engraved upon it, we ſhall conclude the 
old man had rightly judged when he ſaid that the 
Prince could not poſſibly retain his original opini— 


ons, after being convinced of their inefñcacy, and 


that he would eagerly catch at a reed to ſave him- 


ſelf from ſinking.— 
The Prince's confeſſion of. Canctk which he 
made in the preſence of ſo many people, and 
which 
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in my opinion, if any thing ſhould be ſuppreſſed, 
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which, by means of Johnſon, came into m 
poſſeſſion, I ean by no means ſuppreſs, becauſe [ 
have made it a fixed rule, to relate every thing, 
that concerns the Prince,. and in no particular to 
deviate from the truth; which would be the caſe: 


which tends to charaQterize him; but I muſt pre- 
viouſly obſerve, that the Prince by it, will looſe 
much ia the eſtimation of many of his readers, 
who will be ſurpriſed that he, who was ſo favoured 
by nature could conſent to acknowledge ſuch non- 
fenſe, the greater part of which is contrary. to all 
ſound reaſon, and every moral principle. But | 
have before ſaid that he fell; and my tears com- 
paſſionate him, at the ſame time, that my heart 
excuſes him, becauſe a more than deviliſh cun+ 


ning and art had ſpread the net in which he wa 
enſnared ! 


— ONO Cn 
Here follews his confeſſion of faith verbatim: 


believe and confeſs, that thro' the peculiar 
care of this Chriſtian government, and the active 
induftry and aſſiſtance of the holy fathers, I have 
been entirely brought over from our heretical life 
and faith, to the true Roman Catholic, religion, 
and only church in which can be obtained ſalva- 
tion; anal do publicly declare to the whole world, 
that I received this faith freely, and without any 
compulkon. = 

1. I confeſs and believe the Pope is Chriſt's 


vicar, and has full power to forgive the ſins of all 


men, according to his ewn pleaſure, to ſave them, 
or 


1 


or to thruſt them into hell, or excommunicate 


* 4 them. | 

1 1 WR 2. © I confeſs that the Pope is the ſupreme head 
"as of the church, and that he cannot err. 

"OI . * | confeſs that whatever novelty the Pope 
Caſe eſtabliſhes, (whether it be or not in the ſcriptures) 
fled, whatever he ordains is the genuine truth, divine, 
Eh and bleſſed ; and that every inferior perſon ſhould 


1 eſteem the ſame as equal to the commandments 


ured 4 to confeſs that the moſt holy Pope, 
wigs ſhould be adored by every one with dtvine honours, 


and that every one fhould bow the knee to him as 
ut | BW © Chriſt himſelf— 
m- 5. © I declare, and confeſs, that the Pope 
heart ſhould be honoured by all, in all things, as a moſt . 
PRO holy father, and moreover that thoſe heretics, who e 
wy live contrary to his ordinances, ſhould not only be 1 
exterminated by fire and ſword, without exception 
or mercy, but alſo that their bodies and ſouls ſhould 
be delivered up to hell- _ 
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6. I confeſs that the reading of the Holy 
2 dcriptures is the ſource of all ſects and parties, as F, 
alſo perfect blaſphemy. 5 3 
** 7. I confeſs, that to invoke the deceaſed 15 
ive faints, to worſhip the holy fathers, to bow the 
avs knee before them, 'to make pilgrimages to their 
al life | tombs, to clothe them, to burn lights before them, 
gion, is godly, holy and uſeful? 
ME 8. © I confeſs that a prieſt is much greater than 
vorld, the mother of God, Mary herſelf, who only bore 
t any the Lord Chriſt, and never conceived again; but 
| a Romiſh prieſt offers, and forms the Lord Chriſt, 
briſt's | Not only as often as he is willing, but in any 
of all manner he will; yea, he feeds upon him while he 
them, chews the bread. 


* 


os | | 9. [ con- 
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9. © I confeſs that it is proper to read maſſes, 
to give alms, and to pray for the dead: 

10. © [ confeſs that the Pope of Rome has. 
power, to alter the ſcripture, and to augment and. 
to diminiſh it according, to his: own pleaſure. 

11. I confeſs that the ſoul will be purified in 
purgatory after death, and that its. deliverance 
from thence is partly effected by the-ſacrifice of 
the maſs offered wp by the pricſt. 

I2. © ] acknowledge that to receive the holy 
Euchariſt in one kind is good and ſalutary—but to- 
receive it in both kinds is heretical and damna- 
ble. | | | 

13. © I acknowledge that thoſe who receive the 
holy communion in one kind, enjoy and eat the 
whole Chriſt, both body and blood, and alſo his 
godhead and his bones. 

14. © I acknowledge that there are ſeven true 
and effectual ſacraments. 

15. I acknowledge that God is honoured by 
repreſentations of him, and may by means of them 
be known of men. . 

16. T acknowledge that the holy Virgin 
Mary is queen of Heaven, and governs together 
with the ſon, and that according to her will the: 
ſon is obliged to act in all things. 

I 7. © I acknowledge that the holy Virgin Mary, 
ſhould be eſteemed both by. men and angels, higher 
than Chriſt, the Son of God himſelf. 

18. © 1 acknowledge that the bones of the 
ſaints, are poſſeſſed of great virtues, on which ac- 
count they ought to be honoured by men, and have 
chapels built for them. | \ 

19. © I acknowledge that the Roman Catholic 
faith, is unadulterated, godly, ſaving and true 
but that the Proteſtant, which L of my own _ 
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hers abjured, is falſe erroneous, blaſphemous, aceur- 


"fed, deten hurtful, ſeditious, abominable, forged 
26d deviſed. Since the Roman Catholic religion is, 


therefore throughout, good and ſalutary, I curſe 


all thoſe who taught me theſe abominable hereſies 
in both kinds, I curſe my parents who. educated me 
in the heretical faith; and I alſo curſe thoſe who 


made the Roman Catholic faith dubious and ſuſpi- 


cious to me; as alſo thoſe who gave me to drink 
of the accurſed cup; yes | curſe myſelf, and think 
. myſelf accurſed, becauſe I made myſelf a partaker 
of this accurſed heretical cup, of which it did not 
become me to drink. 

20.“ I acknowledge that the Holy Scripture-is 
imperfect, and is a dead letter, as long as it is not 
explained by the Pope of Rome, and that the 
common people ought not to be allowed to read 
It, 

21, ©'T acknowledge that a requiem ſung by a 
'Romiſh prieſt is more uſeful than a hundred ſer- 
mons; and on that account I curſe all thoſe books 
which | have read, in which that heretical and 
blaſphemous doCtrine is contained alſo curſe all 
the works which T read whilſt lived in this hereti- 
cal ſaith; wherefore they at the laſt judgment will 


not deſerve any thing of God. 


* All this IJ do with my ſincere mind confirm, 
by means of a public retraction of the heretical 
doctrine, in the preſence of the reverend fathers, 
the learned gentlemen, and the ladies who are 
.preſent, and the youths and virgins; that the 


What the meaning of this is, I know not, Perhaps 


e ſomething for which God will not' reward me. 


i GERMAN EDITOR, 


Roman 
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as long as | have a drop of blood in my body, [ 
will not educate any child of mine, in caſe I ſhould 


which IT herewith promiſe. 


fear or favour, and return again to this accurſe 
hereſy, nor will I receive the ſame. 


time receive the holy communion, and I cauſe alb 


en, will think many things in this Confeſſion, tos highly 
coloured. But let him believe me, when I moſt ſolemnly declare, 


2 | 
Roman Catholic church in theſe and ſimilar arti. 
cles is the true one. 

% Moreover I promiſe that Iwill never more, 
through my whole lite, return to this heretical doc. 
trine of the ſacrament in both kinds, although | t 
ſhould be allowable to do ſo. _ I alſo promiſe, that 


have any, in that accurſed doctrine, nor will con- 
ſent that it ſhould be educated therein by other, 


“J alfo ſwear that I will help to perſccute 
this accurſed heretical doctrine, ſecretly and open. 
ly with words and works, the ſword even not ex 
cepted. | 

« Laſtly, I ſwear before God, the angels, and 
before all the congregation preſent, that i any al- 
teration ſhould take place, either in church or 
ſtate, I never will become an apoſtate from the 
Roman Catholic, and godly church either from 


* As a confirmation of my oath, I at the ſame 


this my eonfeſſion, written and ſubſcribed with my 


own hand, to be preſerved in the holy archives 0i 
the church#. 


cc N. N. PRINCE OF ln 


© 


N EY who is unacquainted with the Popiſh relig. 


that I copied the whole verbatim from the manuſcript, and that 
I have not made the ſmalleſt addition or alteration. 


Note of the German Editor, 


To 


„ 
To this was alſo added the following Advertiſe- 
ment: . | 
„To all and every one, who ſee, read, or hear 
the annexed letter, we declare and teſtify, that the 
moſt illuſtrious Prince, his Highneſs N. N. Prince 
of nn, has this day, namely, the day of the 


all ſin and hereſy, by the papal power, delivered 
to us, having before renounced the Lutheran re— 
ligion, condemned by the Council of Trent, and 
has publicly made his cenfeſſion, and adopted the 
Roman Catholic and only beautifying religion 
he hath likewiſe received from our hands, the 
holy communion after the manner and form pre- 
ſcribed by the Roman Catholic Church, with a 
proper veneration and devotion. For the greater 


hand. 
<< Given on the **th day of the year 


mentioned above. 
„ N. N. BISHOP OH, 
; AND &. &e.” 


The Prince was now a Roman Catholic, and 
from that day the Armenian was more frequently 
een with him than ever. Their interviews grew 
more frequent, and laſted ſometimes for many 
hours. They were very rarely held at the Prince's 
houſe, and when they were, the doors were al- 
ways carefully faſtened, and no perſon allowed to 
be preſent. / „ | 

This circumſtance, together with their always 
chooſing the moſt ſeoret rooms in the houſe for 


all liſtening, made it utterly impoſſible for the 
& 5 wor thy 


month of December 17, been abſolved from 


ſecurity we have ſigned this with our own 


- ov An HT att 


thoſe interviews, by which means they prevented 
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education, and is in my poſſeſſion, I will inſert it 


anceſtors, drawn in the modern ſtile, in whieh no vne would be 


% 
worthy Johnſon to diſcover the purpoſe of theſe 
ſecret meetings. The Prince even carried the 
key of that room in his pocket, and very often 
ſealed up the door. This, together with John- 
ſon's having ſometimes heard an extraordinary noiſe 
there, made him conjecture that they muſt be em- 
ployed in raiſing ghoſts, which was really the eaſe, 
as will be confirmed by the concluſion. 

How great an aſcendancy this Armenian muſt 
have had over the Prince, is evident from the-cir- 
cumſtance, that without his permiſſion he did not 
even indulge the moſt ſacred feelings of parental af. 
fection, or any which were once moſt dear to him, 

He had, for example, a mother ſtill living, who 
reſided upon a ſmall eſtate at » «ſh, and whom he 
formerly loved dearly, and uſed very frequently te 
correſpond with. 

He would not anſwer a letter from her, not- 
withſtanding the bigoted ſpirit which was prevalent 
throughout it (and which, as I ſaid before, was 
peculiar to his whole ſamily) contained ſuch ſtrik- 


ing marks Ba e and affection, that 


no one can read it wi being afected by it. 
Hitherto there was M opportunity for mention- 

ing his mother, and as this letter is alſo the fureſt 

proof of what I have already ſaid of the Prince's 


here*, 


*The reader muſt not expect to ſee a letter, which might 
ſerve as a model for the epiſtelary ſtyle, 

The Count Q###* has taken care to prevent any thing of that 
kind, by the note at the end of it, and probably no one will 
blame me for not having given it a more faſhionable dreſs, be- 
cauſe it would then have appeared like a picture of one of our 


able to recognize him, 
| 9 Nate by the Editer. 
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© MY SON | 


& Tf thou* couldit know the ſorrow which 1 


feel, on account of the afflicting news of thy un- 
happy apoſtacy from the true religion and know-— 
ledge of God for thy falvation ; I do not doubt, 
that (in caſe thou hadſt not abjured thy ever faith- 
ful mother, as well as thy true God) thy dutiful 
heart would break on reflecting on the numerous 
tears thou has coſt me. Oh, fon of affliction to 
me!—My tears are ſtill my food, both day and 
night, whilſt I, poor mother, muſt lament and be- 
wail thy loſs, not of earthly goods, but of thy 
eternal happineſs, the condemnation of thy miſer- 
able ſoul, I weep with Rachel for my child, and 
will not be comforted ; becauſe it ſeemeth to me 
that he is not. | 

„ But if all obedience tothe fifth command- 
ment, if ail filial affection towards thy mother be 
not extinguiſhed, by the erroneous doctrines which 
thou haſt adopted Ah! only liſten to me while I 
addreſs thee, my ſon, in this letter full of tears!— 
Oh ſon, whom I nouriſhed! attend to me, that 
God may alfo attend to thee. I am thy mother, 
my ſon, thou art fleſh of my fleſh. From me 
thou haſt experienced, as thy conſcience muſt tell 
thee, all the maternal affection, which I promiſed 
to thee, and I muſt certainly ſeek and defire thy 
welfare, particularly in things which concern the 
eternal happineſs and ſalvation of thy foul, which 
is the moſt important concern of Chriſtans. 

“ Accurſed be the mother who, either from 2 


\ 


* In Germany, parents always make uſe of ben and thee 
when addreſſing their children. 


Tranſlator 
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blind opinion, inconſiderate temerity, or the con- 
ſideration of temporal advantages, would counſel her 


child to walk the path which leads to eternal deſ- 


truction, and the helliſh abyſs of brimſtone. Woe 
to ſuch a mother! She might, with perfect 
juſtice, be hated (according to the command of 
Chriſt, Luke xv. 26.) and never obeyed by any 


child. 


« My. 8 .clears me from the ſuſpicion 
of ſuch terrible conduQ, and my heart gives teſ- 
timony, that I am anxious to ſnatch my child 
from the claws of Satan, and lead him to my 
bleeding Jeſus. And, moreover, thy mother en- 
treats thee, dear fon, to liſten attentively to her, 
who is now throwing herſelf at thy feet with 
thouſands of tears, and not te neglect the care 
which thou ſhould'ſt take of thy eternal wel- 
fare. 


Po not deſpiſe me, my child, on account of 


:the inſinuations = thy ſeducers, that I ama weak 
woman, who 1s not able to judge of controverſial 
points in religion. Thou knoweſt well, my dear 


child, that the infinite grace of God has cauſed 


me to embrace a religion, in which women are 


allowed, according to the cuſtom. of the primitive 
church, to inquire in the Holy Scriptures, and to 
ſeck for eternal life; and even are obliged. to learn 


the myſteries of the faith, in order to gain ever- 
laſting ſalvation; for which faith Saint Paul, in 


ti. 5. commends Lois and Eunice, the 


excellent mothers of the holy Timothy. - Every 
Juſt perſon, whether male or female, ought to 


live according to his faith. This I have always 

kept in my mind, and made the word of God the 

Joy and deſire of my heart. Thy own 3 
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will convince thee, that according to the true in- 


fallible word of God, I have formed my judgment of 
thy new doftrine. Upon that word, againſt which 
even the gates of hell ſhall not prevail, 'is my 
judgment founded, and to that does it appeal; 
and | declare with a broken heart, Oh thou un- 
happieſt of men ! that thou haſt ſuffered thyſelf to 


be ſeduced to a faith, which will yield thee no- 


thing but condemnation, and the torments of hell. 
Our divines have already proved this on much more 
ſolid grounds, with much greater agcuracy, and 
more fully. I am contented with ſuch evidences, 
which my Chriſtian ſoul can learn from its bible. 

„Can that be the true and ſaving religion, 
which ſhuns the holy bible, although that book 1s 
the only one in which we can learn the way to 
eternal ſalvation, John xx. 31; which violently 
condemns the bible as its decided enemy, and 
ſubmits not in any thing to its authority, that its 
fallaciouſneſs and deceptions may not be diſcovered 
by it ; a religion which condemns the book which 
Jeſus commanded all men to read, John v. 39, and 
forbids them to ſearch into it, under the penalty of an 
eternal curſe? Oh accurſed dottrine! The word 
which they have deſpiſed, ſhall judge them at the 
laſt day according to the ſentence pronounced by 
Chriſt, John xii. 48. | | 

* Can that be a holy and bleſſed do&trine, 


which diſregards the only Mediator of our everlaſt- 


ing happineſs ?” 
* Muſt thou not confeſs this thyſelf, my poor 


miſled child? Confeſs to me what thy eyes have 
ſeen, and thy ears have heard. What becomes 


of the cup in receiving the holy communion, 
which our dying Jeſus has ſo earneſtly ordained 
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and appointed? — Do not they ſeornfully deride 
that inſtitution? Do they not ſnatch it from the 
hands of the communicants, and conſider it as 
perfectly unneceſſary, in contempt of Jeſus 2H—lt 
appears to me that the Holy Ghoſt has already 
pronounced judgment upon thoſe doctrines !— 
W hoſoever ſhall take away from the words of 
the book of Jeſus, God ſhall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, 
Rev. xxil. 19. 

* Haſt thou not heard, that man muſt have loſt 
his ſalvation, notwithſtanding his goods works; 
avherefore the anguiſh and blood of the tortured 
Jeſus have been mightily ſlandered, as if they 
were not fully ſufhcient for the ſalvation of men; 
but my religion aſſures me, that we can be ſaved 
by the biood of Jeſus alone, Acts iv. 12, and 
that they who hope to ſave themſelves by their 
works, will receive eternal damnation. 

& Can that be a holy. and bleſſed doftrine, 
which incites her children to encourage an unlimit- 
ed idolatry, the invocation of ſaints, proſtrations 
before pictures, when it is the evident declaration 
of God himſelf, that idolaters ſhall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
fone, which 1s the ſecond death, Rev. xxi. 8. 

4+ Behold, wretched child !-=For I muſt con- 
clude, and paſs over other atrocious errors in 
| filence, becauſe my tears prevent me from writ- 
ing. Thou haſt. aſſented, alas, to ſuch accurſed 


are the chains of hell, with which the Popiſh faith 
enſlaves thee { 

„Ah, dear child, as the bible is dear to thee, 
as the blood of thy Jeſus is dear to thee, as Jeſus 
himſelt, who loved thee ſo ardently is dear to * 

tee 


doctrines, whoſe end is condemnation; and ſuch 
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„ 
free thyſelf from theſe fetters of the Devil, come 
forth from this Popiſh darkneſs, that thou mayeſt 
not be infected with its plagues. | 

% | conjure thee by thy conſcience, confeſs to 
me the truth, and the thoughts of thy heart, 
which will be hereatter diſcloſed to my omniſcient 
Jeſus. Is it not true, that earthly gain hath en- 
ticed thee to adopt this faith? But deſpiſe all ſuch 
promiſes; for what good could it do thee, it thou 
ſhouldſt gain the whole world, and loſe thy own 
ſoul ?=Doft thou think the greateſt riches could be 
of uſe to thee, whilſt I am obliged to curſe thee 
on account of thy wickedneſs and abjuration of 
thy God ?—Dofſt thou not know that a mother's 
curſe 1s able to deſtroy the houſes and fortunes of 
her children ? 

© We Proteſtants have a juſt God, who, if we 
put our truſt in him, liberally rewards us; wha 
alſo, when it is proper, will comfort the wretched, 
and fil the hungry. with good things. 

* My maternal heart ſtands allo open thee, my 
child, and is ready at any time to receive thee.— 
Have pity then upon thy miſerable ſoul, Oh thou 
child of my body, whom I have borne next my 
heart, with great pain, and carefully nouriſhed.— 
Have pity then on thy poor mother, whom thou 
wilt otherwiſe bring down to the grave with ſor- 
row, and return again to the evangelic truth, 
that I may not live with thee here, but alſo with 
thy bleſſed forefathers in eternal happineſs with 
Jeſus. | 

* On account of which circumſtance I wiſh. 
that my womb had been thy grave, that I might 
not behold thee in the gloom of hell | | 

Return, dear child, to God the heavenly 
tather, by the holy and certain declaration of 


Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, may forgive thee for the heavy crime 
which thou haſt been guilty of, as well as the 
apoſtate Peter; and that I, thy hitherto afflicted 
mother, may then have reaſon to cry out with 
Joy :—*© For my fon was dead, and 1s alive again. 
Luke xv. 24. 

Oh bletled day! O joyful hour! that ſhall 
announce thy return to me. TI will therefore day 
and night implore the goodneſs. of God, and no 
doubt but God will hear my prayer and attend to 
my carneſt tears; for a woman cannot forget her 
child, ſo as not to have Pity upon the ſon of her 
womb ?—l will not forget thee, my ſon, in all m 
piayers, who art in danger of loſing thy ſoul*. 


J remain, 
Thy moft ſincerely affeQionate, 
But, on account of thy dreadful 
Apoſtacy, thy ſighing and bitterly 


Weeping mother.“ 
* ſh the — 
1 
I muſt alſo mention, that a ſhort time before 
the Prince's converſicn to the Roman Catholic 1eli- 


gion, his uncle died, and that he is now hereditary 
. 


* Being very far from approving of many opinions diſco- 
vered in this letter, I here beg the reader to conſider the per- 
ſen who wrote it. He will undoubtedly pardon every harſh 
expreſſion, when he conſiders that ſhe laboured under the er- 
roneous idea that no one could be ſaved who was not of her 
own perſuaſion, and that fhe was obliged to make uſe of every 
thing in her power to reſcue her ſon. 

N Note by Count O**#, 


I muſt 


there ſhould be a plan of miſchicf forming, we 


(  F | 
1'muft now bring the reader once more to that 
period, when Lord Seymour found me again in 
his diſguiſe as ſhew-man. 1 
Our common endeavours were made for a long 
while in vain, to learn ſomething.” more of the 
Prince, than what we had diſcovered from John- 
ſon's letters, which was but of little benefit, as 
the ſource was“ locked up from whence the in- 
formation came. In every letter we received from 
him (for he knew at preſent of my being with his“ 
Lordſhip, and my intended plan of ſaving the 
Prince) he mentioned that the Prince became 
every day more thoughtful, and lived quite rett- 
red from the world. And that in ſpite of his en- 
deavours he could not diſcover the Armenian's- 
object. That the completion of it was near, we 
eaſily gueſſed, and this made us ſo much the 
more anxious, for he conducted his operations fo. 
clandeſtinely, that nobody could either diſcover or 
conjecture his intention. The before- mentioned 
hieroglyphical letter was now underſtood by us 
more clearly than when we firſt” obtained it, as 
the Prince was now a Roman Catholic, and ſtood - 
at the foot of the throne ; but the. time when the 
contents of that letter could be fulfilled, was 
neceſſarily that, when he ſhould become Regent 
of, which could not be expected ſo foon.— 
Beſides this, we were fearful: that all our pre- 
ſentiments were not well founded—and though 
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could not yet know for a certainty whether the 
Prince, who ought to be the principal perſon in 
it, was willing to conſent. This prevented us from 
taking a ſtep which would inevitably have produ- 
ced bad conſequenees for. the Prince, and which 

we. 
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we agreed to delay until the danger was greater. 
This period arrived but too ſoon. 
One evening when it was very late Lord Sey- 
mour came to me. His countenance announced 
ſomething extraordinary. 
« Friend!” he exclaimed with aſtoniſhment, © J 
have news to communicate which you never would 
have imagined! The Prince has found his Gicek 
Lady, his Thereſa Y? 
* You joke,” I replied. © How is that poſſi- 
ble, when he is dead, and Baron F- * himfcif 
has ee n her diſſected— How is that poſſible 7?” 
This queſtion you mult afk the Armenian, 
In . he is alive, and every word of the Prince 
breathes happineſs and ecſtaly. I ſaw her come 
out from the convent—ſaw how he embraced her, 
and preſſed her to his heart, and heard him in the 
greateſt rapture call her name, In ſhort ſhe 1s 
alive, and 1 diſcovered it by the ſtrangeſt acci- 
dent.“ | 
I was wandering about, and my feet conducted 
me by the convent * * ® ;— The hiſtory of the 
Prince made this convent remarkable to me, and l 
never went by it without giving a free ſcope to 
mo ſenſations. 
1 found the church open and went into it. A 
ſolema tranquillity ſurrounded me, and my ſteps 
were gently echoed in the vaulted aifles. This 
little circumſtance made a ſtill greater impreſſion 
upon my imagination, and I found myſelf ſo un- 
well that I could not proceed. 
A ſide door, which I never had obſerved, at- 
tracted my eye. I opened it, and diſcovered a 
ſtair-caſe which led into the vaults of the chapel. 
[ went down and found myſelf in a ſpacious cell, 
ſurrounded by the dead mouldering in their 2 
an 


N 


1 


and which was dimly illuminated by a lamp that 
was ſuſpended in the middle of the arch by a 

chain. | 
Before I could recover my powers of recolleCti- 
on (for I muſt confeſs, that, natural as it was to 
find in ſuch a ſituation a bur ial vault, I did not ex- 
pect it when I ſtepped town) I heard behind me the 
rattling of a door, and the echo of ſome footſteps 
which ſeemed to approach. I was afraid of being 
diſcovered, and detained fqr a thief. I retired into 
a corner where I could ſee every thing that palled, 
without being obſerved, if they did not ſearch the 
whole vault, and which I did not fear. I had 
ſcarcely ſtood two minutes in the corner, when 
the door opened, and in came —— the Armenian 
and the Prince. The firft was dreſſed in a long 
white robe, thrown looſely over his body : there 
was a ſolemn but agreeable dignity, and confidenti- 
al ſeriouſneſs pictured in his face. He took from 
under his arm eight torches, and lighted them at 
the burning lamp. Each of them he moved to- 
wards the four walls, and bowed each time. One 
of them he gave to the Prince, and the other ſe- 
ven he placed around him in a circle, He kneeled 
in the circle; and then, for a long time, lay 
ſpeechleſs and without motion upon his face. At 
laſt he aroſe, and ſpread out his hands over. the 
burning torches. He drew from out his boſom a 
bottle in which was a liquid, which he difperſed 
towards the four corners of heaven, and uttered 
ſome words which I could not underſtand. In the 
mean time there was heard delightful muſic, which 
was at ſome diſtarice, although it appeared to be 
near. It ſeemed to me to be a ſmall organ. How- 
ever, I muſt confeſs, that all theſe unexpected ma- 
gical arrangements of the Armenian had a great 
| | F 3 effect 
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effect upon my mind, and threw me into ſuch a ſi- 
tuation that I felt more than I can deſcribe. 
The Armenian now drew from under his dreſs 
a ſmall ſilver cenſor, upon which he put ſomething 
that cauſed an agreeable odour through the vault. 
That the whole was intended to raiſe ſome ſpirit, 
I expected at the firſt ſight, and I was curious to 
know how he would ſucceed, as | did not perceive 
the leaſt apparatus for his purpoſe. I muſt confeſs 
to you, dear Count, that I had determined, if it 
were poſſible, to interrupt the mountebank-tricks 
of this Armenian, and under that idea, I always 
carried about me a brace of pocket piſtols. But it 
did not come to that. He put the cenſor upon the 
ground, fell again upon his face, and remained in 
that ſituation for ſome minutes. Having riſen 
again, he repeated the ſame indiſtinct wores which 
he had uttered before; and, after a pauſe, ſtretch- 
ed his hand towards a new coffin, and let it fall ſlow- 
ly upon it. Suddenly the lid made a rattling noiſe, 
and fell to the ground. The Greek Lady inſtant- 
ly appeared. She was wrapped in white burial li- 
nen. Inexpreſſible ſerenity beamed in her countes 
nance, and there was not the leaſt appearance of 
her having been ill. The Princelet fall the torch, 
which till then he held immovable in his od 
ruſhed towards her, and claſped her with ſpecchleſs 
ecſtacy in his arms. I muſt confeſs that I was al- 
moſt petrified by her appearance, and had nearly 
betrayed myſelf. This ſilent pauſe laſted for a 
long time, while the beloved preſſed each other to 
their hearts, and an eager kiſs renewed their bonds 
of attachment. They then uttered, with tender 
emotion, each other's name, and ſaid—Now thou 
art mine again for ever! 
The Armenian remained in his circle of torches 
rom 


\ 

C3 Þ : 
from which he had not removed, and delighted 
himſelf with the ſpectacle. He could not, how- 
ever, conceal his joy at the ſucceſs of his artifice, 
and I perceived it ſtruggled with that ſolemn affect- 
ed gravity which he ſought to maintain. 

“Let us not remain longer among the dead, 
ſaid ſhe, and led the Prince to the door. | 

& Are you now ſatisfièd with me?“ ſaid the Ar- 
menian to the Prince, And will you now willing- 
ly fulfil my wiſh?” | | 

« All, all!” he exclaimed. | 

They went away, and I immediately crept out 
of my corner. It was lucky for me that they left 
the door - open, otherwiſe perhaps you might never 
have ſeen me again. 

The next morning very early—oontinued the 
Count O“, whilſt I was lying muſing in bed, I 
heard a knocking at my door, I threw-ſome clothes 
careleſsly over me: and ran to open it. The Ar- 
menian came in, and gave me a letter directed to 
*; and, likewiſe a conſiderable ſum of money, 
partly in notes and partly in caſh, defiring me at” 
the ſame time ta purſue my journey with. the great- 
eſt diſpatch. : | 

* If you arrive at. the place appointed, expediti- 
ouſly,” ſaid he and deliver this letter into the 
hands of the proper perſon, your: recompence will 
be great; but if you fail in the leaſt particular, 
that may be ſerviceable in the commiſſion, death is 
inevitably your lot; though you ſhould hide your- 
ſelf in any corner of the world.” | 

Theſe were his laſt words, and he went away. 

Had I been the perſon whom he thought me to 
be, his conduct could not have failed to accompliſh: 
his buſineſs, and I ſhould have delivered the letter 
as he directed for my own intereſt. But he was 
ſcarcely gone, when | bolted the door, and opened 
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the letter. It was written in the ſame hieroglyphi— 
cal characters as the former, and without waiting 
to dreſs myſelf properly, I ran to communicate to 
Lord Seymour my acquiſition. We both ſat down 
to decypher it. The contents were as follows: 
„ The Prince is turned Roman Catholic, and 
has now conſented to every thing. His uncle is no 
more, and he ſtands at the next ſtep to the throne, 
A hint from me, and he is elected. The appoint- 
ed day for this is the ** of April. Your's muſt be 
killed the ** of April, and in the mean time the 
Prince muſt be proctaimed King by you. That he 
will agree to all your propoſals and execute them, 
[ once more aſſure you and anſwer for his word, 
„The enemy from without, and the citizens 
are to attack proud Venice at the ſame time. Sure— 
ly it muſt be conquered! Rejoice! From its ru- 
ins will bloſſom our happineſs, for which we have 
laboured fo many years. But the fruit taſtet ſweet- 
er which we raiſe with difficulty, than that which 
Tequires no Cares. | 

| c The conſpirators at Venice.” 
We ſtood and looked at one another, without 
being able toutter a word. 

„ The danger is now truly imminent,” ſaid 
Lord Seymour, after a pauſe, “ and we muſt diſco- 
ver all to the inquiſition of the ſtate, elſe we ſhall 
be deemed equally culpable with theſe villains.” 

Before I could make any anſwer Johnſon ruſhed 
into the room. | 
From him we learned that the Prince, the Ar- 
menian, and alſo Biondello, had already been 
ſecured by the officers of the inquiſition, and were 
in cloſe confinement. 

Our terror and aſtoniſhment, continued the 
Count ** were indeſcribable; we remained for a 


long 
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long time immovable in the ſituation in which thi 


intelligence had thrown us; and we had a ſtili long- 
er time to ſtay before we could form any reſolution 
of what we ought to do, not ſo much to free our- 
ſelves from danger, as to make the ſituation of the 
Prince more tolerable. As ſoon they had, in ſome 
reſpect, learnt the dreadful plan which appeared ſo 
diſtinctly by the letter of the Armenian, —the 


thought that any offence againſt the Rehablei here, 


had already been fo often ſeverely puniſhed, and 
that it had been the conſtant practice of thefe 1m- 
placable judges to condemn him to death, who was 
only ſuſpected to be dangerous to them, even ſhould 
he have performed the greateſt and moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed ſervices to the ſtate, ſtruck us with the 
moſt dreadful apprehenſion. All my fortitude for- 
ſook me. Lord Seymour, who always in misfor- 
tunes retained a coolneſs of temper, ſat mute, and 
the projecting Johnſon kept his eyes fixed upon the 
ceiling. By the account which our faithful boat- 
man gave us, we learnt that already ſeveral noble- 
men had been impriſoned, and many others had 
eſcaped. Our fear was now at the higheſt. No 
doubt now remained, that ſome perſon muſt have 
given them information; and every ray of hope, 
which confidence inſpires, forſook us. Plans were 
formed and immediately given up, on account of 
their inconſiſtency. Johnſon took no part in them, 
but went away without ſaving a word of what was 
his intention ; and before we had time to interro- 
gate him why he would leave us, he was out of 
ſight. He returned after he had been abſent ſeveral 
hours: our door was ſuddehly opened, and a fright- 
ful officer of the inquiſition entered. How the 
mind of a guilty perſon muſt fink at the fight of 
ſuch a man, I could eaſily judge by my own fears, 
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which in ſpite of my innocence almoſt overpewer. 

ed me. I nevertheleſs recovered myſelf ſoon, to 

which the cool behaviour of Lord Seymour contri. 
buted in a great meaſure. 

An open confeſſion of truth, and. intrepidity,” 
ſaid he to me in a whiſper, “ are uſeful upon all 
occaſions, and I hope. will conduct us fafely through 
this buſineſs.” 

After the officer had looked at us for ſome mi- 
nutes, he told us coolly what was his commiſſion; 
and that we muſt follow him to the tribunal. This 
was ſaid without circumlocution, and we endea- 
voured to determine with ourſelves what could be 
the meaning of this exerciſe of their. power again: 
us. Without a ſingle word being ſpoken, we ar- 
rived at the place of our deſtination, when we were 
immediately ſeparated from each other. The 
room into which they conducted me, excepting the 
fortifications to prevent the eſcape of any perſon, 
had not the appearance of a priſon. Every ac- 
commodation was contained in the apartments, and 
this circumſtance ſerved to leſſen my fear. That 
we were confined here. on account of the Prince 
was very evident; but. how. they had diſcovered 
us in. our retirement was a. matter. ſtill to be ac- 
counted for. Already ſeveral hours had. paſſed, in 
which I puzzled my. brain to find out by what poſ- 
ſible means this. accident could have happened, 
when I was. ſummoned to the audience. They 
looked at me with ſtern. countenances, . and re- 
quires of me the hiſtory of my reſidence in Venice, 
and ex horted me with calmneſs te ſpeak the truth 
faithfully ; for they ſaid. it would be better for me 
ſo to do, as they knew already every thing without 
my telling it, and that I muſt not think I could 
utter a ſingle falſhood undetegted, When I had 

| | finiſhed" 
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finiſhed my hiſtory, in which I concealed not the 
ſmalleſt circumſtance, and after 1 had atteſted 
every part, the countenances of the inquiſitors 
ſcemed to relax. My examination was then read 
to me, and after I had confirmed every thing 
therein, I was re-committed to priſon. 

For ſeveral days they confined me under. this 
arreſt, during which time, contrary to my expec- 
tations, they permitted me to amuſe myſelf with 
reading. After the expiration of a week they an- 
nounced to me my freedom, with the condition, 
that I ſhould continue ſtill at Venice, that I might, 

if required, undergo another examination.—The 
circumſtances under which Lord Seymour and my- 
ſelf, had been committed were fo ſingular, that I 
had no doubt,. although I had not ſeen him, but 
that he would obtain again his liberty, —and I was 
right, he met me at the door, and we returned arm 
in arm to our habitation. Johnſon came to us and 
our joy at meeting, notwithſtanding our ſhort ſe- 
paration, was as great as if we had not ſeen each 
other for ſome years. The pleafure of having re- 
gained our liberty was ſo ſenſibly felt by us, that 
we forgot the Prince and every thing elſe, and 
gave ourſelves up entirely to exceſſive joy.— Till 
then I had always thought that the welfare of the 
Prince had lain nearer to my heart than my own, 
but I found that L had deceived myſelf; for other- 
wiſe how could I have become ſo totally taken up 
with the firſt impulſe of my joy, when | ns not 
the leaſt circumſtance of his ſituation ? but I will 
do my heart the juſtice to ſay that I ſhould not ſo 
ealily have given myſelf up to the natural impulſe 
of my feelings, had I not been full of hope for his 
ſafety. All that I had hitherto heard concerning 
the policy of this place, was deſcriptive of cruelty, - 


or, 
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or, if this word ſhould ſeem too harſh, of the 
greateſt injuſtice, inſomuch as they did not ſuffici- 
ently, diſtinguiſh between the innocent and guilty, 
and maintained the horrid maxim, that it was bet— 
ter that many innocent people ſhould ſuffer than 
that one guilty perſon ſhould eſcape.— They con- 
ducted themſelves however towards me, in a way 
ſo different from my ideas of their clemency, that 
it was not wonderful I ſhould indulge ſome hope 
for the Prince, and prefer my own experience to 
what l had formerly heard, and of which I knew 
nothing, although my paſſions perſuaded me to be- 
lieve. I had, beſides, without departing from 
the truth, ſpoken ſa much in favour of the Prince, 
that L did not doubt but it would excite compaſſion 
in them for ſo exalted a character. Nor could it 
reaſonably be thought that they would be ſo fooliſh, 
as to depart in this inſtance from their general rules, 
and execute juſtice with rigour, particularly as, not 
being a Venetian Nobleman, his removal would 
ſecure the poſſibility of future danger to them. 

After the firſt emotions were over, we aſked 
Johnſon if he had not been in fear for us when he 
learnt our misfortunes ? 

« Not in the leaſt” ſaid he, ſmiling, and then 
he gave us to underſtand to our great aſtoniſhment, 
that he had been the cauſe of our being brought 

efore the tribunal.— 

Fou!“ interrupted Lord Seymour angrily, 
e J am very anxious to know the grounds ot this 
ſingular proceeding.— It was very evident by rea- 
ſon of your anger you did not perhaps perceive it. 
Do you think that the inquiſition would not have 
came in ſearch of you ? muſt not the letter from 
the Armenian, and all the papers found upon the 
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« But it is fortunate that it did not happen.—-I 
muſt add, that I ſee no excuſe for ſo extraordinary 
an undertaking, when you could not foreſee th 

ood that was to ariſe from it.” | 

„ That (I will affirm with the greateſt truth) TI 
could always foreſee, and, beſides, had it come to 
the worſt, the evil never could have been ſo great, 
as if we had ſuffered it to be diſcovered. They 
will alſo be more ſatisfied if they come at the truth 
by our examination, than if they ſuſpected we had 
kept back from making theſe important diſcoveries 
to the ſlate till we were obliged to do it. And in 
what an advantageous light will the unfortunate. 
circumſtances of the beſt of Princes be looked upon 
by ſuch means, and how greatly muſt our free 
conſeſſion contribute to our excuſe, which diſco- 
vering itſelf in a multitude of circumſtances can 
not have a different effect? It certainly muſt diſ- 
poſe them to believe our word in future, when 
they have found that all our aſſertions have been 
ſo exactly conformable to the truth.“ 

* You have caiculated upon the future very 
juſtly, and I will fpare my reproaches; but as vou 
kept up this manceuvre ſo well, you ſhould at leaſt 
have given us ſome intimation of your deſign; for 
| muſt certainly confeſs {you will excuſe me) that 
you took a great liberty in acting in this manner; 
and that it was very dangerous to put us ſo ſudden= 
I; and unexpettedly into a fituation which we 
could not poſſibly foreſee,” —* As you ſpeak ſo 
candidly, I ſhall not longer oppoſe you; but we 
ſhould have been equally unprovided for the ex- 
am nation, if vœ had been apprehended. If you 
recollect, I remarked, a little time before I went 
out, that in cafe we ſhould be brought before tlie 
tribunal, it would be better for us to adhere faith- 
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fully to the truth: And could you defire any für- 
ther preparation? Can any danger attend ſpeaking 
the truth? Upon this ground I formed my plan, 
and feigned your conſent, 'becauſe it muſt end well, 
— But the principal ground that I went upon, was 
not to loſs any time, for I was inſtructed early in i 
the morning in what I-ought to undertake. This: 
accident would have certainly happened, if we had 
deliberated any longer, and therefore I thought 
it moſt prudent and wiſe to act as I did.“ 

* Pity,” ſaid Lord Seymour, laughing, *©that 
your ſcheme is not publiſhed; it might ſerve o 
deprive many an undertaking of its conſequences, 

This obſervation which he joined with ſome 
friendly jokes, changed our tone ſuddenly and un- 
expectedly to a greater degree of happineſs; and 
we delivered ourſelves up to the felicity of the pre- 
ſent moment, without prying the leaſt into futu- 
rity, and without being willing to withdraw the 
veil which ſo completely obſcured it. Haw many 
more happy hours would mankind enjoy if they 
could always do ſo, 25 ö 

«But had we not better dreſs ourſelves in our 
own clothes,” ſaid Johnſon, ** at-laſt?” 

I thought.it was better to dreſs again in our pro- 
per habits,. becauſe if any of the conſpirators ſtill 
remained here, we ſhould be in leſs danger of be. 
ing aſſaſſinated by them. We concluded upon this 
to be the wiſeſt plan, and the Lord and Johnſon 
went out immediately to take meaſures accordingly. 
They had not been gone above an hour, when a 
ſtranger came to me, and, in broken Latin exet- 
ſed the liberty he. was taking. I was ſurpriſed 
that he did not make an attempt te find whether | 
underſtood the Venetian language, 1- could 15 


| ( 93. ) 
help ſuſpecting that he already knew me, and was 
acquainted, that, in the part 1 had undertaken, 
I had ftudiouſly avoided the appearance of under- 


ſtanding the Venetian tongue. And ſo it was. I 
learnt ſaon after he had entreated me not to keep 


für- 
aking 
plan, 


well. 


1 any ſecret from him, that he was the keeper of the 
Tha! priſon of the inquiſition of the ſtate, and that the 
e hat Armenian had ſent him with a letter to me for the 


* * which he requeſted me with earneſt entreaty 
to detiver immediately, He gave me at the ſame 
th time every advice, by which I could make my eſ- 
cape, without creating ſuſpicion. Men, he ſaid, 
did not always efcape ſo well as I had done, after 
having been cited before the tribunal; and he tried 
by every aſſiduous art to make me haſten my de- 
and parture. I promiſed every thing, and ordered 
e pre- him to tell the Armenian that it was not in the leaſt 
"furs my fault, but owing to indiſpoſition that did not 
1 immedia; V ſet out, after the receipt of his laſt 
many letter, After he was gone [ opened the letter, and 
* they found in hieroglyphics the following account. 
If immediate aſſiſtance does not arrive, all is 
loſt,—1, the Prince, and many other conſpirators 
are in priſon It always appeared to me that this 
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ir pro- event would take place, and therefore [ had before- 
« (11-8 hand guarded againſt it: ſo that nothing can hap- 
of be. pen of conſequence, and no leſs. will be incurred, 
on this if our foreign friends are not too tardy. We have 


hoſon WY bong agreed that the information we ſhall give in 
ingly. this place ſhall be exactly ſimilar, and it will not 

be difficult for us to delay the examination for ſome 
ow" time longer. While | myſelf was at the head of 
-prifed this ſtate, and many high offices were then in my 
ther 1 boſſeſion, I took care to leave the priſon in ſuch a 
d not ſtate, that we could eaſily make onr eſcape; and 


| (till poſſeſs many friends who will enable us to re- 
gain 


1 


gain our liberty, as ſoon as it ſhall appear that our 
coadjutors are as brave as uſual.— To the Count 
* * and“ “ T have already written, and there is no 
doubt but that all will go on as much to our wiſhes 
as before, although they thought themſclves ſo 
fare of us after they had taken us into cuſtody, The 
bearer of this letter has alſo been before the ti. 
bunal, and has been examined, and was forty. : 
nately acquitted, a proof that theſe gentlemen 
are not ſo wiſe as they would think themſclves; 
and that they will become the ſport of me and my 
confederates, —Every thing elſe remains as before, 
The Chief of the Venetian 
conſpirators.“ 

T and my companions were equally aſtoniſhed 
at the contents of this letter, which I ſhewed them 
upon their return,, and particularly at the ſtyle in 
which it was written, and at the new baſe plot 
which was already ſo artinciaſly plannes und con- 
fided in. We were unanimouſly of opinion that 
this letter ought to be delivered to the inquiſition, 
but we were not determined which of us could un- 
dertake this with the greateſt propriety, without 

exciting the ſuſpicions of the Armenian's coac|u- 
tors. Johnſon e himſelf with this commiſſ- 
on, and immediately went out with the letter, 
under the ſuppoſition (as he had been formerly in- 

| ſpeCtor of the Prince's finances) of having ſome— 
thing of conſequence to communicate. He Wes 
immediately admitted They were aſtoniſhed at the 
contents of this letter, and as much foat the poſſibility 
of ſo noted a priſon as thatof the inquiſition being thus 
faulty. They returned me (together with a {auf 
box ſet with brilliants, which Johnion brought me 
back) their ſincere thanks for the information, 
which I had * this means given to the ſtate. t 
happend 


— * * — 2 = " x b 1 —_— = = 
2 - ——_— py — hong — \ 
— a "9-20 <P |, " 2 2 EEE ö 3 r 7 - — — = <= = 
2 — — — —- - - - a+ — 4 * - as 26 
8 * : + 4 #T * . 

— - * - * 4 2 

d — * — = a _ — w — — — 

. * — — — 


=== 

—— 
— ſ— ——— 
== 

S : 


7 fn; 
O99 
— —_ 


(99 4 
Happened as I ſuſpected, aftor they had removed 


-the priſoners to other convenient and ſecure places, 
they immediately examined the priſon, and found 
actually, iron crows, ſcaling ladders, files, and 
ſuch like tools, without which it would have been 
| impoſſible to have made an eſcape from ſo ſtrong 
a place. The greater part of them lay hid in the 
walls, ſo that they could not poſſibly have been 
found witheut ſome previous knowledge of them. 
They alſo unfortunately intercepted the letters to 
* * ir. Neither the Armenian nor any of his con- 
federates knew any thing before-hand of this cir- 
.cumſtance. They contrived ſo that they ſhould be 
totally ignorant of this new ſcheme, intending by 
this means perhaps to entangle the conſpirators 
the more ſtrongly in their net; and they entreated 
me to depart from Venice in my Jewiſh dreſs, and 
allo to aſſume the- appearance of being willing to 
| deliver the letter which was entruſted to my charge. 
But neither by this means, nor the innumerable 
ſpies which were always at the ſervice of the ſtate, 
could they diſcover a ſingle conſpirator, excepting 
thoſe they were already acquainted with. Some 
| whom the ſpies accuſed falſely for the ſake of 
money, and who were afterwards happily. cleared, 
.cannot be juſtly reckoned in the number, I re- 
mained no longer abſent from Venice, than was 
neceſlary to put mylelf into a condition to appear 
again in the character of the Count O. My ſud- 
den re-appearance excited great aſtoniſhment : they 
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2 would ſcarecly believe their eyes, and I had enough 
— todo to invent a probable hiſtory which would 
uf account for my ſudden departure and reported 


death. They credited my aſſertions (in a period 
ſo full of myſteries, in which they were every 
where taught to expect -wonders from thoſe who 
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ſtood in any manner connected with the Prince) 
very readily believed, or at leaſt pretended to be. 
lieve me, which was quite ſufficient for my purpoſe, 
becauſe they no longer made inquiries after mg, 
which I had endeavoured all along to prevent, hy 
aſſuming a myſterious air. Lord Seymour had alſo 
now reaſſumed his former character, and for appear. 
ance ſake, had taken Johnſon into his ſervice. And 
now all the ſuſpected people belonging to the 
Prince were at liberty; and it excited no aſtoniſh- 
ment to ſee me with Lord Seymour, being an old 
acquaintance of his, and they even ſaw me take 
lodgings in the ſame hotel with him. Here we 
were all aſſembled together again, and this with 
the wiſh and conſent of the inquiſition, not to 
give them any cauſe of ſuſpicion, and that they 
might know immediately where to find us. The 
Precaution with which we proceeded, may appear 
to ſome people unneceſſary, becauſe we never 
Heard the leaſt report of the Armenian having ae. 
complices remaining, that could in the leaſt inter- 
Tupt our plans. T for my part employed my time 
in endeavouring to obtain an interview with the 
Prince, but this the ſcrupulous inquiſition conſtant: 
ly refuſed, although they conducted themſelves to- 
wards me with ſo much complaiſance; and it ws 
with great difficulty that I could learn thus much 
from them, viz. that his preſent ſituation was not 
inſupportable, and that they treated him with 
greater conſideration than ſo capital a crime deſerv- 
ed. 3 
With this I was obliged to content myſelt, and 
that the time of our waiting for the event of this 
important affair might appear as ſhort as poſſible, 
we frequented every public place of amuſement 
in the city. 'The beſt of theſe was what they cal 
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Bafni*, in which that reſerved: conduct and: cold 


nce) behaviour were leſs obſervable, which always 

de. baniſhed every ſocrable friendſhip from the ſociety 

pole, of the Venetians. | | 

me, One evening | was preſent at one of theſe Baſi- 

t, by ni: and there was alſo an officer in a uniform at 
ally the ſame place. — The hiſtory of this colonel and 

* his companions came into my mind, and | could 

n 


not help ſuſpecting that it was the ſame perſon 


J the who would have murdered the Prince by means of 
Oniſh- his footman. I was not miſtaken—it was indeed 
in old he colonel himſelf. I heard his name by accident. 


I could with difficulty hide.my terror, in ſpite of 
all the good I had formerly heard of the colonel. 
vas in this caſe obliged to believe the evidence 


got to 7 of the footman, and I concluded that perhaps out 


t they of an ill-judged zeal for his court, he had conſent- 
The ed that the murder of the Prince ſhould be perpe- 
appear trated. I immecu'tely left the room, and went 
nevet ia queſt of Lord Seymour, to whom I 'communi- 
ing ac. ated my diſcovery. 
inter- 


„Is the colonel. there now?“ ſaid he, inter- 
upting me | 

„Very likely,” ſaid I, “ for when I left the 
* he was deeply engaged at the gaming- ta- 
Let us then return to him.” You ſurely 
oke; for how can I expect any thing good from 
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n with * Theſe Biſini were either private Baſini, held in ſmall 
deſerve zouſes, where the principal Venetians ſpent their time in pri- 

| ate meditation, or in the ſociety of particular friends, or of- 
1 entimes they were a kind of club, of which the following is 
elt, and he account. — Whoever wiſhed to have admiſſion here, muſt 
t of this de firſt introduced by a member, arid then he could return as 
poſſible, 1 be pleaſed. Theſe meetings, therefore, were not 
"(Cement getter. public, as we might be led to ſuppoſe from the 


bunt O's account of them.” 
hey cal 


* him, 
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him, ſince I am a friend of that Prince whom hs 
would have murdered ?—Do you not rather think 
that he has put himſelf in the way of me becauſe 
he has ſome deſign upon me ? or do you not really 
believe that the colonel at the requeſt of the court 
would have ordered the Prince to be murdered ?” 
* And why do you aſk me? have you not ſeen 
ohnſon's letter, in which it is ſo clearly proved ?? 
* Johnſon only related what he had heard from 
the footman, a man of very ſhallow judgment, 
who might eaſily be deceived, provided the fly 
Armenian wiſhed to uſe him as a ſnare to entrap 
the Prince. But that I may not have more ob- 
jections to encounter, | will readily concede to 
your opinion, that this colonel] has really ſought 
after the liſe of the Prince, nay even more, that 
he has dangerous views upon yourſelf, and yet 
I will entreat you to go with me. We ſhall ha- 
Zard nothing by this means, for we can eaſily re- 
main at the Bafint till day, and then we ſhall be 
ſafe enough, even if your ſuſpicions are well 
founded, and you will learn alſo if he is an honell 
man, how to deſpiſe the wicked, and will more- 
over be freed from a vain fear. Who knows, but 
we may gain from him information, which may 
be of the greateſt ſervice too!—T was aſhamed of 
my childiſh fears, and conſented to go with him, 
As ſoon as he had an opportunity he began a con- 
verſation with the colonel, which I overheard at 
a diſtance, and they ſoon became To well pleaſed 
with each other that the colonel promiſed Lord 
Seymour to breakfaſt with him the next morning, 
which circumſtance was highly gratifying to me, 
as I hoped the bufineſs would be then entirely ex. 


' plained The whole company ſeemed to be well 


diſpoſed to pleaſure, and purfued every thing that 
| was 
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1 
was agreeable or entertaining. They joked, 
laghed, and ſometimes entertained themſelves 
with play, according to the taſte of each individu- 
al. The morning ſtar had riſen before we con- 
ſented to return home. The colonel pleaſed with 
the former invitation of Seymour, agreed to go 
home with him 1mmediately, and we took him 1a 
the coach between us. 

„This then is your lodging” ſaid he, as we 
ſtopped oppoſite to our apartment. Now this is 
lucky for me; for I can at the ſame pay a viſit 
which | was willing to have made this day, but 
could not find my man.” Se” 

* May I aſk,” enquired Seymour,“ who this 
perſon is.“ 

The Count O.“ 

Lord Seymour gave me a fide look, which I re- 
turned ſignificantly, 

Do you know Count O?“ ſaid Seymour after 
a pauſe; © you and | will vifit him to become 
acquainted with him—and I hope your vifit will 
be by no means unpleaſant, as at firſt J feared it 
might be.“ 

cannot tell you how the affair hangs, and 
(you will excuſe me) were I not an open hearted Ger- 
man grown grey in the midſt of gaiety, where one 
learns to hate diſſimulation; as you are deſirous of 
procuring a ſecret from me, I would invent a 
tale to deceive you, and then laugh at you behind 
your back.” 

The open conduct of the colonel, brought him 
more and more into my favour, particularly as he 
did not take the leaſt pains to conceal any thing. 
Johnſon now came to us and opened the door.— 
The colonel awoke as from a dream —He aſked | 
Seymour his name, and, as ſoon he had heard it, 

VOL. 11, 7 93 ſtept 
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Kept back a few ſteps, and ſtood with folded arms 


n aſtoniſhment.— 
5 Seymour!“ he exclaimed, are you Lord 
Seymour.” Have I not out of pure civility com- 
mitted a ſtupid blunder, in not having long ago 
aſked your name? and am I really with you? 
and even going to breakfaſt with you ?—Surely 
you will not make me go mad. And you (addreſ- 
:fing himſelf. to me) perhaps you are Count O** 
.bimſelf.,” 
The ſame, at your ſervice — he took my hand, 
and ſhook it very heartily.— 
I rejoice from my heart,” ſaid he, to ſee 
you; and am truly glad to become acquainted 
with you.” 
Every remaining diſtruſt which I entertained 
as removed, ſo ſoon as I learnt from him that 
he. had been here only a few days, and that it was 
the fiſt time he had ever been in Venice; and 
this he proved by many ioconteſtible evidences. It 
was alſo evident, that Lord Seymour had judged 
Tightly; and that the appearance of this colonel, 
with the Prince's footman, muſt have been an 
invention of the Armenian; for the colonel was 
. .confiaed at. the very ſame time by a ſevere illneſs. 
We became more and more communicative to 
each other, and this was not wonderful; for be- 
Hides every other conſideration which could induce 
us to become ſo, a mutual intereſt drew us toge- 
ther, as we both hoped to clear up every thing re- 
lating to the Prince, concerning whom we now 
began to converſe. What I was able to tell the colo- 
mel reſpecting the Prince, the reader already knows 
from the foregoing part ot this hiſtory: and for 
the better elucidation of this - matter, I will relate 
in regular order whatever he informed me of, that 
AeſpeQed the iltory « of the Prince. 


266 Yau 


* OY 7 4% 
8 4 * 


likely than that an irreconcilable rupture 


might judge for himſelf, I bave ſet down every thing taat re ee 
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cc You have, perhaps,“ ſaid the Colonel, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to me, “ heard from the Prins 
himſelf, what a good underſtanding ſubfiſts be- 
tween the preſent Regent of * * * and myſelf. 
And I muſt ſay, I caunot conceive how the Prince 
ſhould take affront at a letter (which, I will be- 
lieve, might contain ſome harſh expreſſions) and 
ſuffer himſelf to be totally ſeparated from him for 
ſuch a trifle. Would it not have been better to 
have endeafoiired to reſute the falſe calumniations, 
which appeared at laſt to be too well founded ?— 
Good God! perhaps by that means all theſe mis- 
fortunes might have been prevented. Bur inſtead 
of this, he returned ſo harſh an anſwer to the 
good man, that it foreed tears from his eyes. L 
muſt tell you, that he converſes with me in the 
moſt friendly manner. What could be more 


ſhould happen between them? Neither of 
them would concede, ſo long as each perſon 
thought himſelf in the right, and to be the injured 
party. And yet my maſter would, in all probabi- 
ity, have ateſended ſo far as to requeſt the 
Prince to juitify himſelf, had it not been for the 
ſhameful interpoſition of ſome men, whoſe inte- 
reſt it evidently was, to prevent this reconciliati- 
on. You muſt not think that the bad reports 
which you heard concerning the - regent were 
altogether true. He is really a good man, altho? 
no philoſopher, nor will he even purchaſe the 
title of a great man, by ſhedding human blood; 
and hence it happens, that many people cal] him. 


a fool; but they only ſhow their own weak- 
neſes ” 


* We eaſily perceive here the chardet of a Ca, but 325 
vertheleſs we muſt not altogether reject the Whole of his Ac 
count, The truth commonly lays between extremes; and that 
the reader might not be deceived by the former accouũt, and 
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But (I interrupted him) have you not learn 
by chance, who it is, that has calumniated the 
Prince at his court ?— 

© The accounts came from different places, 
and. agreed ſo exactly with each other, that they 
would have almoſt made us believe impoffibilities. 
The firſt account was given by the Preſident * *, 
who had a correſpondent in Venice, that commu- 

nicated every thing to him; but the principal ac- 
count was from the Baron F + *, who had always 

been ſo warm a friend of the Prince's, that one 
would rather have expected him to have written 
in his favour than againſt him.“ 

* [ would riſque all my happineſs for a nut- 
ſhell,” I exclaimed, © if the Count F* * ever 
wrotea word to the court prejudicial to his maſter; 

yea, rather—” 

We now know, with certainty,” ſaid he, in- 
.terrupting me haſtily, © that all was treachery ; 
but how could it bs 'known- at that time.—The 
ſhameful and. infamous plot is now unfolded, and 
I am come here to have the whole diſcovered, and 
to impriſon all the other conſpirators.” 

Have you then,” exclaimed Lord Seymour 
and myſelf, at the ſame inſtant, ** have you then 
been able to diſcover this fecret conſpiracy, which 

the very watchful, and vigilant ſtate-inquiſition 
could not effect?“ 
"The Preſident *, . already 
mentioned, was alſo in. the plot, and had been the 
cauſe of all the changes which took place among 
us: — A terrible fall from his horſe, brought him 

to death's door. — All the phyſicians gave him 
Over — But his accuſing conſcience, which.conti- 

nued to torment him, did not pexmit him to dis in 
mo: For ſome time he laid. in the greateſt ago- 
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ny, ſweating as it were drops of blood. At laſt 


he deſired to ſpeak in private with * *, becauſe he 
had ſome information of the greateſt 1 importance to 
communicate to him; and we learnt wl{th horror, 

that he had put to death the hereditary Prince, 
and the uncle of the preſent Prince, by means of 
poiſon, which he had procured from Venice and 
and that a ſimilar fate was likewiſe to have befallen 
** *. Death, certainly the moſt terrible that 


ever fell to the lot of a man, prevented his 'difco- 


vering every thing.—-He had burnt his papers be- 


fore hand, and it was with difficulty that he could 


name to us the principal actors of the conſpiracy 
in this place. Only the Count * * and myſelf 
knew any thing of this affair, and I have UN 
day and night to arrive as ſoon as poſſible. 

« The inquiſition were aſtoniſhed at my ac- 
count, and you well know the rapidity with whieh' 
they at.—Yeſterday I learnt from them, under 


the ſtrongeſt injunctions of ſecrecy, what you, 


Lord Seymour and a Mr, Johnfon had done for 
the Printe, and this induced me to ſeck you im- 
mediately, to become acquainted with you, and L 
hoped alfo to become your friend; but the ſervant 
told me you were not, at home.” '—Johnfon now 
came from a file room, in which he could over- 


hear all our converſation,. and a ſcene followed,. 


the remembrance of which, will ever be dear to 
me, and in which the amiable character of the 


colonel, became more and more conſpicuous, — 
But the more intereſting it might be to us, the 


leſs, perhaps, would the reader gain by the de- 


ſcription ;;.and I ſhall therefore omit it, as it does 
not regufarly belong to the hiſtory. —By means of 
the colonel, who had received unlimited power 


from the court, to act in this buſineſs, relating tO. 
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the nde, according to his. beſt judgment, we 
obtained acceſs to him. He viewed me with a 
ſmile full of grief, and ſhook my hand in a ſor- 
rowful manner. You come not, my dear 
Count, I hope to reproach me?“ ſaid he to me, 
after a ſhort pauſe, during which I endeavoured 
to ſummon up all my refolution.. 

Gracious Prince, ſaid I, can you conceive 
this of me? I with to God l had not found you in 
this ſituation, and I would give my life, if it could 
undo every thing. But I believe this was ordered 
in the councils of eternal Providence, which often 
permits evil to happen, that good may ariſe out 
of it; and yeu have at Icaſt my compaſſion, al- 
though! can give you no other aſſiſtance.” 
thank you; you pour ſweet balſam into my 
wounded mind? but alas! I muſt not accept even 
this compaſſion. Illuſtrious nobleman, whoſe 
goodneſs, I have too little known, I deſerve nat 
the compaſſion of any man, and leaſt of all from 
you, Yes, that would be too much for a finner 
of my defeription, I know how readily-men ex- 
cuſe themſelves, but I cannot do it, and you will 
therefore conclude, whether it is poſlible another 
ſhould. —Let me confeſs to you, that the chain 
of fins, which I have committed, almoſt diſtract 
me. | 
But were you not driven to the commiſſion of 
them all, by irreſiſtible-artifice ? Oh! I know the 
Whole of the tranſaction; I know more .cven than 
vou do; and here [ will declare before the all-wiſe 
God, that you have reſiſted eyery thing, like 2 
man ; that you did not ſuffer yourſelf to be eaſily 
overcome; and that hundreds in your place would 
| have yielded long 780. 

6c But | 


ficient in his greateſt attribute, perfection. How 


tore, and had betrayed you.” 


totally deſtroy my comforts.” 


C103 

« But I, however, ſunk at laſt, and ſo deep! 
Was this neceſſary? Had I not the power to 
withſtand it? Ah! I know I had; for what would 
be virtue, if it had not the power to combat the 
charms of vice? And what would be man if you 
ſhould take from him his free agency? Could we 
ſhun vice, and adhere to virtue,..if we were forced 
by circumſtances, to act as mere machines. No, 
my dear Count, I had rather periſh under the 
weight ofall my unworthineſs, than-aſcribe to God 
the cruelty, that he can create men like an artificer, 
who from the ſame metal makes inſtruments for 
the benefit of mankind, and for their deſtruction.” 

© That I will not ſay, but Oh! Prince! I feel 
the narrow limits of my reaſon, and can offer you 
no farther comfort, than what our religion affords, - 
God is loving and merciful.” But he is juſt in 
the ſame degree, without which he would be de- 


well it is for you, then, that you did not willingly 
commit thoſe errors, nor until you became, as it 
were, intoxicated with zeal !” 

I have anſwered-that argument before - That 
does not excuſe me. I diſregarded my true friends, 
and ſuffered them to be murdered in cold blood.“ 

But you did mot conſent to it, till you 
thought you were convinced, that they were trai- 


& Tconſented to it, however. Invent no more 
excuſes for me, dear Count, for thoſe crimes will 


* Will you then pertinaciouſly reject every 
comfort, that your friend or yous religion can 
offer?“ 

* That I will not; but muſt not the femem-- 
brance of my diſgrace, for ever ew me? Muſt |} 
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It not pur fue me to eternity, and even there make 
me wretched? Can | drive from my memory my 
paſt conduct? Can God forgive me? Alas! my 
dear friend! All conſolation is loſt—every hepe 
gone! An arm, which has once been broken, re- 
tains the effect of the fracture for ever.” 

But, notwithſtanding it afterwards performs 
its ſervices, and the poffeſſor very often forgets, 
that it has been injured. —Belteve me, upon my 
word, you may be happy again, if you chooſe. 


words in the holy ſeripture: There is more joy 
in heaven, over one ſinner that repenteth, than 
over ninety and nine juſt perſons, who need no 
repentance.” 

The Prince meditated, but his countenance loſt 
its fearful expreſſion. His eyes were fixed, and 
darted wildly a look of deſpair, but with a mixture 
of compoſure that denoted hope.—I thought pro- 
per to leave him alone. 

That the reader may comprehend in the moſt 
adequate point of view, the fituation of this un- 
happy man, I have put down the whole dialogue. 
Oh, reader, beſtow on him thy compaſſion, who 
feels thy reproaches, which will be a benefit to 
the heart. Do hot triumph that thou haſt not yet 
been feduced:—Let his errors teach thee, that the 
ſmalleſt ſtep from the path of virtue, is the bcgin- 
ning of the greateſ} erime. 

At my next viſit, I fonnd the Prince, to my 
great happineſs, .more compoſed than when I ſaw 
him the laſt time. Before him the New Teſta- 
ment was laying open, which I had pr ocured him 
at his defire.— | 


Nou,“ ſaid he, © I underſtand many things, 


ros) 


je our religion | It has again elevated my ſoul 5 
which was caſt down by ſo many heavy burdens, 
to the higheſt pitch of gladneſs. To that alone, 
I am indebted for not falling a ſaerifice to the moſt 
horrid de ſpair.— Now the hope again revives, that 
God will forgive me for the ſake of his Son, who- 
ſacrificed himſelf for me.” 

He ſeemed to have renounced every thing in 
this world and his whole occupation was,. to pre- 
pare himſelf for futurity; religron was his only 
thought.— 

% And have you no other wiſh, the fulfilſing 
of which, might make you happy ? ?” I aſked '*m. 
at laſt. 

He continued thoughtful for ſome time. 

„If it were poſſible, —faid he,—I could wiſh 
to underſtand entirely the texture of the decepti- 
ons and malice through which I became ſo unfor- 
tunate. Nobody can give me a key to it but the 
Armenian and they weill refuſe my ſeeing him, I 
ſhould aiio chuſe to die in my native country, and- 
to ſpeak,. were it only one word, to the * * * 
and to aſk his pardon— dear Count, you ſee, my 
wiſhes go too far, I renounce them.” 

I promyſed to do all in my power to fulfil his re- 
queſt, and haſtened immediately to the colonel, 

Happily he met me in the room: 

* Behold,” ſaid he, a new proof how nobly. 
my maſter the **. thinks, and how much is to 
be hoped from him: for the Prince. This moment 


I received the following letter from him.“ — lle 


gave it to me, and I read it. 
6 DEAREST COLONEL,” 


© MY ſituation at your departure did not per- 
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mit me to give you other thav common charges, 
in reſpect to the Prince.—'There is no miſtruſt in 
your mind, nor deceit in your heart, to prevent 
my making you acquainted with my inclination 
very diſtinQtly, and not to leave every further pro- 
ceeding to your prudence ; I am confident that you 
will endeavour to fulfil in every particular on ac- 
count of your love of juſtice, and your hatred to 
wickedneſs, all that can alleviate the diſtreſſes of 
cur unhappy Prince. Know then, that I forgive 
him every thing from my heart, releaſe him from 
every puniſhment, and even wiſh that he may be— 
com; my ſucceſſor. 

lt is on this fide we ought to contemplate 
him. t 

* My heart dictates it to me when ] conſider 
that he did not act in that way willingly, but was 
urged to it by unheard of deception and villainy. 
I wait for your objections. 

lt is underſtood, that all this can happen only 
as ſoon as he ſhall have reformed himſelf entirely, 
and] hope this will be effected by his manifold 
ſufferings ; the whirlpool of misfortunes, and accu- 
mulated miſeries into which he was thrown, muſt 
have opened his eyes, and purified his ſoul. 

& Should my wiſhes, however, not agree with 
the conſequences, I can do nothing more, than 
forgive him on account of myſelf, yet I do not ex- 

peQ that all muſt be kept ſecret from him, that 
my profered forgiveneſs may not put a ſtop to his 
converſion, v 

& If I ſhould die before I have an opportunity 
to relate to him all myſelf, you may ſhew him 
this letter, | 15 

« The whole hiſtory ſhall be made known in 

Venice, according io my wiſh, and the * 
| 2” 4% Me 


: \ 
A TT 
ment of the criminals. As ſoon as the Prince is 
' diſmiſſed as an evidence, you may come ſecretly: 
* hither with him. That all this may not give trou- 
ble, I have written a letter to the tribunal, which + 
you only muſt deliver. | | 
«© Here,—nobody knows any thing of the fear- 
ful hiſtory ; and you will, therefore, contrive as 
much as poſſible, to aſſiſt the prevailing fecrecy. 
My old malady has again attacked me, which 
forrow has not a little contributed to ĩincreaſe, and 
my writing and broken ſentences will ſhew this 
diſtintly—l believe my end is not far off, and I 
wiſh once more to ſpeak to the Prince: Let this 
induce you not to be detained by any circumſtance - 
that is not of real conſequence from haſtening your. 
departure. 


1 
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&«& Is it not true that he is a moſt noble man? 
exclaimed the colonel, and tears of joy rolled 
down his cheeks. ** See, how he give himſelf 
the trouble, on his ſick bed, . whence it muſt have 
been very difficult for him to collect or connect 
his thoughts, to write to me this letter for the 
welfare of the Prince, who in the mean time 
well let us forget that, for he was alſo formerly - 
A 
During that time the Count haſtily took his hat 
and ſword, and wiſhed to deliver the letter. I 
made him acquainted with his defire to ſpeak with 
the inquiſitors, and he haſtened away. 1 
The letter and his repreſentations had fuch an 
effect, that the following day the Armenian was 
conducted to the Prince, who ſurveyed him with 
compoſure. . No look of revenge disfigured his 
eye no reproach eſcaped his lips. Waat a dif- 
7 "EM Ds ference 
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ference between him and the Armenian, who now 
feemed te call up all his powers, to hide his em- 
barraſſment, which for the firſt time in his life 
perhaps did not ſupport him. 

& Prince,” he began. —“ You fee my embar- 
raſſinent, which (for what reaſon I know not), I 
am not able to conceal. Have you commanded 
me to be brought hitter, to delight yourſelf with 
my ſufferings. I fwear to you, you ſhall behold 
me no more, although my body is ſo much enfee- 
bled by impriſonment, that I am now unable to 
command it according to my defires. Or, do you 
wiſh for the happineſs,” whilſt he looked around 
the room, * to ſee me murdered before your eyes? 
Oh! I ſhall not die like a coward, for to me life is 
but a vapour—I feared nobody, and my death 
ſhall not coſt me a figh.”— 

% You wrong yourſelf,” anſwered the Prince, 
with ſorrow, * by ſuch an idea. I forgive from 
my heart all that you have done to me; I forgive 
with joy that you made me unhappy, if you can 
be benefited by that?” 

Can you forgive me? I know not why this 
thought ſo much delights me. But what do you de- 
fire of me ?” 

An explanation of what has happened to me.” 
% No, that cannot be.— Oh, Prince, I ac- 
knowledged your compaſſion, which I do not de- 
ſerve. It affects me more than the moſt excruciating 
torments. Now I contemplate myſelf as a mon- 
ſter. But to what purpoſe? I ſee that I am over- 
powered, and my ſchemes are at an end, Is this 
the caſe with all my confederates ? You wiſh for 
an explanation? 

« Hear then my l which nothing 


can be underſtood by you. I will deliver ir to you 
75 faithfully; 
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faithfully ; for at preſent it is impoſſible for me to 
loſe any thing by it. You cannot think otherwiſe 
than that I am one of the greateſt villains, and my 
narration will tell you the ſame. If I believe that 
I am ſuch a one - Prince, this we ſhall entirely lay 
aſide. Sometimes l think ſo, —ſometimes not. 

This ſhort dialogue will convince you, that 
the leaden roofs alone have produced in me a fee- 
bleneſs which | can bear no longer; the former 
ſtrength of my principles are certainly not fitted 
for a deficiency of intelle&t. You may aſcribe it 
to that if in my narration I ſhould make a miſtake.” 

My hand ſhakes whilft I write down his hiſtory, 
which 1s nothing more than a chain of the moſt 
wicked deeds, Had I not heard it from kimſelf, I 
ſhould doubt whether a man could be able to act 
thus, and could deſtroy without remorſe the laſt 
bloſſom of repentance. 
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1 
MISTORY OF THE ARMTNIAN. 
Related by himſelf. © 


MY father, began the Armenian, was a ſenz. 
tor in this city, which onee trembled at my word 
but now- rejoices that it need ne longer fear me, 
like the child, who is pleaſed to fee the wall beaten. 
againſt which it hurt itſelf; . He had cenduQtd 
himieif in many honourable ſituations, which pru- 
dence and judgment. On aceount of theſe quali- 
ties, which he knew how to make the +beſt uſe of, 
and his great experience, he was inveſtcd with the 
office of ambaſſador at Rome. 

His young conſort, who loved him with the 


warmeſt affection, accompanied him thither, and 


preſented him a few: weeks after their arrival there 
with a ſon—this was me. The exceſſive joy of 
my father was but of ſhort duration—my mother 
gave me life, but to loſe her own by it, for ſhe 
died a few-days after her delivery. 

Doctor Silvie, who had attended my. mother 
during her pregnancy, and by- his indefatigable 
care had acquired the confidence of my father in 
the higheſt degree, from this moment took charge, 
of me. He conſigned me to the care of his wife, 
who had been a little time before breught to bed 
of a daughter, and promiſed, with the greateſt 
pleaſure, to fulfil all the duties of a mother toward 
me. In the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the words ſhe did not 
ſulfil her promiſes, for ſhe ſpoiled me, and never 
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in the ſmalleſt degree obſerved what propenſities I 


uſually called the early bloſſoms of a more than or- 


| fined by any curb, very ſoon took a bent which no 


that | might (before I ſhould know him) be educa- 


very ſoon one of the richeſt of his profeſſion. I , 


( 2147] 


diſcovered, and how they ought to be directed. 
| The Doctor believed alſo that he had done his 
duty when he preſcribed a doſe for me from time 
to time; and as for my vicious tricks, (which are 


dinary genius), nobody ever thought about them. 
Hence it happened that my diſpoſition, not con- 


reſtraint was able to centroul. 
Before I could pronounce my father's name, he 
was recalled from his embaſſy. It was his deſire 


ted here at a diſtance from Venice, and be drawn 
from my obſcurity, when I was formed as he in- 
tended me 10 be. | : | 

He thought to procure me by that means great 
advantages over other children of our nobility, who 
yere in general moſt wretchedly educated. 
Every thing was made uſe of, both to form my 
mind and body. I comprehended every leſſon eaſi- 
ly, and very ſeldom forgot it again; I poſſeſſed 
judgment and memory in a very extraordinary de- 
gree. Every ſcience, art, or exerciſe, which 
they taught me, ſoon became mere play to me, 
and I very often embarraſſed my teachers with 
queſtions and objections. I was every where cele- 
brated as a wonderful child, and the papers very 
often extolled me and my bon-mots, This was 
carried ſo far, that foreigners of the greateſt note 
frequently came to ſee me, or ſent for me to their 
houſes. By the extravagant preſents which they 
made me, the Doctor whom I ſhall call father, as 
I thought him ſo till a future period) became 
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hope not to incur the odium of gaſconading. The 
| | idea 
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idea is intolerable to me. No, I have fach 
enough, which would ſeem incredible, if they had 
not been tranſacted before witneſſes. And what 
fhould I gain by it? Muſt not even my extraordi- 
nary talents be an additional ineitetnent to every 
one who does not profeſs my principles, to con- 
demn me? Will not every one who conceives that 


ſay, that the opinion and ufe which I made of my 
extraordinary talents, render me the greateſt man- 
ſter, with which the earth was ever curſed in the 
form of a human being? Am T not to be deteſted 
for abuſing talents, which if otherwiſe uſed, might 
have bleſſed mankind a thouſand fold, and which 
employed fo baſely, became its curſe ! : 
Prince, I am not able to conceal my ſenſations— 
for what cauſe I know not. I always had fortitude 
enongh, but now it ceaſes. It is as if all my con- 


of curſing the hour in which I was born. Do you 
ſhudder at the idea? - Remember, that I do not 
repent of any of my actions, although they may 


ſhall play the character of a repenting ſinner. I 
tell you this before hand, that you may not take 


ſome pious ſighs over the loſt but recovered ſheep® 


that even now the thought of it makes my hair to ſtand erect. 
| His countenance was indeſcribable frightful. 
Io was doubtful whether he was really a human being, for 


3 what muſt he be who could confider repentance of actions 
; ©, (for which Satan himſelf could not bluſh) as diſgraceful ; and 


| when it op 
us by the me 


en him with violence, ſeek to conceal it be fore 
ſhameful publicity, _ | 
I” Nite of Cunt O * . 
But 


— 


a great gulph is placed between himſelf and me, 


fidence were deſerting me, and I was on the point 


be the cauſe why J ſhall not breathe out my laſt 
ſigh upon a downy pillow. But yet, not to give 
any pain to your reconverted heart, I ſometimes 


it for earneſt, and utter before the proper time, 


* Theſe words were accompanied with a burſt of laughter, 


At that moment 


. 


« , 


children generally does; and it any one ventured 


the period when ] hated him from my ſoul. 


is 
But to continue. My external form correſpond- 
ed with my mind; whoever beheld me, careſſed 
and admired me, and my father would have been 
aſhamed to chaſtiſe ſuch an univerſal darling, if I 
had ever been ſo incautious as to ſuffer myſclf to 
be ſurpriſed in the execution of an unpardonable 
trick, I ſoon conſidered every encornium as a tri- 
bute which was due to me. If I took a diſlike to 
any one, it laſted mueh logger than the hatred of 


to blame me, woe be to him! for I never reſted 
till I revenged myſelf, One incident may be re— 
corded here as an example of the reſt, and will 
give you an idea of what I was in my ſeventh 
ear. | 
; My father had a very ſincere friend named Ca- 
bellioni. He viſited us almoſt every day, and not- 
withſtanding his continual gravity, he was eſteem- 
ed by the whole family, becauſe he was univerſal- 
ly believed to be a man of principle and integrity. 
] alone was perfectly indifferent about him, till 


I was playing at cards with ſome other boys; 
and being already too much accuſtomed to have the 
advantage, I was angry that fortune did not that 
evening uſe me very politely. I endeavoured to 
gain that which ſhe denied me by unfair means, 
and ſuch as were far beyond my years. My com- 
panions, who were all much older than myſelf, 
did not perceive it; however I had a lecture for 
my unfair dealing, for Signor Cabellioni, without 
my percetving it, flipped himſelf behind my chair, 
and was obſerving me. As much as I was enraged 
at his reprimand, I yet knew how to hide my vex- 
ation under a ſmiling countenance, and had pre- ' 
ſence of mind enough to profeſs that my tricks 

| were 


* 
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were-merely a trial, to ſee how far I could « 76 on 
with them, before my playfellows diſcovered 
them. Cabeltioni ſhook his head thoughtfully, 
and this very circumftance enraged me ſo much 


he did not believe my. excuſes; I was. obliged to 
wait ſeveraldays before i could be revenced, 
Behind our houſe there was a ſmall garden, and 
a very elegant ſummer houſe. A party of my fa. 
ther's friends were drinking chocolate in it, Ca- 
- bellion! was leaning with his back againſt à window 
which was very low. With the greateſt eaſe, I 
got up to it on the outſide, and faſtened to his large 
perriwig a piece of pack-thread, to which alſo was 
affixed a ſteavy ſtone. This I laid upon the win- 
dow frame wg ſich a. manner, that the ſmalleſt 
movement Cabellioni made, muſt throw it down, 
and conſequently carry away the wig with it. 
Scarcely had I very gravely ſeated myſelf in my 
place when this happened, while the company broke 
out into a laugh, at the ridiculous: appearance the 
aſtoniſhed Cabellioni made; I ran out to unfaſten 
the wig from the ſtone, and reſtored i it to its owner; 
he thanked me for this attention as kindly as 11 
had rendered him a great: benefit, but hilt he 
catreſſed me, I meditated (not yet ſuMciently re 
venged) upon a new ſcheme, which would do him 
real injury, and J found it very eaſy to accompliſh.” 
Cabellioni had a very rare collection of fine por- 
celain, on which he ſet his heart. I thought of 
nothing leſs, that the depriving him of his deareſt: 
treaſure, by deſtroying it; and in this I ſuſcceeded 
without incurring the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion ; I left one 
ſingle piece whole, and the next day I had the 
"fs. to. ſee him bewail his misfortune to m/ 
her, with tears in his eyes. 1 
This 


the more againſt him, becauſe it was a proof that - 


I 


2 0! This thirſt for revenge, which could be rouſed. 


_ to the higheſt degree by the moſt trifling advantage, 

2 60 which any one gained over me, or by the ſmalleſt 

Ws | offence againſt my pride, encreaſed ſo much, that 
3 


even in. my ſixteenth year, I plunged, in cool 
blood, a dagger into the heart of one of my com- 
panions, becauſe I was reprimanded on his account 
by one of my maſters. I threw the body into the 
Fiber, and no one ever knew of this aftion.— 

You will-eafily imagine, what an effect it muſt 
have had upon me, that all my undertakings ſuc- 
ceeded, and 1 frequently was able to procure the 
greateſt advantage by them. 


ed to 


„ and 
1y fa- 

Ca- 
ndow 
aſe, L 


large 


ow: 
. « But,” ſaid the Prince, interrupting him, 
nallet * ie moſt conſummate hypocrite has moments, 


(be it ever ſo ſeldom) when his real countenance 
may be diſcovered through the maſk. Was this 
never your caſe ?” 

It happened but very ſeldom to me, and then, I 
always managed to extricate-myſelf ſo well, that 
the moſt refined wickedneſs was willingly believed 
to be the intemperance of youth. — 

In ſuch caſes, I never ſpared my tears, I accuſed 
myſelf, magnified the crime, ſeverely reproached 


down, 
in my 
broke 
de the 
faſten 
wner; 


as if L 


=— myſelf} with | it, pretended to recall it to my mind 
| 4 bir with the deepeſt ſighs. They embraced me with 
nolinn. rapture, and begged me not to think any more 
p . about it, Had I reaſon to fear that one of my 
Ay iricks muſt unavoidably be diſcovered, I was im- 
ae mediately the firſt to make it known to them, on 
ey which account they naturally placed unlimited 
—_ confidence in my candour. 


By theſe means, I eaſily diſcovered the weak 
fide of every one, with whom I was at all ac- 
quainted, and as ſoon as it was neceſſary, I. knew 
Now to make this diſcovery ſerve my hn 
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this aided me in the commiſſion of many erimes; 
for their eves were always blinded with regard 0 


me, and thoſe who ſurrounded me did not narrow. 


ly watch me. My father ſpent the few- hours af 
leiſure, which his public buſineſs afforded him, in 
his laboratory, and was too much occupied by his. 
ſtudies to obſerve me, otherwiſe than ſaperticially;. 
becauſe that fairneſs of character in me, which i; 
inherent in a child, was merely external appear. 
ance. He ſeldom ſpoke to me, except at table, 
and there I always contrived to diſplay ſuch a brl. 
liant ſide of my character, to ſet off all my talent 
to ſuch advantage, that he always treated me with 
encomiums. As for my mother, I only had to 
ſay a few ſoothing things to her, and ſhe readily 
forgot all that ſhe had obſerved wrong in me; and 
my precepters-were ſatished when they received 
theic monthly ſtipend, and praiſed my talents, 
when to ſoothe my ambition, I had Jearnt more 
than had been aſſigned me. 

By all theſe great faults of my youth, by the 
greateſt ambition, and infuffcrable pride, which 
made me ſometimes look down with contempt up- 
on the greateſt men ;—by the deteſtable envy, 
and the unconquerable deſite for revenge on all, 
whom I thought my enemies, I poſſeſſed an un- 
bounded and never ſatisfied with” to govern. All 
my play-fellows were obliged to fubmit to my au- 
thority. Where I dared not to command, I em- 
ployed other means to attain my end, and which 
very ſeldom failed. | 

I was the maſter of the houſe, and ſometims 
commanded, when my conduct beſpoke obedi- 
ence. I knew well what would lead in every in- 


ſtancs to the gratification of my wiſhes, I could 
act with the greateſt humility in every ſituation, 


and 
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mode of ſpeaking, and uſe language agreeable to 


give it up | was aſhamed) though the conſequences 


pleton degrades with the name of hypoeriſy. 
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and there was not a moment when J could. not ſhift 
my diſguiſe at pleaſure. 


Of good qualities which J poſſeſſed, according to 
the ideas of moraliſts, I can reckon but very few; 
becauſe I knew how to uſe them for my own be- 
nefit. However,. I will reſume my relation, ha- 


ving explained my ideas of right and wrong! 
[ ſhould abſent myſelf too far from the common 


my principles. | | 

With talents, to comprehend any thing very 
quickly, and to form of it a proper idea, I was alſo 
poſſeſſed of very fine ſenſibility, which was affected 
by the moſt trifling cucumſtance. 

[f I ance began any undertaking I perſevered 
in it with the greateſt obſtinacy, without being de- 
terred by the moſt formidable cwuſtacles; (for to 


might not be at all pleaſant to me. My: pleaſing, 
fattering behaviour enchanted all, although it was 
nothing more than policy, which the pious ſim- 


"Govern every where, ſoon: became my -watch- 
word.; to . ſhine and be admired, my favourite 


to me fit, which would have deterred other peo- 
ple, and the moſt expeditious. way to arrive at my 
am, was the moſt welcome to me. A path over 
putrified ſkeletons,. ſeemed not at all frightful to 
me, if it was but the neareſt. The little advan- 


otherwiſe you often would not underſtand me, if 


thought, To ſatisfy it, thoſe means only ſeemed 


retimes tage could gain by the misfortune of other people, 
obedi- vas, however, a great acquiſition to me. My 
ry in- beated imagination pointed out to me the pinnacle 
could pon, which I ſhould. hereafter be elevated, and 
uation, . Es painted 

and 1 | | 
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painted my proſperity to me in my night dream 
in glowing colours. | 

I looked with ecſtacy upon my riſing conſequence 
and was delighted with it ; like the hero who re. 
joiced at ſeeing his brother's blood, which twined 
a laurel round his temples. I was often ſecretly 
vexed, that my birth did not-give me a right to re- 
gencies or command, but I ſoon found out the me- 
thod to procure them, and my chagrin was 
diſſipated. | | 

When a boy, my thoughts were often engaged 
on that ſubject, for my comrades frequently told 
me, that I did not pay any attention to the game, 
The man poſſeſſed of a knowledge of human na- 
ture, would have laughed or ſighed within himſelf 
at ſuch ideas, according to the humour; or would 
have looked upon me perhaps, as a fool full of 
wild projects, and to whom bedlam would be a be- 
nefit. | 

My reflcQions never eſcaped my lips. 

My intention is to-ſketch ts you, my qualities 
and diſpoſitions. 

I believe I have fulfilled more than that already, 
The earlier periods of my life contain more, than 
the whole life of many a man, whoſe thoughts and 
wiſhes riſe not above the idea of exiſtence; and 
who, enervated by continual feaſting, is inactive 
and expert only at common things.—I will not 
now ſound my own praiſe. I was always a child, 
though not a common one. As I grew up time 
| ſeemed to move with the pace of a ſnail ; how 
could I therefore brook ſuch delay? 5 

Early than common I left the circle which was 
drawn for my age, I ſhook off my (childiſh beha- 
viour, like a caterpillar, which, warmed by the 
beams of the ſun, emerges before its time ”_ 
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the ſurrounding film. Urged by the moſt violent | 


defire for knowledge, I undertook to accompliſh 


objects, which ſurmounted the experience of my 


years, | was never ſatisfied, The firſt ſtep that 


I took in this new field, diſplayed the horizon be- 
fore me, and the unexpected clearneſs which it 


repreſented to my mind, gave me courage to ven- 
ture on and to ſtudy it cloſer. I-was diffatisfied 
with myſelf, that my ſpirit had not wings, for I 
was often obliged to ſtay a long time to accom- 
pliſh the object, which at firſt appeared to me like 
little hills at a diſtance. Upon that which F-could 
attain without much difficulty, I ventured firſt. 
Every day the fondneſs my father entertained 
for chemical experiments increaſed. His pati- 
ents were obliged to ſigh in pain, whilſt he was bu- 
hed in attending to the craſibles, and in a little 
time not one perſon employed him. This was 
perfectly agreeable to his wiſhes, for he was leſs 
diſturbed.—I was obliged very often to ſtifle a 
laugh, when I covered him with coal duſt, and 
ſaw him come from his laboratory ſmothered with 
dirt; but I thought that chemiſtry muſt have ſome 
particular charms, to attach my father ſo forcibly 
to it, —and this was ſufficient to excite my curioſity, 
and induce me to inquire into the nature of the 
ſcience. 

Nothing was eaſter, than to requeſt the doctor, 
to give me permiſſion, to ſpend the following day 
in his laboratory, and he triumphed indeed at my 
propoſal. My mother, who was an inveterate ene- 
My to ſuch buſineſs, becauſe it made a great deal 
of dirt, and ſpoiled the ſkin, endeavoured to pre- 
vent my application to it, but in vain; none of 
her objections had any weight with my father, 
although he had-ſhewa her much reſpect in o_ 

| WT '- 
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eaſes. To the remark: that it was too early for 
me to begin, ſhe added—that it did not at all {uit 
me, with a farcaſtic ſmile; whilſt my father main- 
tained, that ſuch an excellent attachment 'to the 
art could not oommenee too early, nor fail to pro- 
duce the moſt beneficial effects I became by that 
more inflamed, **** too early and would not 
ſuit me” (which laſt I aſcribed to my youth, ) the 
other obje ctions I kiſſed from my mother's lips and 
my firſt reſolution remained; — — — I went, at 

day break, with my father into the laboratory. 
The many inſtruments which I found there, 
ovens, melting pots, coals of every ſort and def- 
cription, excited in the firſt inſtance, my attenti- 
on. My father had-not time to anſwer the multi- 
| tude of queſtions that I put to him, and he deſired 
a little patience. Thai I thought was to ſet a 
boundary to my active mind, which it could not 
ſubmit to, and when my father abſented himſelf I 
immediately went to work. He corrected my in- 
diſcretion, and put thaSinto my hands which was 
fitted for a beginner, but this method was too te- 
dious for me. My ambition alone prevented my 
not giving it up, for I was certain of being expo- 
ſed to the laughter of my mother, who'had an- 
nounced the difficulties to me before hand, and 
ſtudied not to loſe any thing in the eſteem of my 
father, who was ſo proud of my ſhewing ſuch an 
eatly attachment to the ſcience. The hope to 
attract new admirers, bid defiance to my diſſatis- 
faction, and I went through every part of the bu- 
ſineſs which my father ſet me upon, with the 
greateſt fortitude. This reſtraint did not laſt long, 
for I very ſoon diſcovered a real taſte for chemical 
proceſſes, and became as fond of the ſcience as my 
father I hope I do not deſerve any reproach from 
| | ; you, 
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you, becauſe I am here a little too explicit! If 
I had given to you only a mere ſketch of it, it 
might have appeared. to you improbable ; for I was 
then no more than eleven years of age. 

In a-ſhort time I: made ſuch progreſs that my fa- 
ther was aftoniſhed. | 
of the beſt quality, made ſympathetic ink of 
every kind, and invented particular things, which 


no perſon” but myſelf is acquainted with—L had 


now to: ſhine in a new department amongſt my 
-ſchoo!-tellows, and other . inexperienced perſons. 
I practiſed the miraculous, and they thought me; a 
phænomenon. They were aſton iſted prodigiouſly, 
vrhen they ſaw at night around my whole body a 


brilliant flame, or -when I filled the whole room 


with light by the vapour of camphire, or when I 


ſtruck fire with a dagger againſt the wall of the 
room, or played ſome other tricks of that kind. 


All feemed+ from this circuraſtance to keep at a 
diſtance from me; for they feared me without 


doving me, though [that is not common in thoſe 
years, when our hearts beat warmly. in our boſom, 


and are open to every tender tie. It flattered my 


ambition, that I bad not a rival. By the extraor- 


dinary appearance which I ſought to; give to every 


one of thoſe inſignificant tricks, L obtained excel- 


lenoe, and I was ſatisfied with it, as I had no 
friend, no confidant, that would; have been an 
-a0quifition; agreeable to my natural character. I 


purſued my way alone, and very early found the, 


avenues to every human heart ſhut againſt me. I 
ſeemed very often to ac the friend, but in fact 


was never ſincere Our ſervants alſo were very 


mueh afraid of me: my tricks frightened them, and 
my boaſtings were believed. My father laughed 
vo L. 11, on oa ns at 


manufactured phoſphorus 
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at their childiſh fear, and ſuffered them to remain 
in ignorance - becauſe it amuſed him. 

To be thus always ſurrounded by perſons, whe 
thought me far ſuperior to themſelves and who ac- 
knawledged it, you may eaſily conceive had a 
great influence on my character in the ſubſequent 


period of my life. In relating the wifles, which 


formerly delighted me, I will not loſe the time, 
which | muſt beſtow upon greater actions. My 


impetuous diſpoſition did not permit me to medi- 


tate long upon any thing. Every book in my fa- 
ther*s library, which ſuited my purpoſe, I read 
with the greateſt avidity, and I ſoon made, with 


the aſſiſtance of them, and my own inventions, ex- 
periments which were not common. That this is 


true, you may eaſily conjecture, when d ſay that 


1 thought many of them worthy, to be made uſe 


of, and applied them, Prince, in your adventures, 
where I had to fear curioſity. Till come to theſe, 
I ſhall ſay no more of them. A certain book, 
which I found in my father's library, was of great 


ſervice io me. It was written by Albertus Mag- 


nus * in the Latin language. From. it 1 learned 
Jeveral things and their uſe, which conducted me 
always farther, and 1-was likewiſe poſſeſſed of a 
om: number of other inſtruments, as—magical 
anthorns, magnets, electrical machines, as my 
father had already a large collection of them, with 
the electrical machine, which was at that time 
almoſt unknown, and which they knew not how 
to manage, I made many attempts, and ſeveral of 


my diſcoveries effectually anſwered my purpoſe. Let 


me now everleap.the ſpace of time till my f- 


*The title of that book is: Albertus Magers de Seertti 
Mulierum, item de virtutibus herharum, lapidum «a arinaliu. 
Anſt. 1 665. : | 
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teenth year. The greateſt part of it was taken up 
with ſuch buſineſs, (by which however I did not 


neglect any other) which could be ſerviceable to 


the cultivation of my ſcienee. The little circle 
in which I had lived till then, and in which I had 
ſhone, and tyranniſed, became now too narrow 
for me. The applauſe and admiration of thoſe, 
who daily ' ſurrounded me, was tedious to me, 
becauſe I no longer found pleaſure in it. 
There always burned in me a deſire for great 
achievements, which never could be ſatisfied. I 
eaſily perceived that my father would not willingly 
ſuffer me to go from him, and [I reſolved without 
much difficulty, to make myſelf a path into the 
great world, without his conſent. —Do not won- 
der at that; for every thing was 'diſregarded fo 
as it hindered the gratification of my paſſions. The 
following night-I packed up thoſe things which 


would be neceſſary and uſeful to me on my jour- 


ney, and at the break of day I found myſelf in 
the right road, and full of exvltation from the 
proſpe& of ſucceſs in my plan. I left for my ſoſter 
parents a letter, which | laid in a place, where I 
knew they would not find it before evening, and 


at that time I believed I ſhould be ſafe from being 
diſcovered, 


My dear parents, 

* My ſpirit ſoars beyond the ſphere in which I 
am confined, under your auſpices,” and ſeeks after. 
things that I can never attain in your ſociety. 
Theſe I am going in purſuit of; and Jet this ſerve 
25 an excuſe for my leaving you ſo ſuddenly and 
without bidding farewell, as I did not think that 
you would give me your conſent, | 
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«WITHOUT. having: any ſettled plan, I paſ- 
fed the firſt town-gate. [t was the ſame to me 
whither 1 went; and wrapt up in contem lating. 
he proſpe& of any future day, I walked through 

ſtreet, without obſerving: the objects Which 
We me. 
The road that I purſued was encompaſſed with- 
ſmall buſhes, which by degrees Stew t thicker and 
thicker, as I purſued the track. 

% Stop! —eried a- thundering voice, and im- 
mediately a- friglitful fellow ſtood before me, who: 
held a cocked. piſtol to my breaſt. Lappeared wil- 
ing to deliver up te him the property that I kad 
about me; but when he was off his guard, 
wrenched the piſtol from his hand, and at the ſame. 


ND.“ 
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made myſelf. mmeſſer” of his money. The paso 
too, which 1 found in his 1 ſtruck me, that 
ſoch a thing might, - one time or other, be alſo 
uſeful. to me z- and L ſecured it. By the aſſiſtance 
of his ctothes, I diſguiſed myſelf ſo that. no perſon: 

could poſſibly. know me. Thus was I ſecure 
DES any warrants:that might be iſſued to ap- 
prehend; me; and extremely happy that fo fortu- 
nate an adventure bad at onee enriched, and ena- 
bled me to purſue my journey with eder ſeeu-- 
f. 

15 The extravagant ideas which E had. of nyiels,, : 
and u kor which I built the greateſt expectations, | 
were ſoon diffipated by experience; for in every 
city that I travelled - through, I found the total 
reverſe of that which J had ſuppoſed would take” 
place. I flattered myſelf, that 1-ſhould be receive 
8 5 where with- open arms; and with what 
| aſtoniſhment 


'HOUT 


_ 


„ 


aſtoniſhment did L learn, that no credit was given 


to the idle and bombaſtic tales that had been cir- 
culated reſpeQting mel I cannot conceive how it 
happened, that I put up with ſuch groſs affront:, 
and why I did not ſeek to revenge the infult in a 
manner which wonld have the people in future to 
credit my aſſertions. Was it for want of worldly 
experience? Or did the charms of novelty ſo much 
enchant me, as to prevent any other circumſtance 
from making an impreſſion upon my mind? Both 
might, perha 0 have influenced my conduct; to- 
gether with the piercing reflection, that I was an 
abandoned outcaſt upon the world. My former 
reſolute ſpirit ſeemed quite loſt, and an irreſiſtible 
power preſſed me to return to my parents*, As 
long as my money laſted, however, all went on 
very well; but 1 obſerved with ſorrow, that de- 
creaſe very much, and that the furies of want 
would ſoon begin to attack me. I ſaw no way to 
prevent the dreadful conſequences of ſuch a mis- 
fortunc—| confeſs that my indolence ſometimes 
overpowered me with ſhame ; but ſtill retaining 
my old prejudices in favour of my abilities, 1 went 
into an inn, with ſcarcely auy thing in my pocket, 
and ſuffered myſelf to be treated like a gentleman, 
without ever thinking | in what way I was to ſatisfy 
the landlord. I could with very little trouble 


change my dreſs, and disfigure my face and perſon, 


ſo that no one could diſcover me; ; and in caſe of 
neceſſity I intended to praQtiſe that artifice.' 
. Ihe greater part of the ſtrangers who dined 
with me at the ſame table, called for cards after 
the cloth was removed. They invited me to play. 
he valuable ring on wy finger 1 ſoſpektede u- 
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CF 
tracted their notice; flattering themſelves no doubts 
that I ſhould fall an eaſy prey, from my youth and 
inexperience. They played very high; but L 
ſoon found, from the many difhoneſt ſchemes I 
purſued, that I had the advantage of them; I 
ſtripped them of almoſt every thing they had. In 
the height of anger, they gave up the game; and 
elevated with my ſucceſs,, I reproached myſelf for 
not having followed before ſuch a- lucrative buſi- 
neſs. | © 
From that moment reſolved to make it my 
principal ſtudy ; and I was ſo ſucceſsful, that in 
alittle time it led me to keep a coach and ſervants. 
My youth,. I thought, would be a-bar to that rei- 
pe, which is, in general, paid to age; ſo to ob- 
viate that difficulty, I contrived to make myſelf 
appear a man of about thirty years of age; and as, 
at that time, I was as tall as I am now, the decep- 
tion was practiſed with effect; for, by an artifi- 
oial beard, brown manly colour, and falſe teftimo- 
nials, I procured an entrance into all eminent ſoci- 
eties. | 
„ Beſides gaming, I did not neglect to ſatisfy 
my attachment for extraordinary performances. 
At every place where I reſided, L played ſome trick 
or other, for which they generally remembered me. 

But they were all, however, of ſuch a nature, that 
| they did net do any material harm. Thus, for 
example, many an eminent prelate became the ob- 
ect of laughter, if I ornamented his cowl with a 

jack-aſs's head. Many a lady was out of counte- 
nance, when I aſſured her, that inſtead. of a red 
_ Tibbon,, ſhe had put on a grey one; and ſhe at 
| ft found this a truth before a looking-glaſs. Ano- 
ther ſcarcely could recover herſelf from a fit, when 
| they told her, that ſhe refembled a black lady to a 
| 5 | = "> "4 nas 
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hair. And a third was half dead, when ſhe per- 
eeived, that the beauty-ſpots on her face, which 
ſnhe had managed with great care, looked like ſun, 
moon, and ſtars, and had all the colours of the 
rain- bow. | 

Of that kind were the tricks I played. I only 
mention them to you, not to leave a blank in mi 
narrative, but will not trouble you with them far- 


ther, becauſe T think they are mere triffes, and fit 


only for the ſtage of a mountebank. I very ſeldom 
had any other views than thoſe of momentary plea- 
fure, and to ſee myſelf admired, and looked upon 


: by thoſe in whoſe-company I praQiſed thoſe foi- 
bles; they have not the leaſt influence upon my fu- 


ture hiſtory. You may eaſily inform yourſelf of 


thoſe myſterious pranks, if you procure the book 
of Albertus Magnus. 


© | muſt now turn to thoſe events which origi- 


nated with me, or have at leaſt been guided by me, 
in order that I might aſcend to the f 

cle of my ambition. The pious. drone, who neg- 
| kQs to make uſe of. the wings which nature has 
beſtowed upon him, will, no doubt ſay, that they 


igheſt pinna- 


are the offspring of malice, revenge, and decepti- 
on, and ſtamp them with his deteſtation; becauſe, 


from his natural ſtupidity, he is not able to fathom 
the defign. | 


Many are rendered famous by following the 


fvyſtems of their predecefſors; but I was without 


that advantage, and depended. entirely upon my- 


ſelf. I ated coolly ; but not without machines, 


the ſmalleſt motion of which I had calculated with 


7 the greateſt accuracy. Villains, in general, de- 
ſtroy thoſe whom accident throws in their way. 


only committed murder when 1 diſcovered any 


enemies to my plans being put in execution Vou 


® 
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es will ſee 1 Nee by hos a capital cha- | 
e Every raſh action, added th Coum O. 3 
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i The A \:menian endeavoured to conceal his 

repentance, the e ſtacy ihto which he laboured 
10 throw us and. Kimfelf” But it had ſeized fo pow- 
effull upon his hargened' heart, that in ſpite of 
All 1 arlifices, . we. could perceive his: remorſe, a aud 
he very ſoon became- exhauſted... 
b 45 e were obliged to permit him te go awa 
And beg his Health might not entirely be Kak. 

which was already very much injured by -the _ 
Tibſe priſon. i in which'he had been confined, unde 
| 460 leaddn roofs of St, 'Mark's W "fearing that. 
he mane b be prevented” by à ſudden death, of mad- 
ners, f om giving us the ey to Events ef fo much 
conſequence, * Colonel Tteroelley wa the beſt: 
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2 yeat, (which indeed contains fo much that! 
could fill up ſeveral folio volumes) I ſhall run thro? 
very briefly. It contains nothing that concerns 
Four hiſtory, nor does it cauſe in me ſuch dreadful 
reflections as the ſubſequent days of my life. 
In this ſpace of time, I endeavoured to ob- 
tain that which was neceſſarily wanting on account 
of my youth. I ſtudied with infinite aſſiduity the 
knowledge of mankind, which was eaſily obtaineg 
from the multitude of propitious events that con- 
Nantly occurred to aſſiſt me in my ſpeculations, 1 
PDuring that time I travelled through all Eu. 
rope, and a part of Aſia and Africa. I alſo pro- 
.cured partizans at ſeveral courts. With their a- 
ſiſtance, I played many tricks in every department 
in which they were concerned. This flattered my 
ambition, which aimed at nothing leſs than to be 
governor of ſome ſtate,” 
And that was really your ex pectation? ? faid 
the Prince, haſtily. 
And 1 ould certainly have accompliſhed 
my aim,” anſwered he, if I could have remain- 
ied undiſcovered one quarter of a year longer.?“ 
Ove wouldthink it almoſt impoſlible, that an 
"idea ſo extrava 4 16h abſurd ſhould have entered 
_your mind, an ou endeavoured to cart it 
into effect, en e anding all the difficulties that 
fur founded you | But how is it poſſible for you to 
procure ſuch partizans in the cabinets of the great, 
upon whoſe influence you could depend ?—Are not 
per ſons of integrity elected to ſuch employments; 
men who are proof againſt corruption P? _ 
Ohl my gracious Prince, if other people doubt- 
"ed the poſſibility of accompliſhing | a purpoſe, [ reck- 
oned with the greateſt certainty upon its attainment. 
1 Sony 8 to them new plans, and 
| | ſuddenly 


2 i 
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faddenly the work was- finiſhed. They looked-at 
it with all the aſtoniſhment that a blind man would 
do upon the world, were he ' ſuddenly to be re- 
ſtored to ſight. No one ſuſpeQted its exiſtence, no- 

one eomprehended its deſgn. Even theſe who 
were empleyed on it, very often did not know 
what building they were conſtructing, when they 
were putting the finiſtring ſtroke to it.” | 
„ You-forget- yourſelf —you load me with new 
ſteries, without having unravelled the firſt. I 

| ſhould like to know by what means you ſucceeded 
to bring the perſons engaged in the ſecret cabinets. 
of the different courts you mention, ſo entirely to 
your intereſts?” 
To your reply, that the great only ele men 
of undoubted ſincerity to ſuch employments, I. 
could, if I wiſhed, prove to you quite the contrary ;. 
and that the greateſt treacheries have already been 
eommitted by ſuch people. But I did not want to 
make uſe of ſuch means as they could procare me! 
— The method by which I enchanted them was, 
to indulge their paſſions. The miſer's hands I filled 
with money—the frantic, I threw into enthuſiaſm 
Il painted before the faney of the ambitious, the 
ſatisfacxion of his wiſhes—thofe that fought re- 
venge, k aſſiſted in fulfilling their deſites and the 
voluptuous became my foil. Oh-! you will ſoarce- 
ly believe what unbounded influence J often ob- 
tained with the moſt conſcientious,. by preeuring: 
them a pair of blue-languiſhing-eyes, or by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of a pretended virgin—aceording as the 
tafte of my ſubjects required. There was not one: 
in whom I did not diſcover a weak ſide, by which 

I could guide him at my pleaſure; and ſovereigns 
very often liſtened ro my inventions. I tell. you 
dis laſt for your own: tranquillity, my. Prince; as: 


4 
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as it proves, that others were in a ſimilar ſituation 
with yourſelf.” Oy | 
No more of this—your anſwer is not ſatisfac- 
tory; I with rather to draw new queſtions from it. 
From whence did you, in the firſt place, acquire 
all theſe large ſums, which were neeeſſary, as you 
ſaid yourſelf, to feed avaricious men ?—Y oucould 
not poſſibly acquire ſufficient by gaming to do that, 
and ſupport at the ſame time, the pageantry which 
Fou were obliged to difplay ?” 1 
That I could not forward all my plans by 
gaming, I own, though I acquired large ſums by 
Ir. But having adopted a title to my own fancy, 
it procured me eaſy acceſs to the beſt of company; 
I reſorted likewiſe to a variety of other methods, [ 
' forged hand-writings, and manufactured falſe bank 
notes; and by that means I carried on a genteel 
rogueiſh trade. I will relate but one of my tricks 
to you, to convince you of the poſſibility of this.— 
* At. . n, whither I travelled for the purpoſe 
of 'procuring ſixty-thouſund dollars, which I want- 
ed for the corruption of a miniſter of the court of 
. . .I gave myſelf out for the Duke of.. 
This Prince was, as I knew for certain, upon his 
travels, and reſiding at that time in . . incognito. 
This lucky accident was aſſiſted by his reſembling 
ms very much in his perſon; and what was want- 
ing, I 'eaſily (ſupplied by art. The converſation 
which I had with him, whilft on a viſit at his 
- "*eourt, enabled me, without any difficulty, to imi- 
tate his geſtures, and orher poculiarities, that were 
characteriſtical. I alfo clothed my ſervants with 
the "ſame livery as his. Very little prudenet was 
then required to manage the reſt. Who would 
have miſtruſted me? For to make the deception. 
domplete, I wrote: falſe detiers far 4he Dake, and 


ſeat | 
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ſent them- ſeyeral days before my arrivaÞ there ; 
which obtained for me a gogd: reception. I ſoon 
| perceived,. that they thought it a great bonour to 
furniſh me with jewels, and ſupply me with great 
ſums of money. Sq fortunate a cireumſtanee fopn 
raiſed me to a ſtate of afſuenge.”—- 

% Tngredible audacity 1--But was you not afraid 

of being diſgovered?” 

Not in the leaſt, Even thoſe who had ſeen 
the Duke were degeiued, and my ene 
alluragce was of great aſſiſtange to me. The real 
Duke too was at a ſufficient diffance to me not to 
diſcover the plat. Beſides: that, did not give out 
directiy, that I was the Duke himſelf; but only 
made uſe of ſuch favourable cirgumſtances as would 

induce them to believe me to be him. I gave my- 
ſelf out for the Count Sta . .—This was the name 
under which the real Duke travelled⸗ and they 
whiſpered zo qne another, that they were certain 
it was the Duke . . but they did not chagſe to 
call me ſo to my face, becauſe it was known that 
I travelled ſegretly, and .that I did nat ſtay in a 
place where 25 + known. 
 * Suppaſe, for inſtance, I ſuſpeſted any one 
of treachery, it was very eaſy fer me to change my 
appearance, and;to make ieee poknown, 
which I could readily perform. In your, own, hiſ- 
tory you will find examples of it, z 

here, to avoid being: ciroumſtantiglll. 
As ſoon as I had collected my treaſure, I took 
a journey into the country, under the pretext of 
paying a viſit to one of my acquaintances. Having 
penetrated ſome way into the foreſt I Was obliged 
to paſs through, all about me was immediately 
changed, for every thing was prepared for that 
- 3 My, ies became of another form; 
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my horſes were changed from bays to black; one 
of my ſervants fat by my ſide as my wiſe; the 


changed my title for that of major. It was im- 
poſſible for any one to know me again! For ap- 
pearance ſake, T left ſeveral of my ſervants and 
fome large boxes behind me. They indeed knew 


for that purpoſe, imo my ſervice, and the trunks 


good landlord could ſatisfy himſelf for my account; 
they were all filled with earth and ſtones. | 


pour footmen, who were acquainted with your 


tricks, and were obliged to act their part in them? 
Were you not afraid of being betrayed by 


| I did. And, beſides, I had only cunning people 
G ment of my eye-balls, and who, before [ engaged: 
Ek was a long while before [ could muſter a tribe, 


to whom IJ could emruſt the execution of my 
ſchemes; and for that reaſon, I ſent thoſe into the 


for! They had a ſuperfluity of every thing. I 
very ſeldom troubled them with any buſineſs; but 


; nor drops of ſweat. And as they could diſplay 
| _ © great characters, mountebank tricks, and wonders, 


. "told me, that by thoſe means hey contrived to 


© TE 


others were entirely metamorphoſed; and | ex- 


not who [ was, for I took them a few days before, 


contained nothing of any value, by which the 


44 That is vile But could you always: truſt 


them?“ 8 

* They were all ſo much involved in my in- 
tereſt, that they feared the diſcovery as much as. 
in my fervice, ſuch as underſtood the mere move- 


them, had been accuſtomed to deceit and raſeality. 


other world, that I ſuſpected. They enjoyed the 
beſt life that people of that deſcription could wilt 


when TI did, it was of ſuch a nature that they ex- 
ecuted it wilfingly, for it coſt them neither trouble 


they were ſure of not being diſcovered; as they 


have 


ey ex- 
rouble 
diſplay 
onders, 
8 they 
ved to 

ha ve 
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have therhfelves held in the higheſt reſpedt. Be- 


lieve.. me, Prince, thoſe people were much at- 


tached to me, punctuall y fülle my ſmalleſt com- 
0 


mands, and feared me fo much, that I am not able 
to deſcribe it. An ang look from me, made 
them tremble; and 1 5 frog this extraordinary | 
fear to my deceptions, 'which I ſometimes diſplayed 
before them; to inſtil into them the idea, that ſu- 
pernatural powers were at my command,” 

„ But how, eaſy might thoſe people, whom 


you yourſelf call ſo cunning and artful, have ex- 


perienced the contrary, if they had reflected, that 
you made uſe of them as inſtruments in the execu- 


tion of your plans, when your influence with ſu- 


peinatural powers would have been ſufficient ?” 
„This is a juſt obſervation.” But conſider for 
a moment, what an effect the miraculous produces, 


if it is ſkilfutly managed. It is but natural to ex- 
pet great things from him, whom we once have 
ſeen perform a miracfe ; at leaſt we do not doubt 
the want of ability, but conclude, that he begins and 


ceaſes at pleaſore. But you muſt conſider, that 


only gave my people inconſiderable characters 
to play; the capital part I performed myſelf; and 
they always found ſomething extraordinary in 

their part, though they allied ſt 


me individua y to 
finiſh the whole.” 


I muſt confeſs, that you always afted with 
the greateſt precaution. But I muſt go back to my 
former queſtions, one of which only you have an- 
ſwered to my ſatisfaction, namely: the way you 
got the large ſums of money to defray the expen- 
ces of your plans. How you pleaſed the fanatic, 
and how gou ſatisfied the revengeful and volup- 
wous, I can cafily imagine; but what could the 

| ambitious 
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ſoon preſented themſelves to me. Theſe were the 


two firſt ſecretaries. 3 their hands pa A 
the 
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the moſt important matters that concerned the go- 
vernment. Fhey were the oracles of the miniſters, 
who troubled themſelves with no other part of the 
buſineſs, than that of agreeing to the plans propoſ- 
ed to them by their ſecretaries ;- and, if requiſite, 
ſigning their names, although fame ſounded their 
iſe, and extolled their wifdom, | 
In ſhort, the firſt minifters, who had no other 
merit, than that of having ſprung from ancient 
families, were decorated with the ribbands, and 
enjoyed: the titles, whilft the ſecretaries performed 
the labour. You are aſtoniſhed, but it is really the 
fact, though few had a knowledge of it: for the 
honourable and learned private Councellor, Baron 
... . had a penſion, on account of his old age, 
which rendered him no longer capable, notwith- 
ſtanding his great abilities, of tranſacting any buſi- 
neſs for the ftate. Thoſe who were in office, had 
only to thank one perſon for their ſituation, who 
did not regard their being adequate to the ſtation 
they filled; but only, whether they had handſome 
features, and were well made, Some F muſt ex- 
cept, but they were either ambaſſadors, or had lit- 
tle influenee in the cabinet. . LSE 

& All the principal buſineſs fell upon the two 
fecretaries; and through them alone, the court ob- 
tained and augmented that dignity, which the be- 
fore mentioned Baron. . .. . had proęured. 

* It is incredible,, what two men can perform, 
when placed in ſuch. a fituation, if they ac toge- 
ther. One paſſionately loved the lady... . . the 
only daughter of the conference-miniſter; and the 
other aimed at a Jucrative ſinecure. But as both 
their defigns were thwarted, they, for that reaſon, 


became. fingerely attached to each other. They 


were of plebeian birth; and neither the lady, nor 
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the elevated fituation could poſſibly be obtained for” 
them, according to the arrangement. Their ſu- 
periors would not ſuffer them to be too powerful, 
for fear- it ſhould depreciate their own authority, 
Thoſe two men laboured with great induſtry, and 
yet neither of them could advanoe a ſtep farther in 
the attainment of his object. The firſt ſecrctar 
Lao. . who was in love with the lady, thought of 
gaining her heart by his great merit and talents, 
and he was not entirely miſtaken ; for ſhe valued 
ſuperior abilities more than high birth. But how 
could ſhe. be aware that he was ſor accomphihed a 
character, when all that he performed was attri- 

uted to the account of another? and the laws of 
etiquette hindered him from forming any other ac- 
. quaintance with her, than that which ſome ſtolen 
looks procured him. He did not imagine, though 
the lady loved him fincerely, that ſhe dared give 
him her hand; as ſhe reckoned. eighteen degrees of 
nobility? A dreadful idea, to connect eighteen: 
degrees of birth with a plebeian of merit |—yet he 
did not deſpair.. | as | 
The other ſecretary D... had for many 

years faithfully exerted himſelf in his ſituation ;, he 
undertook the moſt important bufineſs, and acoom- 
| . pliſhed it with credit; but he was continually. di- 
. appointed, for all the vacant ſituations were given 
to ſtrangers. They. both had daily buſineſs. toge- 
ther; and their bad fortune and repeated“ diſap- 
pointments were the ſubject of converſation, and 
the cauſe of a very intimate friendſhip; which is, 
in ſuch circumſtances, very rare; for we generally 
. wiſhto ſurpaſs. each other, and inſtead of expreſſing 
"real friendſhip, exhibit maſks: of hypocriſy, They 
. tuſtly confadered, that, if there were a poſſibility 
do arrive at the ſummit of their wiſhes, R. 
. b en 
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only be „ brought about by their being united. And 
this at length happened. L... ſought every op- 
portunity to praiſe the talents of D... to his ſupe- 
rior, and was only ſatisfied when D... (who was 
in great favor with the lady's father) ſpoke a good 
word in his behalf, on eee, of his beloved. 

c Both were very near gaining their aim. L... 
was beloved by his girl; and, elevated with the 
idea, ſuppoſed, like lovers in general, that things 
might eaſtly be ſettled after their union. D 
alſo was on the point of obtaining an eligible ſitua- 
tion as a counſellor, with the proſpect of procuring 
4 ſtill better employment; when, behold, all ſud- 
denly fell to the ground And who brought this 
event about? It was J. i 

« [ deſtroyed their plans, in —_ that [ might | 
reſtore them again to happineſs, when it ſhould 
ſeem to them totally impoſſible. I could then with 
the greater certainty rely upon their gratitude for 
my generoſit y. 

% Obſerve how J undertook that difficult taſk, 
and how | perſevered in it! 
Into the houſe of the lady's father I had ſong 


before acquired acceſs. I aſſumed the character of 


an Italian Baron, by name Yatifiells, and gaming, 


which he was fond of, procured me a ready admit- 


tance to his table. To increaſe his eſteem, I made 
uſe of no other method, than to let him always be 
ſucceſsful when we played. He was weak enough 
not to, fee through this manceuvre ; and I, with.a 
moſt- chearful countenance, ſubmitted to every 
thing that he- propoſed.— We were, when his buſi- 
neſs permitted, always together. I therefore be- 
came, in 4 great meaſure, neceſſary. to promote 
his comfort, At his houſe I alſo contracted an in- 
ur with both the ſecretaries ; ; and L... muft 

RY acknowledge 


we) 


acknowledge himſelf- beholden to me for engaging: . 
the attention of the father, pur poſely, that he 
might entertain himſelf undiſturbed with his be- 
loved. „ 5 
„This ſeemed the time for blowing up the 
mine, which I had fo artfully conſtructed. It was 
neceſſary to render the courtſhip of the ſecretary 
with the old gentleman's daughter ſuſpicious, with- 
out his being able to gueſs at my intentions.—This: 
was admirably effected. The poor young lady very 
ſoon received poſitive orders from her father, to 
avoid the company of the ſecretary. - . 
* She now could only weep: in the ſolitude of 
her chamber over her misfortunes: L.. . was 
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or, at leaft, vhimately deprive me of what 1 ex- 
pected to arile⸗ from my ſcheme.— On that ac- 
count 1 haſtened to accompliſh all I had under- 
taken. y 
ay purſued the ſteps of poor 1 one of 
his ſolitary, walks. For ſome time Tcould diſcover 
no traces of him. I aſcended the ſteeps, and pene- 
trated into the deepeſt part of the wood, at ſeveral 
points, before I found him. 1. was on the point 
of giving up the ſearch, when 1 fortunately. per- 
ceived him. — For the ſituation of his mind, he 
could not have choſen a more convenient fpot, than 
that where I found him. Before his feet a ſilver 
ſtream glided ſiſently along, ſupplied by a tortent 
that roſe among the ſcattered ſhrub- crow ned rocks, 
that ornamented the oppoſite ſhore, and in which 
were formed a. variety of beautiful grottos. Over 
it there was a ſhelving, precipice, which almoſt 
*;reached the bank on which he was ſitting. It. was N 
barren, and produced only here and there a fer- 
little thrubs and moſs. From the middle of it 
there iſſued a rivulet, which with pleaſing mur- 
murs united itſelf with the ſtréam of the river. 
The ſun Mill gilded with his ſetting beams the 
ſummite of the rocks, and impatiently the pale 
moon ſcemed to wait for the period, when ſhe 
ſhould reſume the government, and thed her faint 
light on the ripling waves. The ravenous night- 
bitds had left their- haunts, and were wandering 
with hideous noiſe in ſearch of prey. 8 
% He was fitting upon the ſtump of a tree, eo- 
vered with moſs. His head was placed on his Rhnd, 
and he apparently ſtruggled with ſome horrid. Teſo- 
lution. - In his right hand-he held a writin ng tablet. 
1 filently drew nearer to him, and beheld the follow- 
ing words inſcribed 1 it.: 


Not 


n 


Not to the dregs is the cup of ſorrow emptied, 
* which was filled up to the brim. No: it falls 
& from my hand. Behind me—all is irrecovera- 
c bly loſt; before me—impenetrable darkneſs; 
„ within me—defpatr, No other path which 
leads from this labyrinth of innumerable fuf- 
« ferings, than through the gates of death.—Oh! 
dome then, come! welcome friend - Thy bro- 
* ken hour-glaſs is no frightful picture; thy 
“ horrible face ſeems to me the ſweet ſmiling of 
s a bride before the altar—the voice of the deſ- 
c troyer ſounds more charming to me, than the 
% moſt-beautiful muſic on the Jong wiſhed nuptial 
* day. Oh! come then, and bring me, weary of | 

4 life, to the vaults of reſt. Thou comeſt not ? 
„ Then I will haſten to thee, who haſt thy habi- 
& tation in every element, to whom every moment 
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of our lives brings us nearer.— 3 
0 In theſe waves, my beloved, I ſeek a period 
© to my ſorrows, becauſe my affection for thee is 
% unconquerable. My laſt breath will be employ- 
ed in calling upon thy name; and it will be firſt 
* repeated, when my tongue ſhall refume its pow- 
ers again, rouſed by a ſound which will pene- 

« trate even into the moſt profound depths.” 
He ſtarted haſtily up, Ming his claſped hands 
towards Heaven—** Thou, O] eternal God,” he 
exclaimed, “ wilt forgive me; for thou art graci- 
c ous, and I am thy creature My beloved Con- 
cordia “He ruſhed, after uttering theſe words, 
precipitately towards the river—but I caught hm 

in my arms. * . | 
The fright, which my ſudden appearance oc- 
caſioned, threw him almoſt into a fwoon ; but he 
oon recovered, and remained ſpeechleſs for fome 
1 |  tMme, 
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* when we. are ſeeking for a thing with anxiety, re- 


willing to throw aſide a diſtreſſing burden, which 


can be deſpiſed by him, who ſees himſelf on the 


petuous man I- What joy, what happineſs ſtill 


pri ved yourſelf, if I had. not prevented your ac- 
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time, ſtaring at me with great | earneftneſs. 1 
thought it beſt not to interrupt him, but to wait, 
and difcover- what would be the effeck of fuch 3 
ſudden ſhook to his whole frame, 

« [ know not,” ſaid he at length, whether" [ 
mould thank you, or curſe the moment in which 
it came into your mind, to viſit this deſert and fruſ- 
trate my attempts, whilſt I was willing to break the 1 
chain of my ſufferings, which i is become too heavy 59.40 
for me. 10 

46 When you: know of what conſequence i it will 
be to you, then you will thank me.“ | 

„The gift of a Joyien le For that muſt I 
thank you?“ 

« You will thank me.“ 

'* Incomprehenſible!—Can we thank 151 who, 


turns us that which we threw-away ?— 
But if the thing were a diamond, which 
we had falſely imagined - A wofthleſs ſtone, how 
then”: 

« J do not find myſelf in chat · ſitnation. A was 


you have again impoſed upon me againſt my in- 
clination. 


« A diſtreſfing burden Is it poſſible that life 
point of obtaining the object of his wiſhes?—Im- 
awaits you; of all of which you-would have de- 
compliſhing the dreadful act of ſuicide.” | 

** The object of my wiſhes near me ?—Happi- 
meſs ſtifl awaits me! Cruel ſport l- And this 
from you, who | are OTC: with * whole 


« You 
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BE You are near the object of your wiſhes 1 
am not ſporting with your feelings. I have 
ſpoken the truth. Bat I had almoſt forgotten, 
that mortals, when hurried to deſpair, are de void 
vf reflection.“ 

« And are you not ia man Do you not ferl 
the force of hope, the galling pangs of deſire ?= 


| Does not inability remind you of your: groſs mat- 


ter, When you would exert your aculties beyond 
their limits, and endeavour to fy to the n 
of the atmoſphere?” . 
“ Theſe” are queſtions which your own hw 
will unravel to you.“ 
Did I not ſee you frequently, and with pal | 
play with the father of my-beloved ?” f 
Did I play with paſſion?“ 
Is there left any other preſamption, when we 


obſerve, that it becomes the daily bufinefs of 1 


man:? 995 

er Short deinen mortal Not to truſt me -far- 
ther !—But 1 pardon you: however, mak this 
rule: if you ſee a wiſe ' man, according to your 
ſentimenis, act weakly or improperly, admit that 
he perhaps does it merely on account of its good 
conſequences; for he acts like a prudent botaniſt, 
vVvho nouriſnes noxidus and poĩſonous plants, in order 
that he may extract ſrom them an efficacious fluid.” 

But, what do you want with me? 

4, To make you happy. Liſten to me withont 
interruption, and anſwer merely my queſtions.— 
Vou are about to cut, with your own hand, the 
thread of your life, beeauſe you thought yourſelf 
unhappy, whilſt you met with obſtacles to your 
{Aove!” .. 


a Obſtacles, * which - were unſurmountable- o 
remove which I employed all my powers, but | 
„ exerted 


en we 
; of a 


ze ſar- 
Ik this 
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exerted them in vain. And is not this ſufficient to 
make me unhappy ?—lIs not the largeſt and moſt 
magnificent building overthrown, when we fap 
the foundation on which it 1s ſupported ?—And 
the hiſtory of my e. will not that alſo add to 
my miſeries ls it poſſible for me to eſcape the 
dangerous gulph into which he has fallen? — WII 
not my grief, on ſeeing an intimate friend in dif- 
treſs, ſooner than make my innocence appear, 
render it more ſuſpicious? Leave me, or it will 
drive me to diſtracton, to find that a man be wit- 
neſs to all this, and (he ſhuddered) yet remain in- 
different.“ WT” 

{© have heard you with patience. Your words 
are thoſe of a man overpowered with calamities: 
If you had liſtened to me-coolly, you would have 
been able to explain to yourſelf my unconcern, 
which ſeemed to you ſo much to deſerve cenſure 
and reproof ; but which ariſes merely from a con- 
viction, that I-can reſtore to you that which you 
think irrecoverably loſt! 

* You! you reftore me that again — Alas, how 
willingly would J believe your words, if I were 


able“ 


« Well then acknowledge your incredulity, and 
be convinced of the fact !” 

We arrived, during our diſcourſe, | before a 
coal-hut, ſequeſtered amidſt thick buthes, and by 
waich a little rivulet ran ; I conducted his fteps to 
the door, almoſt without his knowledge. His be- 
loved Tons flew out of the hut, into the arms 
of her aſtoniſhed L**#*.” 

* On what a good footing I ſtood with the * 
dy's father you know already, and his opinion of 
me was increaſed, when he ſaw that my-ſenti- 


ments coincided with his, namely, that the love 
OL. 1h, H of 
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of his daughter muſt remain hopeleſs, becauſe it 
was fixed upon a man, who, if even he had the 
merit of being learned, would, in ſpite of that, 
be a diſgrace ts his ancient family. He charged 
me, for that reaſon, to explain to his daughter 
"this truth, and I was very willing to perform that 
taſk. Daily I converſed with the poor Concordia 
in ſecret, and T made uſe of every opportunity to 
make her more and more attached to her beloved; 
inſomuch, that ſhe at laſt promiſed me to venture 
every thing for him, rather than to loſe him. On 
his account, ſhe diſregarded the mheritance and an- 
cient family of her father. 
As Thad alfo contrived to render abortive all 
the attempts of her beloved to ſpeak to her, or to 
ſend her a letter, ſhe impaired her health by in- 
ceſſant anxiety; and it was found adviſeable to 
procure her a phyſictan. He adviſed as I had ſuſ- 
pected, frequent airings in a coach, and as ſoon 
as her ſtrength would permit, to walk frequently. 
I was obliged to accompany her ; and in one of 
our walks 1 diſcovered the coal-hut, -and propoſed 
it as a place of ambuſh for her, becauſe they 
would be the leaſt likely to find her in ſuch a ſitua- 
tion; and in the mean time we eould arrange the 
\ * buſineſs. She conſented to my propoſal, and flew 
thither, according to my advice, on a certain day, 
when her father was abſent from home. 

« In the mean time J ſought for her lover. | 
fortunately found him not far from the ſpot, and 
brought him near to the hut, where, by the ſu& 
den appearance of his beloved, and the recolleQ- 
on of what I had before told him, I made an im- 
preſſion upon his mind that could never tbe effs- 
ced. Every word that he ſpoke evinced how deep- 
1y he felt his ſorrows, | 
| | Their 
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Their embraces laſted for a long time in 
the hut, which I obſerved-from without, through 
a chink—then L**#* ruſhed-out, and threw him- 
himſelf at my feet. \ 4 

« Pardon me,” exclaimed he, © pardon me, 
that I did not believe your words. But how cou'd 
expect this from you, when 1 thought myſelf 
abandoned by every one ?” 
[ raiſed him him up. 

„Have I kept my word? ſaid I, ſmiling. Have 
[ fulfilled my promiſe? ?- 
„Oh! magnanimous, nobleſt of men, forgive 
me PP 

« Is your life ſtill indifferent to you? ” 

„That you ſaved it, this Angel ſhall thank 
on,” | 

if He brought forth Concordia, who, not re- 
covered from the effects of ber ecſtaſy, was ſtill 
weeping for joy. es | 

* A ſcene now enſued, which, if any thing 
could have operated upon my ſenſibility, would 
have had the deſired effect. I faw two ſouls ele- 
vated to the height of happineſs by my exertions, 
who idolized me with fpecchleſs affection and gra- 
titade, I partook of their joy, and was thus more 
than rewarded for my trouble. ä 
* As ſoon as the firſt intoxication of delight 
had ſubſided, the lady began to expreſs much anxie- 
ty and fear, (ſo natural to virtuous women) for 
having ventured on ſuch a perilous undertaking. —[ 
ſtood near them, and liſtened to all they ſaid, 
They then reflected upon many things which could 
not previouſly have been thought of. 1 

They young lady who had conquered fo he- 
roically her attachment to her country, her love to 
ber father, and her regard to his wealth, was now 

| H 2 troubled 
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tronbled with the thought, whilſt ſhe held her be- 
loved object in her arms, whither they ſhould fly, 
and whence they ſhould derive ſubſiſtence ; for ſhe 
had not taken with her, in her great haſte, either 
money—or diamonds.” | 
© Certataly not,” ſaid ſhe, whilſt ſhe turned 
herſelf to me, and ſeized my hand, which ſhe 
preſſed ſuddenly to her lips; and every little cloud, 
which was before viſible upon her countenance, 
diſappeared immediately. At the idea, the moſt 
horrid which could influence my mind, that my 
beloved could again be torn from me, I forgot, 
for ſome moments, that you were our protector, 
and would provide for us. Pardon the weak, the 
anxious maiden, whe has placed ſuch canfidence in 
you.” 
*I. could eaſily imagine, that in this uncommon 
confidence placed in me, which had now occupied 
the ſouls of this couple, fancy would do much 
and I only waited to ſee this manifeſted, when [ 
repreſented to them, in its moſt ſtriking point of 
view, what they might expect from me, if that 
which ſeemed to them an impoffibility had been 
brought. about by my management. 
© It is right,” I began, for you to truſt me; 
and you have reaſon to expect more good fortune 
from him, who can give. you more than even your 
moſt ſanguine wiſhes would lead you to expett.— 
This very day, (for day began already to break) 
and before the moon riſes again, you both ſhall be 
joined in wedlock by the hand of the prieſt, and 
paſs in happineſs through this tranſitory ſtate; 
united, by the conſent of your father, my dear 
Lady, who will give you, moreover, his. pater 
bleſſing to your bliſs. To-day, alſa, before the 
ſun ſhines in his meridian ſplendor, ſhall D be 
| | liberated 
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Fberated from his impriſonment, and replaced in 


compliſh what now promiſe : till I return, I re- 


what might probably happen; but he would not at 
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his ſituation with dignity and honour—and (turning 
to L*) which alſo awaits for you. I go to ac- 


ueſt you to continue 1n this cottage.” 

] left them in great aſtoniſhment, and flew, 
as haſtily as poſſible, through the buſhes, ſo that 
they believed (as they afterwards confeſſed to me) 
J had diſappeared. like a ſpirit, and I took care to 
favour the idea. 

I haftened to the reſidence of the lady's fa- 
ther, and immediately preſented myſelf before him. 
He was fitting melancholy upon a ſofa; being 
much alarmed by the flight of his daughter. All 
who had been ſent after her, had come back with- 
out having been able to diſcover the place of her 


retreat. He reprobated his own obduracy in the 


moſt violent terms. Under the maſk. of a com- 
forter, I was about going to acquaint: him with 


that moment liſten to my propoſals ; for he ſtill 
ſpurned the thought of procuring the return of his 
daughter by giving her hand to a plebeian. I tried 


every method I could invent to induce him to- 
abandon his prejudices; but before | could obtain 


my end, there came an officer with ſeveral ſoldiers 
to take. up the miniſter as a ſtate priſoner. He 


immediately intreated me in the humbleſt manner, 


to accompany him to his ſovereign, who expected 
me, and had every where enquired for me. I 


followed him readily, as I: had foreſeen chin; . for 


it was part of my plan. 


From the manner in which the Ks 8 
me, I could eaſily judge that he had a high eſteem 


for me. He had related to me, that D- ts, ſervant 
had 
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(e 
had abſconded the foregoing might, and left a fot. 
ter behind, which was thewn me. It was to this 
purpoſe : 

Sir, the Secretary D## is innocent. The 
ment which is wanting, I ftole from him clan- 
deſtinely, in the moſt roguiſh manner, and ſold it 
to the Miniſter **** for a large ſum of money; 
the greater part of which will be found in my 

trunk, as I cannot load myſelf with the wages of 
treachery. Repentance and anxiety perſecute me 
every where. They ſeduced me to accompliſh that 
wicked action; and 1 confeſs with horror, that it 
was accurfed avarice alone which prevented my 
diſcovering the villainy of fuch an infamous tranf- 
aQion, till the Baron Vatifiello laſt night appear- 
ed ſuddenly in my chamber, and warned me of 
the conſequenees. God only knows from whence 
he could have got the intelligence of it. He muſt 
be omniſcient !—=You may aſk him; an anxious 
defire to ſave myſelf will not let me remain at 
reſt ! 

| Jonn KI EINBART.“ 


* I read it without emotion, although the eyes of 
the king were fixed upon me all the time. 

“ Is this true?“ —he aſked me. 

&« [ anſwered him by a look; whilft I affumed an 
air of ſuperiority. He might have underftood it, 
for he ſeemed afhamed, and thanked me for the 
fervice which I had rendered him in having preſer- 
ved an innocent uſeful man. 

«© He began after an interval of ſeveral mi- 
nates. 

« After what I have this day feen of you, you 
ſcem to me to be an uncommon man, adn 
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( 53 
know not how to form a correct idea; but I be- 
ſieve you will be kind enough to anſwer me ſome 
queſtions.“ | | | 

« I have not forgotten, that when I enquired 
whether the account given in the letter were true, 
you ſeemed to be not quite ſatisfied. I was not 
induced through any ſuſpicion to aſk ſuch. a queſti- 
on; but I wiſhed merely for your confirmation of 
this extraordinary circumſtance.” 

& And l believed, ſaid I, that my looks 
would explain this better to ycur Majeſ- 
ty than many words. — Tis the boaſter only 
that ſpeaks his own praiſe. However, put your 

veſtions.? “ | 

« To-day they found you at the Miniſter's, and 
you knew he was a traitor to his country.“ 

“ 'That he is not.” 

“But he has, however, bought the document, 
upon whieh ſo much depends.” | 

“ That he has not.” 

Enigmas, and nothing but enigmas !- However, 
the letter? | 

“O King! all is not gold that glitters. The 


which was reſerved for D*, bought the document, 
and deſigned 10 felt it again for a large ſum to the 
enemy, as all depends upon it in the preſent war. 
Send to him. The meſſengers will find the paper 
behind his writing detk, and they will find him 
lying in bed, poiſoned, as he thought it not advi- 
feable to live any longer by ſuch iniquitious means. 
A letter in the right pocket of his drefling-gown, 
will unravel the myſtery.” ED 

* The King looked at me with aſtoniſhiment, 
and immediately gave ſuch orders as I recommend- 
ed. The meſſengers ſoon returned, and found 
; every 
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every thing as I had deſcribed. His ſurpriſe then 
aroſe to the higheſt degree; he ſhewed ſo much 
veneration for me, that bu loſt the power of 
ſpeech, when he attempted to addreſs me, as [ 
looked at him. 

66, 3 note the meſſengers found in the pocket 
© the Counſellor's dreſſing-gown, was as fol- 
e 

=T he Paron Vatificllo appeared to me laſt 
night, though my door was looked. How this waz 
poſſible fer him, I cannot comprehend, and ſtil 
tremble to reflect upon it. He knows all about the 
document. He has commanded me to diſcover it; 
he has however, permitted me to do it by a letter, 
which I thail leave behind me, and to fly, if [ 
with to become better, and that I will now do !— 
Their curſed money I leave behind me ! !— 

In my letter I have accuſed the miniſter 
of the crime; this was done that I might not break 
the oath waht have ſworn, that I would not 
betemy vou. But if your conſcience will not in- 
duce you to liberate an innocent man, who ſuffers 
for yeu, the Baron will do it. Good God what a 
men mult he be, who can diſcover ſuch hidden ſe- 
crets! 

* Save yourſelf if you can, but reſeue your 
. conſcience from pain, and leave behind you 
ſuch evidence as will prove the Migiſter an in- 
nocent man. 

know not how to remove my painful anxie- 
ty. Alas! if I were but in ſccurity | You alone 
are the cauſe of my misfortune, with your curſed 
money and your artful perſuaſions. I, who had 
ſuch a good maſter, became his betrayer ! Oh! 
- that I were able to deſcribe 1 to you the hell Ow 
urns 
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burns in my boſom ! 
yourſelf, or at leaſt your ſoul. 
more, I muſt be gone. 


„ 
God will aſſiſt me Save 


I can write no 
Joun ED TR 


« Secretary D* and the Miniſter immediate- 


1 obtained their liberty, and thanked me in the 


* 


preſence of the Monarch, who had attended witk 
much emotion to theſe ciroumſtances. He entreat- 
ed me very much to ſtay with him, to be his friend 
and Counſellor in the adminiſtration of ſtate af- 
fairs, but I refuſed it. My ambition would have 
en flattered by it, I acknowledge, but in ſuch a 
ſituation. 1 could not purſue the ſyſtem I had 
adopted, and my proſpects being infinitely ſuperi- 


or to that of being a royal favourite, to his requeſt 
I made the following anſwer . 
% Your kingdom, my Sovereign is populous: 


and extenſive, but the other empires in the world 


are of equal magnitude. 


erful ſervices. I dare not give you and your country 
that which I have taken from others. To be your 


favourite, or even vice-governor, would be Iimit- 


ing my power to too ſmall a circle. 


give a farther explanation of my conduct. Indeed 


if I were to endeavour to do fo, you would not 


comprehend me. Do not preſs me to do that 
which I muſt refuſe. If you will honour my me- 
mory, then follow my example: ſave innocence 
from oppreſſion or ſeduction wherever you can, 
and make men happy who deſerve it. I will at 
preſent give you an opportunity for ſo doing. 


| © Both your Secretaries, L* * and D* *, are 
the moſt deſerving men in you? court. 


'You have 
hitherto known them too little, Follow my advice, 
H 3 You 


All of them have a de- 
mand upon me. Every where they need my pow- 
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You will find in them men who deſerve your pa. 
tronage, and who will ſerve you with fidelity, 
As ſoon as they are able, I will let you know it, 
For the preſent, let them both be your private 
counſellors. L*** loves the daughter of the Mi- 
niſter ; command the hard-hearted father to give 
him his daughter's hand. They are deſtined for 
each other, their marriage is concluded in heaven; 
for that reaſon, neither rank nor power ſhall ſepa- 
rate them | 

*© The King willingly conſented to all, and the 
Miniſter was too prudent a courtier not to be 
guided by the voice of his Sovereign rather than 
his own opinion. It was impoſſible for him to 
meet with a better fortune for his daughter, when 
he ſaw L**** was the King's favourite as well a; 
mine, and contemplated the honourable employ- 
ments which his ſon-in-Jaw would arrive at, lt 
was then very eaſy for the King to complete the 
happineſs of the father, by giving L * ** a diplo- 
ma for the number of petty degrees which he had 
required. He reflected, however, that his 1 
ter and L**** were gone, and he bewailed his loſs 

to the King. 

Do not queſtion me concerning them, I in- 
terrupted him) my actions are ſecret, they are 
impenetrable to men very often they ſeem con- 
tradictory, and I am covered with the dark veil of 
myſtery. In a ſhort time both will be here..“ 

© My daughter here!“ exclaimed the Miniſter, 
« my daughter!“ 3 
4 | made no reply, but threw myſelf into my 

coach, which was ready for me, and ſoon arrived 

at the hut, where I met the lovers. I ſay nothing 
of their ecſtaſy, when I delivered to them the un- 


ex d news. | 
expected news. „ My 
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My ſeriouſneſs alone determined them from 


preſſing me to death, out of love and veneration; 
and immediately upon my arrival with them in the 


| King's ſaloon, a prieſt. gave them the matrimonial 


benediction. 8 | 
« Tell me yourſelf, gracious Prince, had I not 
reaſan to expeQ fidelity and gratitude for ſuch an 
2& of generoſity ?—Purpoſely had I conduQted the 
buſineſs: ſo,. that their future happineſs muſt de- 
nd upon me; and they were, for that reaſon, 


. obliged te endeavour to ſecure a+ continuance of 


my favour. 

«© Did I not alſo ſhew myſelf to them in ſuch a 
manner, that they muſt think me the moſt perfect 
and beſt of mankind, from whom nothing could be 
expected but acts of goodneſs ? =You muſt have 
obſerved how firmly even the King believed every 
thing, and what in caſes of exigency might I not 


hope from him, who ſaw that my conduct was 


quite diſintereſted, being merely careful: for the 


welfare of others? 


* And to enforce theſe impreſſions ſo much the 
more, I abſented myſelf ſuddenly from ** d** 
without the knowledge of any perſon; and that 
they might not diſcover any trace of me, I went 
off in a dreſs in which nobody had ſeen. me be- 
forey in order to make the people believe (which 


really happened) I had diſappeared. 


* And now. hear, in what a natural manner I 
worked all thoſe ſeeming wonders. 

„One of my people had, before I arriyed at 
d, been engaged in the ſervice of Secretary 
P###®*, and thus, by him, I obtained a knowledge 
of all before-hand. He was the pretended John 
Kleinbart. Purſuant to my command he ſtoſe the 
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dcenment, which was not difficult for a man like 
him. I was obliged to have a perſon to hire him 
for that purpoſe, and he could not remain alive, be- 
cauic he could have proved his innocence by dif- 
covering the fact. Nobody was more fit for that 
than the Counſellor. John had a Iove-intiigue 
with his female-cook, and was often in the houſe 
wa i the Counſellor was abſent, I made uſe of 
inis favourable circumſtance, It was very eaſy for 
John to put the document, the evening before, 
behind the writing deſk, and to convey the letter, 
written by me, into the pocket of the Counſellor's 
dreſſing-gown. And, in order to kill-him, nothing 


more was requiſite than to put a powder into the 


di ink he was accuſtomed to take before he went 
to bed, and which ſtood ready prepared for him 
againſt he came home. 

& 'The reaſon why I afted in the manner deſ- 
cribed, and cauſed the Miniſter to be fuſpected, 
vou will, without aſking me, very eaſily pereeive; 
for thoſe were the only proper means to diſplay my 
DOWers.  - | | 7 
All the purpoſes which I wifhed to accompliſh, 
will now be manifeſt: ſo clearly will they appear, 
that I may now be entirely ſilent. | 

« Nor need you afk me in ſuture, how it was 


poſſidle for me to attach indiſfolubly to my intereſt 


the beſt and muſt prudent men, and afterwards to 
pet ſuade them to do any thing that I wiſhed. _ 
„And now,” continued the Armenian, I was 


approaching that period, when, as I before ſaid, 


my views were guided by a ſettled plan. W hat [ 


had hitherto accompliſhed was (except acquiring an 


acquaintance with ſevera] courts, and a degree of 
izfluence in them) often nothing- more than a 


continual chain of deceptions, by which I endea- 


voured 


E 


youred to gain creatures, and to acquire credit in 
their eyes. 1 too foon perceived that my abſence 
from any place, very ſoon effaced the impreſſion 
which | had leſt there. To my terror did I diſco- 
yer, that the ties of gratitude for certain ſervices 
had rendered, which I thought had united ſo 
many to my intereſt, were not ſo ſtrong, as I had 
reaſon to expect, as ſoon as the evident advantages 
which I had procured for them ceaſed. I muſt, 
however, here except my creatures in * *d * *... 
There every circumſtance had been favourable to 
me. They could never diſcover in my actions any 


thing more than the nobleſt and moſt virtuous de- 


ſign that ever entered the mind of men, who never 
wiſhed any thing contrary to their duty, and who 
were unacquainted with all my ſhameful expedients. 
But how ſeldom was | ſo fortunate! I was often 
obliged to appear deſpicable to them, when the 
ſaw their criminal plans brought to a concluſion b 
my means, and they hated me, though they did not 
ſhew it openly, perhaps from fear. 

“From my own experience, alas! 1 fearnt 
that a villain is not loved by his fellow; and 
that thoſe ties which bind the hearts of others with 
ſuch firm affection, are to them unknown. What 
cauſes them to unite together? - What renders 
them inſeparable from one another ?—W hat makes 
one ſubmiſſive to the other ?—Nothing more than 
felf-intereſt. If this ſhould be, once ſatisfied, all 
bonds would break, and each would, with indiffer- 
ence, ſee the downfall of his companion and re- 
Joice, if he could derive a profit from it. 


„That a profligate abandoned man can reſpect 


thoſe virtues which he deſpiſes, I know from m 
own example, although 1 carefully ſtifled every 
| impulſe 
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impulſe towards it; but that thaſe who purſue x 
ſyſtem of immorality cannot love the man who 
follows-the ſame path, and adopts the ſame princi- 
ples, was incomprehenſible to me. 

«© | ſaid it was always incomprehenſible to me. 
Now, alas, I ſee too late, the true value of virtue, 
which I once confidered as imaginary : virtue, 
whioh alone can make us happy; which alone can 
fill the heart of another with love for us; which 
oh, I never knew what real joy was ſince iniquity 
enſlaved me. How can an 3 wretch en- 
joy happineſs?—lt is virtue alone that influences 
the heart to revere her tender ſentiments. I onee 
had delighted in the contemplation of her charms, 
but knowing my depravity, ſhe abandoned me.— 
Ah! I have loved, Prince, I have loved; but I 
ſoon found that the enchanting pleaſures of this 
paſſion were only to be poſſeſſed by untainted ſouls; 
they were too pure for mine. Without remoſe [ 
ſacrificed the happineſs of an angel, and ſmiled 
with triumph at her ſorrows. She followed me in 
all my wanderings, clung to my knees; entreated, 
prayed, wept at my feet, and | with indifference 
plunged a dagger into her breaſt, and deſtroyed at 
once the hopes of our embraces) | 
„ But away with it|: away with it! I cannot 
think; of what uſe is repentanee ?” 

„ Mercy,” added the Count DO. . „ is ſo 
peculiarly the property of tender minds, that we 
were yet deceiving ourſelves, in cauſing-this Arme- 
nian, the moſt deteſtable of wretohes, 10 partake 
of its bleſſings. We beheld his repentance, and 
our eyes overflowed with tears of afffition for his 
conduct. We forgot ourſelyes fo much, as to en- 
deayour to comfort him by religion, and made * 


horrid laugh, and bit his chains. The impregations 


_ deſpair, —All this made a ſtrong impreſſion upon 


| his knees, and returned thanks to God, for having 
. ordained every thing in fuch a manner, that it 
convineed him what a treafure his religion was, 


| brow, and riveted his eyes to the ground. 


| ſelf to be robbed of thy religion, thy greateſt trea- 
ſure, which will lead thee through the world in 
| ſecurity, Conſider him who would ſnatch it from 
., thee as an enemy who wiſhes to murder thy reſt, 
and flee from him. Truſt not alone to the light of 
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of every argument in ſome meaſure to ſoothe him. 
His apparent attention encouraged us, and we 
collected every thing which could contribute toour HA 
purpoſe. We wiſhed to infiſt upon his forbearance juan 
for the ſake of virtue, but he burſt out into a moſt all 


againſt religion, and every thing facred, which 
flowed from: his vivid lips, evidently ſhewed how 
ſtrongly he felt the want of them.; and how much 
all conſolatien ariſing from them inereaſed his 


the Prince. As ſoon as the Armenian was con- 
ducted away, which was immediately, he fell upon 


which he had wiſhed to reject in exchange for the 
wretched principles of ſcepticiſm. 

« But his prayer did not inſpire him with that 
cheerfulneſs, which alone can give ſtrength to an 
innocent and ſuffering ſoul. His os e to 
betray a confeſſion of offences, which he had been 
puilty of, to which his former irreligiouſneſs had 
ed him, and an anxious melancholy clouded his 


e Suffer not thyſelf, O man! who art reading 
this, when, perhaps, my bones, reduced to duſt, 
are quietly repoſing in the boſom of the earth, till 
the great day of the reſurrection, —ſuffer not thy- 


reaſon, which thy beneficent Creator hath awarded 
thee, that thou mighteſt be able to diſtinguiſh _ 
ge 
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| good bom the bad, and purſue the ſtraighteſt way 


to virtue. Since he is the God of truth, truſt in 
him. Do not give thyſelf up entirely to thy own 
judgment; for how ſoon mayeſt thou err! Learn 
this from the example of the unfortunate Prince, 
He became, from an arrogant reliance upon his rea- 
ſon, and an-unbounded confidence in his own abi— 
lities, ſo indiſcribably miſerable, that his former 
tranquillity and chearfulneſs never returned. Im- 
preſs this truth, O chriſtian!” ſtrongly upon thy 
mind, that religion alone can lead us ſecurely through 
the valley of death. By it is the grave deprived of 
all its terrors—by it does death become a friend, 
who opens for us the door of eternal happineſs, 
Without it, every thing vaniſhes into darkneſs and 
deſolation, we are ſeized with terror and diſmay. 
Religion alone can make the beneficent gift of rea- 
ſon, that image of the deity, a bleſſing to us. He 
who hopes to be happy, and reſts ſecurely without 


religion, reſembles a traveller, who perverſely 


quits the direct road, where guides would prevent 
his foot from erring, and by following the path 
which he himſelf hath choſen, is loſt in an impaſſa- 
ble country, where his cries cannot reach the ear 
of a deliverer, and thus he at length irretrievably 


finks into an unforeſeen abyſs. 


&© Had I not been previouſly convinced of theſe: 
truths, I ſhould have been ſo new from the ſight 
of the Armenian. O!] that all men, who are 
about to adopt erroneous opinions, had been pre- 
ſent when the Armenian ſpoke. They muſt have 
been captivated by religion, and her daughter vir- 
tue, and inſpired with the warmeſt attachment to 
them. Nothing, probably, ever placed their love- 


lineſs, and the certainty with which they reward 
their adherents, in ſo ſtrong a light as the conduct 


of 
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ef this Armenian, whoſe words alone I cannot re- 
hte without ſhuddering with horror. 

«© When the Armenian. was brought, the fol- 
lowing day, to the Prince, he was in the ſame diſ- 
poſition, as before. Not the leaſt trace, by which 
one might judge of what had Rage, was per- 
ceivable. 

He continued: 

«© The coolneſs towards me, which I obſerved 
in ſo many of my companions, as ſoon as they 
perceived could no longer aſſiſt them, induced me 
to contrive a method which attached them to me 
more firmly, and united them in my own intereſt. 
Such a. method I very eaftly diſcovered. 

At that time the order of.... ſtood in very 
high eſteem, and contained members of every 
rank, religion, and manner of thinking. That 
members of every perfuaſion could adhere ſo cloſely 
to this order, naturally led me to conclude, that 
every one either muſt derive advantage from it, 
though this ſeemed incredible, or that the retreat 
from. it might be dangerous. Both theſe effects I 
deſigned at times to turn to my advantage, and 
without further. heſitation I became a member. 

* The fundamental principle of this order was 
to augment the number of members as much as 
poſſible, and by that means to obtain a great influ- 
ence in all external departments, and even io pro- 
cure the direction in ſome. Only the ſuperiots 
were acquainted with this, and it was difficult to 
obtain their degree. Every one of the under-gra- 
duate members repreſented to himſelf a different 
object to this ſuperior degree, according to his in- 
dividual ſituation, and as his manner of thinking 
induced him. A ſolemn oath was required, bind- 
ing them not to "Pg a ſyllable of what related 

| to 
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to the order; and every member of it was con- 
foled by the thought, that he had made a progreſs: 
farther than another, without communicating it to- 
ts brother. 

& A general equality of ſentiment being intro- 
duced, nobody conſidered that he was a mere in- 
ſtrument in the hands of others; and this equality 
was alone ſufficient to attract the plebeian, when 
he thought himſelf in this ſociety united with 
many great men. Figurative language and pre- 
tended wiſdom, for appearance ſake, veiled in 
ſymbols and characters pleaſed the fanatic, who 
wiſhed anxiouſly to pafs beyond the boundaries of 
human knowledge. Humane actions influenced. 
the noble, and opened the hands of the rich and 
powerful to extenſive charity, and ouriofity fre- 
quently induced many perſons? to enter into the 
order. | 

« Ts ſtrong inclination of the greater part of 
mankind to a myſtical union, made them defirous: 
of joining this ſociety, though it ſtood not in need 
of members. Their number was called a legion. 
To preſerve them, no additional manœuvre was 
wanted, and their defection was prevented by 
many methods; and even if that ſhould: have 
happened, it could not be of any materia injury 
to the order. | 

«© Unwearied with every poffible endeavour and 
exertion, I ſought to puſh myſelf forward, and I 
at length fucceeded, and became one of the lead- 
ers. I was elected to that employment with the 
greateſt ſolemnity; and it was then that I diſoe- 
vered the real views of the ſociety, which before 
that period were not quite clear io me. A ſmall 
tablet of filver, with black letters eng ra ved upon it, 
acquainted me with the motive of: its inſtitution. 
The contents were as follow :- 

« Let 


eould be eaſier than this, and by ſuch means te 


and they that were found fit for employments, 
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te. Let the dominion of good be the obje of purſuit; 


& and the continual endeavour te become better, be ths 
% daily labour of yourſelf and your brethren, Secrecy 
& and darkneſs ſecure the good, and prevent the wicked 
« from obſtructing their proceedings. \ 


23.3538 
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©. Do not believe that this grand object, which 
ſeemed ſo entirely irrelevant to my principles, de- 
prived me of my courage, although l had not ex- 
pected it. My firſt thought was, that every thing 
might be conducive to my benefit by well managed 
proceedings. And [I therefore endeavoured imme- 
diately to gain the moſt exalted opinion among my 
brethren. 

* One grand principle of the order was, to raiſe 
its members, who were known as good and uſeful 
ſubjects, to the higheſt places in the ſtate. Nothing 


place every one in that department which he beſt 
underſtood, and was moſt worthy of ; from which 
he might ſucceed to others by degrecs, from the 
loweſt to the higheſt, ſo that all might be governed 
by members of our order, which would enable us 
to attain eur object the ſooner, 

«© Twice every year the ſuperiors met together 
in different places. There they communicated to 
each other the experience which they had acquired. 
The members were then propoſed and examined, 


foon obtained them.* 
* As much precantion was preſeribed by the 
laws in reſpect to the choice of the ſuperiors, and 


Iz 
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* That people may not ſuſpe&, that J mean the order of 
maſonry, J ſolemnly declare that it is not the (aſe; for this 
2 exiſts, while the other by its infamous conduct was de- 
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289 many conditions were neceſſary in order to ob. 
tain places of conſequence, it was very ſoon evi- 
dent to me, that I had not obtained my ſituation 
by undue influence. Many had nething more in 
view than the gratification of their vanity, and 
under the pretence of working for the order, were 
ſatisfied wirh having obtained their wiſhes. And] 
perceived with pleaſure, that the majority of the 
ſuperiors-of that order were not at all intereſted in 
promoting the virtuous; their only object was to 
govern. To bring them over to my fide, without 
diſcovering to them my plan, was a very eaſy taſk, 

“% And now my game was won. Almoft-all 
Places were either given away by me, or at my 
interceſſion; and I ſaw very ſoon all the places 


filled by people, who only waited my ſuggeſtion 


in order to communicate to me all which could be 
ſerviceable in accompliſhing my plans: My power 


was now very far extended; and | may reaſonably 


ſuppoſe, that what J have already communicated 


to you, will enable you to underſtand me in future 
without further explanation, as ſoon as I mention 
that order: without it I never could have reached 


thoſe ſituations which by its means J arrived at. 
© In the mean time the Regent. d. . died. 
During the government of his predeceſſor many 
changes happened. From one of my aſſociates 
there, I obtained the following letter in hierogly- 
phics: : . | 
«© The creatures-of the preſent Regent. d. 


raiſe up their heads in grandeur, They always 


ſurround their maſter, and know how to pleaſe him 
in ſuch a manner, that he liſtens to all their pro- 
poſals with blind confidence. All is changed; and 
merely from a national hatred, it is in contempla- 
tion to break off an alliance, of which our court 
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we ſhall not long be able to avoid a bloody war.“ 
6. Both the prime miniſters LI. and D..... 
{they procured that employment by my recom- 
mendation, added the Armenian) are diſmiſſed, Phd | 
and have been beheaded in their priſons. T he e 
haſte with which this was performed, did not per- 1 
mit an enquiry into the crime which was imputed Wet 
to them; and the ſecrecy in which all is envelop- { 
ed, ſcarcely leaves us room for conjecture. I be- 
lieve that ſomething of a ſerious nature was al- 
ledged againſt them, which irritated ſo much the 
paſſion of. d . „, that the idea of coolly enquir- 
ing into the buſineſs did not once occur to him. 
„The Count P..., who is now at Rome, 
as ambaſſador, has received orders to return as 
quick as poſſible. His employment is given to 
another, and he has a more advantageous one. 
The . . d. . , whoſe heart he poſſeſſes, waits with 
the utmoſt anxiety for his arrival. He has made 
him his private miniſter, and all is in expectation 
-on his account. 
e The exaQtneſs and-care which I. obſerve in 
writing to you nothing but what is really true, and 
the great haſte with which proceeded to deliver all 
this into your hands, makes me wait with eager 
expectation your further commands, and it will, I 
Hatter n. meet your. approbation. 


CHARLES,” f 


This Charles was by birth a esche Re 


one of my principal confidants; his talents having 
fitted him for that purpoſe. 


** Scarcely,;had I read the letter, when J threw 
myſelf into my carriage, and travelled day and 
* that I. might arrive. ſpeedily at * 1 

oon 


0 
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ſoon became acquainted with the Count P. , 
and found in him exactly ſuch a man as T wiſhed 
for. To bring him into the order of * + was 
very eaſy, becauſe he was long before inclined to 
it. If I dare call the connection of common inte- 
reſt, friendſhip, there ſoon took place between us 
an intimate friendſhip. I diſcovered to him a part 
of my plan, and he fwore faithfully to aſſiſt in 
fulfilling it, for which T promiſed to kelp him to 


the * * qd * throne; though this was in truth not 


my ſerious intention. I need not relate to you, 
that I magnified my influence, and by the adroit- 
neſs, and myſtery of my words and actions which 
I diſplayed, L acquired his entire-confidence. 

<< | was ſtill in doubt which empire I ſhould 
make the object of my government. Seon-after1 
diſcovered circumſtances that induced me to relin- 
quiſh my former choice. I looked for the favour- 
able moment that ſhould direct my power; and 
for the preſent, I was ſatisfied with augmenting 
the number of my partiſans. 

* This favourable moment was nearer than 1 
thought, and all my undertakings became a ſettled 
point upon which they could direct themfelves. 

, Befides the intimacy of Count P.. . „ I had 
the good fortune, on account of this journey to 


Rome, 'to find again my foſter father by a-curious 


accident, by means of which I learned likewiſe 
the ſecret of my birth. | 


„His continual employment in his laboratory, 
and the neglect of his patients, had brought him 
into the moſt unpleaſant ſituation. The proprietor 
of the houſe in which I reſided, and who was for- 
merly a phyſician, maintained him out of com- 


ow Chance procured us an interview. 1 
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for his phyſiognomy was not altered, and it had 
made ſuch an impreſſion on my mind, that I ſhould 
have known him among a multitude of men. 

6 On a former occaſion, it Was neither my in- 
tention to ſeek for him, nor to make myſelf known 
to him, and this was the caſe now; although I ſaw 
the poor old grey-beard ſtanding before me, who 
ſo much wanted my aſſiſtance. I exulted in the 
firmneſs of my principles, which were not ſhaken 
even by the fight of a father; and which ſuffered 
not my heart to indulge the leaſt emotion of ten- 
derneſs. | 

% It happened that my foot ſhpping, I fell 
down a ſtair-œaſe; I remained lifeleſs for ſome 
time, and when my ſenſes-returned-again, I found 
myſelf laid in a bed, under the are of my foſter 
father 3 beſides whom nobody was preſent. I 
looked at him with ſurpriſe, = then apparently 
meditated upon ſomething, the nature of which 
he could not diſcover. 

«© What has happened to me,“ I exclaimed an- 
grily, “ that 1 find myſelf alone with a man, from 
whom TI ought always to fly, becauſe he could diſ- 
cover the-lowlineſs of my birth? 

e A, fall from a flair-caſe—your fit.—I aſſiſted 
you—I opened your ſnirt collar.“ 

* | -ſhall recompenſe 1 for that. ,—Where are 
my people?” 

© conttrivedto have them abſent, becauſe—.“ 

* And how did you dare to do it? Let them 
_ up immediately; I command it. Ring the 

His knees trembled, tears guſhed from bis 
eyes. — Do you not know me ?” 

What a queſtion! Ring the bell!” And in 
the mean time I zumped -out of the bed, and was 
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1 
going to ring it myſelf. He put himſelf i in my 
way. 

„For God's ſake, let me have but a few mi. 
nutes. IJ am, indeed, Sylvio, and you are my 
Ferdinando. Are then the traces of my face become 
entirely ſtrange to you? Does your happineſs and 
fortune not permit you to indulge the pleaſing re- 
collection and acknowledgment | of your father's 
love?“ 

„ou are mad, fellow,” I exclaimed, and 
Puſhed him from me, whilſt he endeavoured to 
embrace me. 

« Behold the mark on your neck; by it you 
were made 'known to me, when 1 opened your 
ſhirt collar during your fit. Oh! let me not in 
vain have thanked God, that he has enabled me to 
find you, and given me an opportunity of pre- 
ſenting to you your real father, who ſighs for 
embraces. Oh! if there ariſe not in your breaſt 
any ſentiments of gratitude-for -me, be attentive 
at leaſt to your own'advantage, and force not him 
from you, who is the only perſon that can relate 
to you the ſecret-of your birth, and can help you 
on that account to an immenſe fortune.” 

* You were then no deceiver ?” ſaid I in order 
to maintain the character which at preſent I ought | 
"to act. : 
«© Oh! did not your heart tell you this imme- 
diately ?—However I forgive vou; who kuows ˖ 
what deceits may have hardened it, fo that—— E 

« Yes, dear father,” I preſſed him to my bo- 
ſom.— It was by no means difficult for me to ſhed 
a few tears, when the old man mingled his with 
mine.—*s* Oh! there are villams among man- 
kind.” I went on. I have been deceived by 
one to whom I entirely ſacrificed my 9 

| | A 
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n and whom I charged to ſeek after you, becauſe L 
could not, by inquiry, obtain any account of you, 
als and my buſineſs did not permit me to undertake 
ny this agreeable journey myſelf, The monſter! 


He abuſed my confidence, and inſtructed a raſcal, 
who ated the part of my father. My childiſh 
heart was eaſily deceived, and I embraced him 
with affection. But by a lucky circumſtance, I 
diſcovered that he aimed at my life and fortune, 
ſo that they might divide the ſpoil among them. 
Yet he entirely owed his exiſtence to mel Oh! 
father, how 2icult it is to believe always in the 
Almighty !F*#*# For by the treatment I had ex- 
perienced, I was almoſt rendered a complete miſ- 
anthrope.“ e | | 

The old man willingly believed my.ftories, 
and his eyes overflowed with tears of joy. 

“% Yes,” cried he in an ecſtaſy, “ you are my 
Ferdinando. The falſhood and deceit you have 
experienced tn the world, could only give you the 
appearance of an enemy of human kind, but your 
heart remained noble. Oh! how your father will 
be rejoiced ; for the only wiſh whieh glows in his 
boſom is, that he may live to ſee you again.” 

* You were not my father!“ ſaid 1, ſhedding 
a freſh ſtream of tears. Yes, I deſerve now to 
be caſt from you.” OW 

Not ſo my ſon. I onſv was your foſter fa- 
ther, and that is ſufficient for me, although you 
abſconded. But enough of that, I now have you 
again Read this letter.“ e 
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* Many ſuch expreſſions I have omitted. In the mouth 
of ſuch a diabolical villain; they ſeemed to me to be blaſyhemy. 
; : Nec , Cont O * *. 
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C MY DEAREST SYLVIO, 
Venice, Aug, 6, 17 


I have wronged you by my reproaches. 1 
now know that you are innocent. Though IL have 
Joſt my ſon, it was not your negle& or harſhneſs 
that induced him to run away. Alas! forgive the 
oppreſſed heart of a father, which led me to treat 
vou rigorouſly, 

I thought I ſhould-make my ſon happier than 
his equals; that he might ſhine and ſoar above all 
others! God has -puniſhed my pride ſeverely; 
though my puniſhment is milder than I deſerved. 
Oh! that my ſon were ſtill alive, and could be 
reſtored to me again — That thought drives far 
away the long cheriſned idea of death, which 
otherwiſe I could embrace with pleaſure. It is this 
alone which keeps my almoſt ſtagnant blood in 
motion. It is this alone which nouriſhes my 
ſoul. | 

Could I but once more behold my beloved 
fon, then would J fill his hands with immeaſurea- 
ble riches, with which the goodneſs of heaven has 
bleſſed me, who am ſo unworthy, and which 1 
| Preſerved but for him, my only one. Could I but 
Jay my trembling hands upon his head, to impart 
my: bleſſing, and might he with gratitude. cloſe my 
fading eyes; then after my death, . every one 
mould bleſs my name for the ſake of ſuch a ſon. 
| «© My old feeble head, thou wilt be . obliged 
without that conſolation, without that happt- 
neſe, ſoon to lay thy grey hairs in the grave. 


Buß, 


„ 
© But, Sylvio, is it the feebleneſs of old age or 
preſumption? I cannot yet give up my hope. 
Do not ſpare any trouble to find him out.—Wit- 
lingly I would then—O ! what would I not—bear 


all your guilt, nay, were it the greateſt, I would 
ſuffer for it in your ſtead in purgatory. 


MISCARINI.” 


* Tt was not the deſire of my heart to ſee my 
father, but the idea of obtaining his fortune, and 
other plans which I had already in view, that in- 
duced me to haſten my journey to Venice. 

*« 'Sylvio was obliged to ſend a letter before me, 


in order to prepare the way for my ſudden appear- 


ance, and to procure me a welcome reception. 

* My father embraced me with ecſtacy, and 
the feebleneſs of his old age ſeemed to leave him. 
played the part of a tender affeQionate ſon, and 
endeavoured to render light the burdenſome em- 
braces of this diſguſting grey-beard, by the thought 
of his fortune, and its -accompliſhing my plans 
already laid. | 

* But as ſoon as I ſaw that his palſied head 
would induce him tenaciouſly to attack my reli- 
gious principles, which ſome of my papers (which 


his curioſity led him to open) had diſcovered to him, 


and that he wiſhed to make me a fanatic, I began 
to perceive that even the little time he had to live 
would be of too long continuance. He could be 
of no more ſervice to me, and was a barrier in the 
way of my undertakings; why ſhould I wear lon- 
ger the maſk, when I could expect no further pro- 

t by ſo doing? | 

Better, I thought, that the old tree ſhould 
make room for the young one, that it might gaia 
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more ſtrength: and of this my father reaped the 
profit, for I ſuffered him not to ſtruggle long with 
a painful death. In a ſweet flumber | ſent him to 


a better-world, after having diſpatched Sylvio his 
boſom friend. ” 


Good God!” exclaimed the Prince, % how 
is it poſſible for a man to murder his father! 55 
Nou ſhould ſay in cool blood; this alone diſtin- 
guiſhes me from all thoſe who perhaps have com- 
mitted ſuch an act in the heat of paſſion. Indeed 
I could have ſpared him, had he = by his irreſiſ- 
tible curioſity opened ſome of my papers, by which 
a part of my plans and manner of thinking might 
have been betrayed. He could have no confidence 
in my words, for he, with the help of Sylvio, 
uſurped the authority of a father. He even began 
to command, to admoniſh, to threaten. Prince, - 
1 could not bear a ſuperior, who began to interrupt 
my courſe! And had I not to fear that his com- 
plaints of me would lay me open to ſuſpicion, and 
by that meins injure my reputation, as many 
thought me a pattern of ſanctity ? 8 

„% The coward only trembles at obſtacles which 
appear inſurmountable.—I was wont to break 
through them.“ 

% Every nerve of my frame,” added the Count 
8 ade ſnuddered from an over-powering 
complication of terror and grief. It was to me, .as 
if my ſou!, filled with detcſtation, laboured pow- 
erfully to deſtroy the limits of its habitation, ip 
order to flee from this more than inferha] malice- 
breathing outcaſt. My eyes were fixed in my head 
though deeply oppreſſed, my heart thtobbed 
my breaſt ſeemed to deny reſpiration, and.a cold 
Aweat ſpread all over me.” 

The Armenian remained with Redfaſt looks, and 
 ſeemes 


- ftemed to view with a contemptuous ſmile our hor- 
. Tor at his ſituation. No figns of repentance were 


At length he proceeded in his narrative. 


"agreat many young patritians preſſed around me, 


cumſtances united for the accompliſhment of my 


upon its ruins was to be laid the foundation of my 
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diſcovered in his countenance, in which we might” 
have hoped to trace the feelings of a man. 


„s continued but a few months at Venice, as 


each of whom earneſtly endeavoured to gain my 
friendſhip. My family and fortune gave me fre- 
quently a right of pre-eminence, which I made 
beneficial without appearing-to aſſume more than 
was due to my fituation. 

5 I diſcovered with pleaſure, - that many had al- 
ready conceived an unextinguiſhable hatred againſt 
the. government, and which became more buter, 
whenever they endeavoured to ſupprefs it, and 
therefore ſo much the more dangerous. All cir- 


plan. Venice was to be overthrown by me, and 


throne and government. To' riſe much higher 
would be no difficulty, eould I but gain one ſtep 
from my preſent ſituation. In this thought I was 
daily more and more ſtrengthened. Each day con- 
vinced me, that in no place could my plan be ſo 
well executed as here, where I found all things 
prepared for my purpoſe. A great part of the no- 
bility were diſſatisfied with the tyranny of the go- 
vernment, moſt of the provinces ſighed under the 
greateſt oppreſſion; the mob were like blades of corn, 
eaſily agitated and put into motion; nothing was 
wanted but to make uſe of all ihefe favourable cir- 
cumſtancès. | 
From what I had already heard and known of 
the government of Venice, 1 found it neceſſary to 
uſe the utmoſt precaution, and to proceed with the 
greateſt? 
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greateſt care in every thing that I was about te 
undertake. | obſerved theſe rules the more, as 
they had been already a kind of law within me; 
they therefore gained me much attention and reſ- 
pea. I endeavoured by many means which I em- 
ployed to diſcover, nay to extort, the ſentiments 
of every one (which is very difficult here) without 
giving them the leaſt hint concerning mine. 

But carefully as I thought I had concealed 
every thing from the eyes of the public, ſome, 
however, had looked further into my character 
than I ſuppoſed. 

„ In diſguiſe, and wrapped up in deep contem- 
plation, I walked upon the platform of Saint 
Mark. It had juſt begun to grew dark, when a 
party of bungling muſicians came and ſurrounded 
me. I thought that this was nothing more than 
A common divettiſe ment; but I had deceived. my» 
ſelf. The kind of romance which they ſung ſeem- 
ed to have allegorical reference to myſelf. Little 
as this might be perceived by any other perſon, 
the meaning of it did not eſcape my obſervation. 
I was willing to confider it as accidental, when 
one of their company preſſed cloſe to me, and 
put a paper ſecretly into my hand, whilft the 
others began to ſing : 

% Hide it,” ſaid he, cautiouſly, and take care 
© that no one diſcovers it; elſe thou wilt lay, 
bs to-morrow, ſtretched at length in thy 
grave. 

* Theſe words, which were ſung by a woman, 
diſguiſed as a fairy, did not eſcape my attention; 
and on account of the emphatica] manner in which 
they were repeated, they made a deep impreſſion, 
on my mind. I put the paper into my pocket, a 
went immediately home. yy” 
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you by us for the future. For your own benefit 


country, cruetly- oppreſſed its moſt noble ſubjects, 


the fainteſt ſhadow of it cannot be found among 


E 
& As quickly as poſſible I opened the letter, and” 


read as follows: 


Friend or Foe, it will entirely depend upon 
yourſelf, which of theſe names ſhall be applied to 


we wiſh that it may be the former; and now hear 
our requeſt. We all are difſatisHed with the go- 


vernment, which hitherto has tyrannized over our 
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and recompenſed its moſt fincere friends with 
ſhameful ingratitude. Prerogatives, that in other 
countries are the right of every honourable patriot, 
which the earaptured poet makes the object of his 
ſublimeſt ſtrains, and thus tranſmits them to poſte- 
rity, of what benefit are they here? They only 
lead the victim to a diſgraceful puniſhment, —Is 
not this calculated to baniſh from our country all 
greatneſs of mind, and to deſtroy every incentive 
to magnanimous actions! ? 

* How often has the greateſt general that drew 
his ſword to revenge his country's wrongs fallen a 
victim to prejudice, whilſt he was the friend of li- 
berty ! How often has the greateſt ſtateſman been 
near to the loweſt intrigues and meaneſt jea- 
ouſy 

Our hiſtory is fraught with examples of this 
kind, every one of which will be an infamous 
ſlain upon our character, and muſt render us con- 
temptible in the eyes of every ſtranger. —And ſhall 
we longer ſupport this evil when it is in your 
power to relieve us? 


* We delight in the idea of freedom, though 
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poſſeſs the greateſt innocence, to the deſpotiſm of 


thoſe abandoned creatures? Does not the blood of 
our brethren and relations, which was ſpilt by that 
never-ſated luſt of murder, which they call-ſtate- 
prudence, cry aloud for revenge? 

Ferdinando, from the noble race of Miſcari- 
NI, need we tell you more? Does not your blood 
boil within you? Are not ſuch inſults to common 
ſenſe ſufficient to drive a man mad?—Can your 
country be indifferent to you? And will not the 
blood of your relations move you ? 

„Me dreamt of freedom—we awoke, and the 
picture which fancy had pourtrayed diſappeared. 
Real liberty ſhall occupy its place, or an eternal 
ſleep, at leaſt, ſhall procure us an eternal dream; 
where the ideal picture, to which we ſacrificed our 
freedom, fhali perpetually ſtand before our eyes. 

“There is a great party of us, linked by an 
indiſſoluble tie, and ready to meet death, or live 


like men; our numbers will increaſe, Tor our 


voices will rouſe many from an apparent ſtate of 
ftupor, who will immediately ſee their error. 

Courage inſpires us all—largs ſums of money 
are in our hands ;—a prudent leader only is want- 
ing. Ferdinando, will you be that perſon ? 

„ Your high rank, together with your judg- 
ment, induce us to make this requeſt, We are 
more acquainted with you than you perhaps ima- 
gine. A peculiar circumſtance has given us the 
information—(only us alone.) We well know the 
hiſtory of the various events, which by your ma- 
nagement occurred to both the Secretaries at 
*** q* *. It is as incomprehenſible to us as 
your conduct, and on that account you are our 


6 We 


ſelves; merely, 


6 


er We hope you will not heſitate to accept ont 
invitation; for you are, perhaps, not ſo much a 
ſtranger here, as not to know that by our excellent 
government we can effectually employ the aſſaſſin's 
dagger. We could have made uſe of it, but we 
confide in you, of which this letter'is a proof. 

If you accept of our offer, as we ſcarcely 
doubt that you will, then let your apartment be 
illuminated at midnight. Yet it is requflite that 
you ſhould be alone, You ſhalt then hear more 


from us: Till that time you will be cloſely ob- 


ſerved. 

«© The buſineſs requires great foreſight, and on 
that account, with anxious hope, we name our- 
Vour 

FRIENDS.” 


% Nothing could be more deſirable to me than 
the receipt of ſuch a letter. I muſt conſefs that it 
overcame me at firſt, However I had prepared: 
every thing, being in expectation of ſuch an offer, 


for I knew many of the nobility were diſſatisfied. 


But that this invitation would be. given me ſo ſoon, 
exceeded my expeCtation. _ 
*The enthuſiaſm that was diſplayed in the let- 


ter, delighted me ſo much, that I read it ſever + 


times over; for experience had long-ſinee taught 
me what to expect from men wlro were actuated 
by ſuch motives. Theſe only ought we to make 


uſe of, and they may be managed as we pleaſe. [ 
could pretty nearly gueſe who the authors were, 


and with great impatience I waited for. the ap- 
pointed midnight hour. 


* It arrived. My ſenſations: were directed to 


| ſomething ſolema, and even the clocks ſeemed tn 
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ſound differently from what they uſua''y did. I 
thought it a kind of premonition of whai migh 
happen in future. 

“Suddenly the door flew open, and a form very 
much diſguiſed ſtood before me. 

0 Ferdinando Miſcarini, are you reſolved? ſaid 
the form, with a deep expreſſion and ſeriouſneſs of 
voice. 

« lam?!” I replied. 

« 'Then follow me.” 

«© | was obliged to wrap myſelf up in black, 
and we went off. As ſoon as we came to the ca- 
nal, we found a boat for us; he blind-folded me, 
and when he took the bandage from my eyes, [ 
found myſelf in the Hall, to which you both were 
once brought.* 

* About twenty black maſks roſe from their 
feats, and bowed reſpeQfully, whilſt my compa- 
nion brought me 'nearer to them, and addreſſed 
them in the following words :— 

« He is reſolved—he belongs to us.” 

* You are then reſolved to 8 to us, in or- 
der to fulfill our demand? ſaid one of them who 
occupied the firſt place. 

am. 

And your reſolution is not premature ? Is it 
firm?“ 

& ſt is; for ever.” 

% And you will not repent ! ca 

«© lama man. 

« And if, by being linked with us, the moſt 
ſhameful, the moſt tormenting death ſhould be 

your lot, and you could even by treachery revenge 


See Vol. I. | 
yourſelf, 


> Ca» 
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urſelf, 


fame of the order had already been of great advan- 
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wourſelf, and procure riches and Fonours, what 


would you do?” 


+ Does there need ſuch a queſtion? Let tliem 
ſlowly boil me in hot oil, and even extract the 
marrow from my bones, and pierce me with red 
hot irons : I ſhould be filent 

*© Then ſwear,” they all exclaimed at once; 
and this I did with all the ſolemnity poſlible. 
Whilſt kneeling, they all pointed their naked dag- 
gers towards my breaſt. They ſwore obedience to 
me in the like manner, . becauſe I earneſtly defired 
it from them. 'They then ſnatched off their maſks 
and exclaimed, 

© Welcome, welcome, Ferdinando Miſcarini 
welcome the chef of our band.” | 

„And now,” ſaid I,“ attend to this your ſacred 
duty. Be careful in every word which you utter, 
and in every ſtep you intend to take, to avoid 
every clandeſtine converſation. Moderate the juſt 
revenge which burns within your breaſt, till the 
period arrives which T'fhal] fix upon; it may then 
burſt forth like a rapid overwhelming torrent. 
Will you do ſo?“ | | 

We will.” 

I ſhalt do all, even what your moft ſanguine 
expectations can ſuggeſt ; but tilt then, I again 
repeat, patience and obedience l“ 

* I now diligently ſought to gain the confidence 
of my fellow conſpirators, or rather my ſubjects; 
and each day gave me new proofs how well I ſue- 
ceeded. 5 

*© One of my principal objects now was, to ex- 
tend as much as poſſible the order oc. There 
was fearcely an employment or ſituation but what 
was filled by ſome of its members. The good 


tage 


( 180 ) 


age to many of my plans; and they rejoiced to 


find me a repreſentative of it. They came in 
multitudes to be received by me, and thought it a 
mark of honour to wear its official ſymbols. 
The conſiderable fees of entrance which were 
paid by the wealthy, and the extraordinary contri- 
butions which the members gave, united with m 
large income, not only enabled me to live with the 
greateſt ſplendour, in order to obtain my views, 


and to purchaſe the afſiſtonce of poor people, 


whom I wanted very much; but I even ſaved con- 
ſiderable ſums. 

*© do not chooſe to ſay any thing to you of the 
meetings of the order, for it does not belong to 
this plice. They were repeated weekly, and I 
never failed to encourage the conſpirators to perſc- 
vere in the exalted ideas they had already formed, 
You will alſo imagine, that [ accounted for the 
expenditure of the money, which I obtained in the 


order, as contributing to the honour of the ſociety, 


Gas ; + 


although I ſpent it merely to gratiſy my own de- 
fires, and to further the deſigns of the principal 


conſpirators. 


cet was one of our moſt rigorous laws, that 


every thing was to be diſcovered to the chief of the 


order, to prevent ſurprize or misfortunes. This 


_circomſtance I turned to very great advantage. 
Treaties, and all ſecrets which had' the leaſt con- 


ne&ion with me, or with the order, I cautiouſly 
applied to aſſiſt our deſigns. No oath of ſecrecy 


was fo great and ſolemn, but it "would have been 


broken for that purpoſe; no per ſop was ſpared; 


- any one was diſpatched immediately, when the 


order had reaſon to be ſuſpicious of his integrity. 
And there was not one among the whole ſociety, 
who would not with pleaſure have ſtabbed that 
* 


UA 


1 


man to the heart, whoſe death-warrant I had 


ſigned in the name of the order.“ 


This aſtoniſhes me exceedingly,” obſerved the 
Prince, “ ſurely the order muſt have greatly ſuf- 
fered by it, if they encouraged their members ſo - 
often to commit murders ?” 

The riddle is ſo eaſily explained, that I won- 
der you can require this now from me. How many 
have been aſſaſſinated by monks without their in- 


fluence and authority being diminiſhed by it! And 


how was this accompliſhed? They made it a 
cauſe of religion, and I made ours the cauſe of the 
order, and zeal for the benefit of the community. 
Can you not>readily conceive, that he whom I 
commanded to be murdered, I carefully repreſented 
to the aſſaſſin as a villain who did not deſerve 
mercy, or we ſhould willingly have granted it? I 
always employed people for that purpoſe, upon 
whoſe ſecrecy I could depend. Under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, an inviolable ſecrecy was preſerved, 
the pious members of the order knew not a fylla- 
ble of it, and the numbers increaſed daily.” 
* But did not ſuch a — n the ſuſpi- 
cions of the ſtate ?”? 


In that reſpect, the order was advantageouſly 


eireumſtanced. I took care that no proceeding was 


made known, from which a bad opinion of it could 
have been fairly inferred. The many benefits 
which the order conferred upon the boor, and e 


| were beſtowed ſometimes for appearance ſake, 
others for the promotion of my plans, could not 
be hurtful to the ſtate. On the contrary, we 


gained acquiſitions from that ſide; many members 


eame over to us who had the higheſt offices in the 
ſtate, and who were ſpoken of as moraliſts.“ 
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© But amongſt ſo great a multitude of members, 
might there not have been ſome who had conſider. 
ed it more deeply, and diſcovered that the order 
was a mere maſk for concealing dangerous deſigns ? 
Muſt not ſach a thought occur to thofe who execu- 
ted theſe wicked deeds?” 

„Would not you place confidence in the man 
who was able to form fuch effectual plans, and 
pledged himſelf for their execution? - Would 
you not think that he muſt be wiſe and diſ- 
creet ?”? 

« Rvery man of conſequence had his ſpies about- 
him, for we contrived that even his foot ſhould be 
our tools. By ſuch means | was acquainted with 
all their actions and movements; and as foon as 
they ſeemed unfavourable to me, one hint was 
ſufficient to have the victim of my ſuſpicions fent 
ta the grave. I confeſs, that my once retentive 
memory cannot now ſtate the number who experi- 
enced that fate. If the informations of common 
ſpies were inſufficient, it was not diffieult for one 
of us to introduce himſelf as a friend, and thus 
diſeover his moſt ſeeret thoughts; and if this ſcheme 
was fruſtrated, then I had recourſe 'to the power 
of the State Inquiſition, and by that means 
had bim condemned at all events. I ſought 
beſides to encreaſe the diſſatisfaction to the govern- 
ment which the conſpirators had already excited, 
by every method which offered itſelf to me, and 
. oven eenfidergbly to inflame their own fecret ha- 
tred againſt them. Nay, I knew how to corrupt 
the minds of thoſe-with revolutionary prineiples, 
who had not been of that opinion. This was very 
eaſy to do, without their being able to difeover my 
views. 5 . 

The jealouſy of the ſtate, which has often 
deprived the moft noble family of an excellent 

| ES 8 member, 
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member, made its ſacrifice, was always deteſted 
by the relations of the deceaſed; but all were too 
much accuftomed to regard that blood-thirſty hy- 
ena, the inquiſition, as a neceſſary evil, or rather 
they were prevented by terror, from publicly ex- 
preſſing their deteſtation for ſuch an iniquitous 
tribunal. Thus the evil was reconcited, and their 
only conſolation was, that others had ſuffered the 
ſame fate, and if they canonized the victim, it was 
conſidered as an honourable mark of reſpe& to his 


their infamous cruelty*., All theſe wounds I 
ſought to irritate, or to make freſh ones, and 1 
could ſee with the greateſt certainty the good effect. 
of it, as nohody would. bear without diſcontent 
unmerited afflition, Does not (thought I) even 
the moſt inſignificant infe& ſtretch forth its jaws 
to bite him who endeavours to cruſh it? Thus all 
feeling will not be entirely. extinguiſhed, and of 
courſe many will think of revenge. 0 
At was mine as well as my aſſociates“ moſt fe- 
rious occupation, to procure ſacrifices to this ſtate 
jealouſy, and we naturally ſeleQed thoſe whom we 
in.the leaſt ſuſpected. We employed falſe witneſ- 
ſes; treaſonable letters were produced, and ſome- 
times nothing more was wanting to enſure the ſuſ- 
picious perſon a tomb in the canal Orſono. I 
could relate to you many hiſtories, to ſhew how we 
proceeded, but I think them rather too trifling to 
detain you by ſuch relations. How often did even 


nocent man, merely to obtain the appointed re- 


Deſcription of Venice, 4 vols. Second Edition. Leipzich, 1795» 


ward 


aſhes, and reckoned a ſufficient recompence for 


the moſt wretched fpy ſucceed in ſacrificing an in- 


* Se an intereſting publication on that ſubject in Maier: 
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( 194 } 
ward! In all theſe affairs, I was the ſole diredo- 
of the whole, and left the execution of it to thoſe 
ſubordinate to me. By that means I had the con- 
ſolation to ſee m every department conſpirators at 
the head, who had all poſſible influence in forward: 
ing our grand aim. Ho eaſy is it to irritate a def. 
picable ſtate like that of Venice to the commiſſion 
of the moſt horrid murders ! | 
Every undertaking was ſucceſsful, and the 
number of conſpirators - increaſed” every week; 
Their deſire of revenge was already riſen to ſo 
high a pitch, that I alone, and that by the moſt 
ſerions admonitions, could prevent the ſtorm from 
burſting. I told them, that it was not yet the pro- 
per time for our purpoſe ; and did all in my power 
to perſuade them to wait with patience for a ſhort 
interval, when we ſhould be ſure of the moſt ſignal 
ſucceſs. - My arguments, my courage, my reſolu- 
tion and actions ſoon acquired me, even among the 
- moſt ſavage, ſuch unlimited influence, that they 
gave themſelves blindly and with great afacrity to 
my direction, and without enquiring into many 
things which appeared paradoxical to them.” 

0 Prince, you ſeem not ſurprized that a party 
of conſpirators gave themſelves up entirely to my 
plans, promiſed toadhere to me by an oath (which 
in their eyes you will ſay is not looked upon as any 
thing), and kept it punéòtually. Do you not aſk. 
how it was poſſiblè for me to acquire ſuch a great 
aſcendeneyx ? „5 
« You muſt have forgotten yourſelf when 
Fou, a great moraliſt, a pious, virtuous, and 
highly eſteemed perfor, who are known to be poſ- 
ſeſſed of fo much human knowledge, would have 

l obeyed 


| 
| 
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tor obeyed any ſuggeſtions, let the execution of them 
ole have been ever ſo capricious or wicked k. 
on- „The putting the mob in motion was left to 
> at me, as without their aid the whole fabric muſt have 
rd. been demoliſhed. 1 
deſ- « Many of the ſtateſmen among the conſpira- 
ion tors, as I have obſerved, had high employ ments, 
and I myſelf was ſoon elevated to a ſimilar ſituation. 
the We did every thing in our power to make the poor 
eek. people think their burdens- inſupportable. Even 
> fo if this end were not anſwered, it produced ſtill 
noſt another advantage, as they confined to us all the 
rom places of dignity, and confirmed our appoint— 
Pave” ments; for you eannot yet have forgotten, that 
Wer this is the caſe with all thoſe whom the people hate 
ſhort the moſt, becauſe the ſtate has the leaſt to fear 
gnal from them. We became more and more power- 
ſolu- ful, and I did not ſuffer the original ſcheme to be 
g the at all violated, but ſtudied how to inereaſe our in- 
they fluence. The oppfeſſions of the ſtate, we contriv- 
FF 10s ed, ſhould rapidly increaſe, as the breaking out of 
nany 


the conſpiraey approached. We began to oppoſe 
| the common attachment to idleneſs; we declared 
party that begging would be prohibited, and by that 


0: 3 means the mob kept to induſtry and labour; more- 
vhic over, we determined to aboliſſr the frequent feſti- 
5 1 vals and other diverſions. 
rant + The few, ſtateſmen who did not belong to the 
great conſpiracy, were eafily overcome, or deceived by 
*The Prince had never the intention to give him any an- 
when [wer to ſuch queſtions. His countenance ſhewed diſtinctly how 
2 and much he ſuffered, how much the burden of his- crimes op- 
e poſ- preſſed him, and that he now faw clearly the , conſequences 
+ have of his guilt, which he heard from the mouth of a ſeducer. My 


| | compaſſion towards the Prince, which continually agitated my 
pbeyed inmoſt frame, could only be diverted: by the ſtrongeſt deteſta= 
| tion for the Armenian, whoſe ſace ſeemed to glow with plea- 

ſure at the thought of having ſeduced an honeſt man. 
| | Nate of Count O * * 


the 
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the appearance of this innovation; and if none of 
them would ſuit, there was another methnd of ob- 
taining our aim which never failed, namely, reſ- 
toring to the mob their pleaſures and their feaſts, . 
by our authority ; the advantage we were to derive 
from that, is very obvious; for the mob, who 
think the government good and perfect only when 
it ſanctions their favourite inelinations, muſt of 
courſe be the more enraged, when they find them- 
ſelves ſo ſuddenly deprived of their pleaſures, and 
no beam of hope left that they ſhall ever return. 
We then began to ſhew ourſelves from a diſtance 
as their ſaviours, and we could expect them with 
certainty to join us in large parties. All theſe 
things were prepared, and the proclamation was 
merely delayed, becauſe I thought it as yet not 
proper. 

«I could = plainly, that the conſpiracy, 
though it ſhould break out in its moſt horrid form, 
would not ſatisfy my views, which were extended 
to the throne of government. | feared internal divi- 
ſions; or, that they would not like a fovereign at 
the head of a republic, the principle of which they 
had long before imbibed. 

& To behold myſelf as a kind of Doge, which. 
dignity I could have acquired without great difficul-- 
ty, ſeemed rather too mean for me, who had ven- 
tured ſo much. I juſtly conceived, that every one 
of the noble conſpirators would have contended” 
with me for equal rights, although-till that period 
they ſtrictly obeyed my commands. I at leaſt had 
reaſon to expect this from their intereſt and vanity, 
as ſoon as they ſaw that their purpoſe was accom- 
pliſhed, and that l was of no more uſe to them. 

The power of a foreign court only could ſupport 
me, which I hoped, from a variety of circumſt an- ä 
ces, 
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tes, eaſily to obtain; yet there was ſome difficul- 
ties in my way; for. my perſonal appearance at 
different places would have been of the greateſt 
aſſiſtance in my deſigns, but it was neceſſary for 
me to continue at Venice, . 
had many concerns of my own which E 
could not truſt to another ; and beſides, I was at 
the ſame time Inquiſitor of the State. 
* Before. I had reſolved how to proceed, I re- 
ceived a letter which at once removed all embar- 
raſſment. It was from Charles. I commanded 
him to ftay at **q**, and give me an account of 


all circumſtances which took place there. Till now 


I had heard nothing of him; I began therefore, to 
conſider him as loſt, when I received a letter in 
hierogly phies to the following purport#. 


enn 


© As I dare ſay you are ſurprized at having 
heard nothing from me for ſo long a time, L muſt 
tell you the reaſon. Trifling affairs I thooght not 
worth while to communicate to you, and buſineſs 
of importance I did not think proper to truſt to the 
poſt. I know, that at Venice they have eyes like 
Argus, and an hieroglyphical letter might excite 
ſulpicion. On the ſuppoſition that you would be 
angry with me for not uſing other means to give 
you information,. I entreat you to read this letter, 
and your anger, IJ hope, will ſoon change into joy 
and ſatisfaction; for my ſelf, I am fo proud of 
what I have done, that I look forward with confi- 
dence for your commendation. That it might in 


* This letter. I found among the papers of the Armenian. 
All his writings were in my poſſeſſion. | 
Count O. 


; _ ſome 


ſome great meaſure be obtained, I thought proper” 
not to acquaint: you earlier with my undertakings, 
till I could be perfectly ſure of their entire ſucceſs, 
and on that account you will excuſe my delay. 

== Tow tothe bulmels”—— fo 7 

„ I informed you in my laſt letter, that both 
the private miniſters L.. and D... had been dif- 
patched in their priſon. Rejoice with me that this 
is falſe. | Theſe warm friends have been preſerved, 
though their: death was aſſerted ſo confidently that 
T'myſelf was deceived. At that time, one did not 
know how to proceed, nor whom to betieve. Only 
a very few who had been in the confidence, and 
always about. d.. could know the proceedings 
with certainty, and on that account, I do not won- 
der that my endeavours to obtain ſome news from 
my aſlociates were fruitleſs.“ 
* The Count P... is now arrived. You are 
a great favourite of his; and if you were not the 
man, I ſheuld wonder, for he ſpeaks of you with 
= enthuſiaſm ;- and this is not his common method. 
= You have ſtudied his weak ſide ſo accurately, that 
= - he is involved in perpetual conjectures. He be- 
lie ves that you have the power of working miracles; 
x and I cannot at all comprehend this: peculiar phe- 
4 nomenon, which is ſuch a direct contraſt with his 
uſual mode of thinking?” 

| The greateſt phyſiologiſts could not learn 
4 very much of us, for were they to examine us 
. cloſely, they perhaps might entirely loſe themſelves 
in the laþyrinth of hypotheſis. | | 
1 * This Count P... I became acquainted with 
= in one of dur lodges. As my character at prefent is 
4 in high eſtimation, I eafily obtained admittance 
into his private ſocieties, and I ſoon ſucceeded in 
ingratiating 


per” 
88 


Els, 


1e Us 


ſelves 


with 
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tance 
ed in 


lating 


-ngratiating myſelf into his favour, when he heard 
that I knew you perſonally. 


&« learned from him, that both the Secretaries 
L.. and D. . . were ſtill alive, but in cloſe pri- 


ſon; and as they would not confeſs any thing in 


ſpite of all the rigorous means which hid been em- 


ployed, the ... d.. had not yet paſſed his ſentence 
upon them. Before. I had heard the truth of their 


fate, I formed the reſolution to ſave theſe perſons 


at all hazards, and in that I have ſucceeded ſo ex- 
cellently, that you will exult-in your worthy ſcho- 


lar. 


My firſt buſineſs was to prepare for the jailor 
a doſe which ſent him to his long home. By 


means of the Count P.. . I procured another per- 


ſon in his place, who was one of my aſſociates, 
and a cunning fellow. By his means, all the locks, 


bolts, &c. were ſo prepared, that they could be 
opened with little trouble, and your newlyzinvent- 


ed aqua fortis I uſed in this inſtance with ineredi- 
ble effect. A dark night was choſen for the, pur- 
poſe of ſetting both at liberty, in order to. prevent 
their ſearching after them, and to exalt your, power 
in the eyes of Count P. | 

« [ threw into the priſon thetollowing note: 

© You have experienced my power, and yet 

you dared to confine my favourites in diſmal 

RS Could you ſuppoſe, that it would be 
45 e for me to break open locks. and 
* bolts? Do not inquire further after them, elſe 
* ſhall my powerful arm execute the puniſhment 

* which compaſſion and weakneſs ſtill withhold. of 


Lo BARON VATIFIELLO#” i 


* The reader will recollec that the Armenian Was 123 
in d. under this Lame, 
. 66 The 0 


1 

ce The effect which this produced was ſo great, 
that it was prohibited on pain of the moſt ſevere 
puniſhment to ſpeak a word of theſe circumſtances, 
particularly as they found the jailor ſhot, which bo- 
ſineſs I contrived, but in ſuch a manner, that it 
appeared as though he had committed this action 
' himſelf.” 

I ͤpitied the poor fellow, for I could have 
made further ufe of him; but, I feared that he 
might not be cautious enough; and veſides that, 
I had promiſed him a recompence, which [ could 
never beſtow. Beſides, it was calculated to pro- 
duce a deep iwpreſſion, as it appeared that this 
man had killed himſelf through miſtake. The 
moſt certain way is always to be preferred; you 
have frequently told me ſo yourſelf ; and if I had 
-eonfidered this ſooner, I ſhould not have made 
ſuch an ample excuſe, thereby exhibiting a kind 
of weakneſs, as if J ought to heſitate before | ſa- 
crificed a man for either your intereſt or my own, 
I am heartily aſhamed of that, and now give you 
-the greateft aſſurance of improvement, that I may 
obtain your pardon. 

As ſoon as I had my priſoners in ſafety, they 
Fell before me upon their knees; for till then, it 
ſeemed to me as if veneration and terror had con- 
fined their tongues. They thought me an am- 
bafſador from you, and I ſuffered them to conti- 
nue in that opinion. They then confeſſed to me, 
that they had confidently reckoned upon your de- 
tivering them. Theſe men are entirely at your 
ſervice, for they have.promiſed me to perform any 
thing that you command them to do. 

One I have ſent te .. ,, and the other to 3 
after having given them inſtruQtions. I hope this 
will be agreeable to you; and-iſo much the more, 

a3 


(ernte 
ut, 28 D. .. ſent me a letter to-day, a copy of whick 


re Jill communicate to you. 
es, „That Count P... is the favourite of. d. 
Tl J have already told you. I only add, that he 
it * has made himſelf ſo neceflary to him, that no- 
on -46 thing can be undertaken- without him. 
enn 


P. S.—T have juſt received a letter from L.. ſaying 
that he already begins to act a greater character 
at . . . All goes on agreeably to our wiſhes, and 
as ſoon as I hear any thing of conſequence from 
him, I will communicate it to you. [| believe 
he may do you many great ſervices there. The 
bearer of this you may entirely. confide in. 
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COPY OF THE INCLOSED LETTER, 


The Preſident ,, to Charles. 


„ 2 4 17. 


«© Mx joy and hafte oblige me to tell you that 
in a few words with which I could fill many ſheets. 
—But with what ſhall I begin firſt? I find that 
this taſk is more difficult than I imagined. | 

*© I have been wonderfully ſucceſsful in all my 
undertakings. By your management, I am at 
' Preſent ſo diſguiſed, that my fear of being diſco- 
vered is now converted into boldneſs, and nobody 
has any idea who I am I think that this may prin- 
cipally be attributed to the Baron Vatifiello. If 
this immortal being would once vouchſafe to make 
me ſo happy as to employ me as an inſtrument in 
his wonderful deeds! Yet 1 perhaps wiſh too 
much. | 

5 You know I have aſſumed the name of., and 
am already riſen to the rank of Preſident. The 
. « . has given me his favour in the higheft degree. 
I ſhould be vain enough to imagine, that this, or 
at leaſt a part of it, might be aſcribed to my per- 

| ſonal abilities, were it not, that when I ſeriouſly 
cConſider, I think that I muſt attribute all » the 
| Baron 


\ 798} 
Baron and the Order of. .., into which youT 
oodneſs has introduced me as a member. 

« Before I conclude, I muſt give you a proof 
how well I am beloved by ... . His nephew will 
ſoon be at Venice, and- will ſtay there for ſome 
time incog: this ke has told me in confidence. 
You will perhaps ſay in reply, that this is not of 
ſufficient conſequence to cauſe much exultation ; 
but I would obſerve, that it may become ſo, for 
. . . keeps it as a ſecret from every other perſon with- 
out exception, and without pretending to have 
any other intentions than thoſe which are laudable. 
made myſelf dear to the ſovereign by degrees, and 
have been obliged to write in his name ſeveral let- 
ters to the young Prince. 

I muſt expedite the bearer of this, who goes 
on buſineſs for my maſter, and without making 
his appearance, he will ſend this letter to you by 
a third perſon: I hope I ſhall ſoon be able to write 
you more fully. I conclude with thanks ſor your 
kindneſs; I do this in few, words, becauſe my 
heart is not able by any language to expreſs its 
gratitude, You may rely upon my fulfilling all 
your commands in the moſt punctual manner. I 
look with-anxiety for your ſatisfaction, which will 
increaſe my happineſs in the higheſt degree. In 
the mean time 


I remain, 
Your 


DEBTOR?” 


p. 8 I was obliged to open this letter again. It 
was forgotten by an unpardonable negligence 
of the meſſenger, who had for a long time carried 

K it 


( 194 +) 
ãt about in his portmanteau. When I wasinform« 

ed of this, I] could account for your long and tili 

then inexplicable ſilence. At this time I have 
ready a parcel of letters for you, which will inform 
you what this letter can but tell you in-aſmall-de- 
gree. All is going on according to your own 

wiſhes. As ſoon as you inform me where I may 
| ſend the parcel: of letters to, you ſhall receive 
them withaut delay. The fincerity which you 
will find in them, muſt-convince you-how much [ 
am diſpoſed towards him to whom I owe every 
thing. 

„The Prince of .. . has been ſame time at 

Venice; this information may be of the greateſt 

conſequence. All is tolerably quiet here, becauſe 
the. .. has been very much attacked: by his uſual 

.diforder.” 

„ the account that you were here, as well as 
the reſt of the information, gave me great pleaſure, 
for nothing ever occurred: but what I overcame 

without any difficulty. You was from that mo- 
ment the principal object of my attention, and that 
1 ſhould make you ſubſervient to my purpoſe, I 


deemed certain before I could poffibly know your 


character. The idea may ſeem, abſurd, but 1 
could not bring myſelf to think otherwiſe. My 
conjecture became ſo much the more ſtrengthened, 
when I beheld yon, and obſerved in your counte- 
nmance a pleaſing melancholy, which promiſed me 
the beſt effect, although your other qualities ſeem- 
ed in ſome meaſure to be in oppoſition to your 

appearance. . | 
Cc To make you entirely dependent upon me, 
was my firſt reſolution, being the ground work of 
my plan. Twas deſirous that they ſhould chooſe 
you King of.. This ſeemed to me certain, 
| becauſe 


4.5 3 

becauſe I learned during my ſtay in . , that 
there were many diſſatisfied and rebellious perſons 
in the nation, anxious to obtain a Tegent from the. 
| houſe of.. , who would reſtore them all their an- 
cient privileges. | 
„Prince, I feel how difficult it is to make a 
plan of mine appear taanother perſon clear and in- 
telligible.; let it ſuffice that I executed them with 
effect, and triumphed over ſeeming impoſſibili- 
ties. The ſucceſs of all my ſchemes, till the pe- 
riod when they arreſted me, and when I, as the 
maſter ſpring, was made inactive, vouch for the 
truth of my aſſertions“. 3 > 

% Now Prinee, recolle& the period when J 
made myſelf firſt known to you, from which. time 
| intend to trace your hiſtory minutely}. _ 

It was upon the terrace of Saint Mark where 
I followed you in the maſk of the Armenian, and 
announced to you the death of one of your relati- 
ons. I believed it to be the beſt method to act 
myſteriouſty, juftly canceiving, that under ſuch 
circumſtances you would retain a greater venera- 
tion for me, and be very defirous to procure a 
more intimate acquaintance with me.“ | 
eln this,” replied the Prince with ſorrow, 
* you did but too well ſucceed, for I had ſcarcely 
any deſire but that of fpeaking to you. How could 
it be otherwiſe, ſince your account agreed ſo per- 
fectly with the truth! That you knew my real 
name, I now no longer wonder; but that you 
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* Tomit what he has related here. The reader knows it 
Uready, from the intercepted ' hieroglyphical letters by Lord 
Seymour. The Armenian did not then know that their con- 
tents were already made public. PET, EE 

1 Imult beg of the reader to recollect all that happened to 
the Prince, as related in the foregoing Volumes. 


K 2 could 


= b < 


could announce the death of the hereditary -prinee, 

and the hour in which he expired, is ſtill an enig- 

ma to me, at leaſt I wiſh to have it unravelled, 
that I may no longer judge erroneouſly.” _ 

+ I have already told you,” ſaid the Armenian, 
ce that D... Was then in . . , under the name 
of. . , Preſident, and was in complete poſſeſſion 

of the favour of the. This perſon was a wil- 
ling tool in my hands. I ſeat him ſome poiſon, 
which he was to put in the drink of the hereditary 
Prince; and | was ſo well acquainted with its flow 
effect, that I could calculate the hour of his death 
very miautely. ” 
Finding that you lived very retired, it was 
neceſſary for me (in order to afford my ſpies an eaſy 
accefs to you) to involve you in the intoxicating 
pleaſures of diſſipation, for every thing that tended 
to promote ſerious conſideration was diſadvantage- 
ous to me,; with this view I diſcoyered your rank, 
and the natural .canſequence , was, that the am- 
baſſadors of the Senate received you with all poſſ- 
ble reſpeQ® ; you found that it was agreeable to 
What I previouſly informed you. This was done 
to give you a freſh proof how materially I was ac- 
quainted with all that concerned you, and to pre- 
vent any embarraſſment in the aſſembly to which 
they conducted you, I was preſent as a nobleman, 
and obſerved with pleaſure how deep the impreſſion 
which I had made was engraven upon your mind, 
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« To ſurprize, you with ſomething wonderful, : 
and to ſtrengthen the idea that I every where fol. 9 
lowed you inviſibly, IL. went the next evening (for * 
the purpoſe of obſerving. you) to the Terrace oil 

Saint Mark in an unknown maſk. I was not long 
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_; there 


cannot ſorget#®, 
purſuing. The hall in which you were brought. 
upon my command, was the rendes vous of the con- 
ſpirators, andthe beheading 'of the Venetian, who- 


nice. 


C 197 ) 


there when you appeared with Count O.., and 
was compelled by a ſhower of rain to enter a cof- 
ſce-houſe. 


The circumflance which happened there yo 
It made part of the plan I was 


belonged to our party, merely a piece of deception 


with a large puppet,.by which means Lrecommend- 


ed to you caution during your continuance at Ve- 
Knowing as you do, that what J have ex- 
Nained actually happened, it will not appear fin- 


gular to you, that I delivered your watch tas a ſign- 


that you might perhaps not come home ſo ſoon as. 
uſual) to one of your aitendants, L. took it from- 
your pocket in the tumult. +. 

And what was your intention by that? Per- 


haps nothing more than to raiſe yourſelf 1 in my eſti- 
mation?“ 


„ Partly ſo; for by that L* prevented FR en- 


quiring after you, and it convinced them that you 


were not, as ſome had ſuppoſed in the hands of the 
State Inquifition,. the diſeovery of which might: 
have had bad cenſequences. 

Il knew perfectly well that you were not ver 
deſirous to remain longer at Venice, in ſpite of 
what had happened to you; and on that account 
| contrived with the Preſident . . . that you ſhould 
receive a letter, in which your court ſuggeſted that 
they would be well pleaſed with your continuing 


at Venice. 4 


* Hence it was that you were enabled by large 


Temittances to make that ſplendid figure in "re eir- 


* Sce Vol, I. p. 13. + See Vol. I. -p. 20. 
1 Sce Vol. I. p. 21. 


cles 
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cles of gaiety which your ſituation required; and 
without this I was confident you would not have 
continued ſo long there. 

It was puſuant to my commands that the phy- 
ficien propoſed a journey for pleaſure upon the 
Brenta, after you were 1ecovered from a fever; 
and all that happened to you there was previouſly 
ordered by me, and was executed by a cunning 
fellow, whom you ſuſpected to be a Sicilian. He 
has given you an exact explanation of moſt parts; 
and [ will only inform you of that in which he 
dealt faifely with you, according to the character 
he was obliged to diſplay. 

«© The fcene which took place with the chil- 
dren*, 1 deſigned ſhould not only pleaſe your fan- 
cy, but elevate your ideas beyond the ſphere to 
Which they were at that moment confined. 

«© Then I was not miſtaken when! thought the 
Sicilian was concerned with you?“ 

« Certainly not. I now reflected what other 
means l ſhould uſe to accompliſh my plans; and 
wiſely conſidered, that the ſooner [ began the better. 

* In what manner the firſt appearance of the 
ghoſt was contrived you know already, and it could 
not have been difficult for you to have diſcovered 
it yourſelf, becauſe J meant it merely as an intro- 
duction, and for that purpoſe I choſe the Sicilian 
to act the part, who without doing me any mis- 
chief, could eaſily come forward as a deceiver, and 
whom] deſigned to aſſiſt me in the ſubſequent per- 
for mances. 

And you would have obtained your object, if 
the Sicilian had not related ſo much to me, which 
inevitably weakened the impreſſion, if it did not ex- 
tingurſh it _ ” 


See Vol. I. p. 24 
6 I know 


bleman, who was always preſent“ you have not- 


ceaſed friend; thus I was able to give the ghoſt ? 


ees were trifles, as by the ſmoke of olive wood and 


trap-door, which cloſed itſelf by a ſpring.” 


and the Sicilian himſelf rotted the ball upon the 
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ce know it, and he has ſuffered very ſeverely 

forit. On that account many ſchemes to ſupport” 

my plan became requiſite, which would not have 

been neceſſary, if a miſtruſt had not been excited 
inſt me.“ „ 

But the ſecond apparition,” replied the no- 


yet explained to us.“ 

« It was a very cunning perſon whom I had in- 
ſtructed in the buſineſs, and who had ſhrouded him- 
ſelf, in caſe of violence, with a ſtrong ſuit of ar- 
mour. As I had your fnuff box many times in my 
hands, I examined the portrait upon it very mi- 
nutely, and knew that it was a copy of your de- 


ſtrong likeneſs by means of a wax maſk which 
had manufactured myſelf. The other circumſtan- 


ſpirits of wine [ prevented your making any exact 
obſervations.” 

* But where did this man enter ſo ſuddenly ?? I. 
aſked him. p | 

«© Do you remember, that a eloud of ſmoke 
filled the whole apartment? It came from an open- 
ing in the boards; and theſe means were employ- 
ed to obſcure the figure as it aſcended through the 


And the appearance of the conſtables?” 
* Was contrived by me, that you might not 
ſuſpect that I was concerned with the Sicilian.” _ 
© The ball rolled flowly upon the altar,“ ſaid 
J, interrupting the Armenian. How was that?“ 
I had loaded the piſtols with powder only, 


* Oh God!” exclaimed the Prince, and tears 
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food in his eyes, © Was I then ſo near diſcover- 
ing the trick, and yet—" 

on ought to admire me fo much the more,” 
faid the Armenian, burſting out into a violent fit 
of laughter. js it not true, Prince, my inven- 
tion riſes far above my conception? It muſt be 
done by art, if you mean to catch a perſon after 
he has perceived the net.” 

*{ The remainder,” added Count O... * which 
the Armenian explained of that apparition, was 
nothing more than what the reader already knows 
from the Prince's conje&ure* ; and the more this 
was unravelied, the more his Corrane inercaſed, ſo 
that we ſcarcely were able to comfort him. 
© You ordered the Sicilian to be apprehend 
ed;” ſaid Lord Seymour, after a pauſe, turning 
the converſation upon another object. Did you 
not intend by that to Jet us have a converſation 
with him, that it might give us the key to his jug- 
gling tricks ? 

* Undoubtedly ; for as he explained to you the 
appearances faiſely (which lie you might have dif- 
covered by a little attention), I thought thoſe 
which | had to produce myſelf would be repreſent- 
ed to you ſo much the more plauſibly as wonders.” 

„And that was the very point in which you 
entircly miſſed your aim,” ſaid the Prince, < that 
was exactly the method to open my eyes.” 

„But for how long ?—Yes, Prince, I confeſs, 
that l did not expect that of you. It was ſome- 
thing uncommon, and I was not ſufficiently ac-. 
*quainted with you to be aware of this. Beſides, 
the Sicilan _ further than my orders extended. 

I perceive that. —And is it true, then, that the 
„ See Vol. I. p. 131. et ſeq. 
8 | whoſe 
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whole ſtory concerning Lorenzo del M.. te was ina 
vention*, 

Nothing elſe, I can aſſure you.” 

It was of no great uſe to you, for the Sicilian- 
gave a feebie account of the- ſtory of the ring; 
there the wretched deceiver was too much unmaſk+- 
ed,” ; 

And yet this was exactly agreeable to my 
plan.” f 

Hou 

<« have told you 1 that I did not know 
you well enough' and [ believed, that if a deceiver- 
of ſuch a kind, who was in connection with a muĩ- 
derer, impeached the character which I had played, 
If ſuch an one, [ ſay, ſhould give evidence againſt. 
me; it muſt make a ſtronger impreſſion upon you,.. 
as by every inducement herhad a tie to the con- 
trat 

i F But what could you imagine would follow-the- 
letting us know, that he made his eſcape, as by 
that our ſuſpicion muſt have been augmented?ꝰ“ 

That indeed happened without my knowledge; : 

I was under the-neceſiity: of being abſent for: ſeve- - 
ral days; they did not find out his <fcape in time, 
otherwiſe you would never-have heard of it.“ 

„What view. had you in cauſing the ſecond: 
apparition to ſay, that L ſhould experience it at 
Rome, and that I ought to look to myſelf?“ 

This was nothing more than an alluſion to- 
your future converſation-to the Roman Catholic 
Chureh, and to try whether you would: by ſuch. 
means be perſuaded to take a journey to Rome. 
If had perceived that you- were inolined to go- 
there, I ſhould have employed other means in or- 
der to diſſuade you from its From that alſo 1. 


* de e Vol, I. p. 95. 5 * dee Vol. I. P · 7 T9. 
could ; 
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could conclude, that you thought the ſecend ap- 
pearance of the ghoſt to be no deception, and this 
was a ſufficient inducement for me to proceed in 
operations. 
© T ſoon diſcovered you to be a ſooptic ; on that 
account, I was obliged to uſe other means by which 
1 might obtain my aim; and although this could 
not be done ſuddenly, I thought it would be effect- 
ed with certainty. 
(Through the contrivance of a certain prieſt, 
your fervant was drawn into my net, and I com- 
manded that he ſhould-even be ſurprized and taken 
up. 
Fu And this alſo happened through you? Oh 
God }——And what views had you in _— 
that?“ 
Many: but thoſe which concerned yon were 
not anſwered—(only in a ſubſequent period he be- 
came uſefut to me; but till I deſeribe that time, I 
will delay mentioning him) -I ſucceeded by his 
Joſs in bringing one of my moſt ſkilful oreatures 
into your fervice—the cunning Biondello. All 
that they told you of him, when you engaged him, 
was done merely to induce you to take him with- 
out hefitation. That it was to obtain your favour, 
the conſequences of this event have. ſhewn. As 
they had told you ſo many fine ſtories of his diſin- 
tereſted character and fidelity*, and that by the 
multitude of his affociates (whom he could make 
uſe of every moment,) he muſt become neceſfary/ 
for you, it was not to be wondered at that you 
made uneonditional uſe of him, and placed in him 
the 9 confidence. From him I became ac- 


O See Val. 4. 


quain ted 


* 


ted 


manner to lead. you into diſſtpation. They folicit-- 
ed your friendſhip, theꝝ ſeduced you, they led you . 
1nato the moſt agreeable companies and. endeavour- 
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quainted with every little project of yours, and 
when you thought 1.had no concern in your under 

takings, they were ſolely under my direction. 

© Without even my expecting it, there aroſèe 
another advantage, when you conceived the idea 
of explaining in a natural manner that which you 
believed at firſt to be a wonder, namely, the idea 
that the whole ſyſtem of religion, which you had 
imbibed in your infancy, might be founded on 
erroneous principles. I heard with great pleaſure 
from Biondello, that you already began to doubt 
its purity, which ſeemed to you till then too holy 
to admit of an attack. Whatever Biondello 
ſaid againſt the propoſition, I could fo clearly ſee + 
the beneficial. conſequences which + would” ariſe - 
from it, that I-employed every method te detach + 
you from your religion, and-if poſſible, io make 
it deteſtable to you, and to convert you into x free 
thinker. It was then that I hoped to find you a. 
perfect victim to my authority. It was by my con- 
trivance that your imaginary friends put into your 
hands all thoſe books vrhich ſeconded my intenti- 
on, and that yeu were afterwards introduced into 
the Bucentauro. And to prevent your again en- 
joy ing that tranquillity of mind which was fo muck. 
diſtinguiſhed in you, and which upon reflection 
might have returned, they ſought in every / poſſible- 


ed by every method to make your new- manner oß 
life as agreeable as poſſible. 155 
“ Do not think, Prince, that this was merely Apt 
accident, although it might appear ſo to you." So+ "Wil 
ed as ou now are, it can haue no other. Wh 
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than good conſequences upon your chriſtian heart, 
particularly if yon exerciſe this beloved virtue.— 
On that account I ance more remind you, that 
notwithſtanding your ſuperior qualities, of which 
you boaſted ſo highly, you would not have become 
the idol of every ſociety you went into, if it had 
not been partly becauſe you were a prince (a title 
which hides what would much disfigure others,) 
and principally becauſe I deſigned it to be ſo.— 
Know, Prince, for the many pleaſant hovrs which 
you have paſſed in this manner, you ſtill owe me 
your thanks, 

Now I endeavoured to get rid of yon Count 
O. . . It was effected by a letter to one of my 
brethren at the court of your ſovereign ; and your 
preſence there, you know yourſelf, became ſo ne- 
ceſſary, that you dared not ſtay longer here, tho? 
you were very much inclined to it.” 5 

* But I am ſuprized,“ replied I, “ that you 
did not take a ſhorter ſtep: you might have aſſaſſi- 
nated me by one of your banditti.” | 
„Do not think ſo highly of yourſelf, my dear 
Count !—You were too deſpicable for me to have 
you murdered ; and beſides, it might have become 
too evident to the Prince, and perhaps (for what 

will not ſuch trifles ſometimes produce: —__ 
have cauſed him io alter his opinion.” | 
If I was fa deſpic Wie to you, hence was It 
that you feared my preſence?ꝰ 
EI feared your preſence — We often avoid 
a little ' ſtone that lies in our road, or rather, 
we puſh it away with the foot, to walk mare com- 
modiouſly, not becauſe we fear to break our neck 
or leg by its being in the way. The hindran- 
ces which you could throw in my way, in reſpect 

to the Prince, were ſo trifling, ſo - But why do 

I defend 
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defend myſelf.— The wiſe man very often ſuf- 
feis himſelf bs be ſtung by a fly, when he has it in 
his power to chaſe it away. Yerl muſt be a lit- 
tle gallant to you, and for that reaſon | willingly 
will confeſs to you, that in compariſon with the 
other cavaliers of the Prince's houſchold, 1 had 
more to fear from you. than thoſe buzzing i inſects 
of the day. You ſee, Count, that I ſpeak plainly 
to you.” h 

Now TI will return to you, my moſt. gracious 
exalted maſter ! 

Till this period you had not made an appear- 
ance, which would in the end cauſe your circum» 
ſtances to be embarraſſed, and for which I wiſhed 
ſo heartily. I ſaw beforehand, that this could hap- 
pen in no other manner than by introducing you to 
a perfon with whom. you would be obliged to draw 
a parallel, and by that means aid the accompliſh- 
ment of my wiſnes. No one was better calculated 
for that purpoſe than the Prince of * and [ 
could eafily induce him to come hither by the 
aſſiſtance of the Order * and the Count P**#, 
who was much eſteemed at that court. That his 
preſence had the deſired effect upon your con- 


duct, you know without having it again re- 


peated. a 
„ That, you ſhould fo ſoon fall into the hands 


of uſurers, was natural; but anxious to prevent 


this taking place immediately, I contrived to throw 
a ſtranger in your way, and fo make you depen- 


dent upon him. This was (till then unknown to 
you) the Marquis Civitella. 
«© How!” exclaimed the Prince,“ did I not 
ſave him from the hands of the banditti? and— 
It was done by my expreſs N Prince,“ 
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the evening when you were carried home from 
the Bucentauro in a chair. Biondello had pur- 
poſely fixed upon that which he knew would ſoon 
break—and he conducted you wrong, in order to 
guide you unperceived to the ſpot where. Civitella 
and his banditti waited for yon. As ſoon as they 
heard your arrival, they began to make a noiſe, 
and I knew that you would be led to the. ſpot by 
your courage, and aſſiſt the perſon attacked. As 
foon as this happened, the banditti fled, they were 
employed by us for that purpoſe, and you —_— 
you had reſcued the Marquis.“ 
6 But his wounds,“ ſaid the Prince, “ were vi- 
fGible, and I myſelf was covered with blood.“ 
He had no wounds at all. At the dawn of 
morning, when the lamps were nearly extinguiſh-. 
ed. and in ſuch a fituation, it was very eaſy for 
him to deceive you by ſprinkling blood upon your 
celoaths. Copſider alſo, that it was Biondello him- 
ſelf, who for appearance ſake, .drefſed his wounds. 
Nabady from you even came to examine him.” 

6 But why did you uſe ſuch means to intro- 
duce to me the Marquis, as it would in any other 
manner have ſucceeded equally as well?“ 

“ Becauſe I wiſhed to have him cloſely aonnect- 
ed with you, which could not otherwiſe be done 
ſo well; for amongſt the many with whom you 
were ſurrounded, you paid little attention to indi- 
viduals; and beſides, it would have diſpleaſed you 
if he had offered to Tend you ſuch large fums of 
money, had you not fuppoſed that it was gratitude 
which induced him to do it. You was not aware, 
that your own-egotiſm attached you to the Mar- 
quis, and he, on that account, conducted you: 
every where, and his extraordinary fineſſe per- 
ſuaded you to many things which were agreeable 

to 


. 


r 


E- A 


bo 
- 
2 


6209 


to my intentiens, and ts the character which he 
was engaged to play. Biondello was no leſs ex- 
pert at his employment; and he choſe his apart- 
ment near the ſide of your fleeping-room. Now, 
therefore, conſider whether it was wonderful that 
the leaſt movement which: you made was com- 
municated to me, as you were always ſurround- 
ed by two of my tools, in whom you placed an 
unlimited confidence. The. other ſpies, who ſtill 
ſerved me, and who were found in every ſociety 
in which. you entered, I will not mention. TI only 
remind you of thefe cireumſtances,. that you may 
not be furpriſed when you find that the line of 
conduct which you thought an ad of your own, 
was directed ſolely by my will.“ 3 
„What I had forefeen and expected now hap- 


pened. You were entirely without money. Your 


letters of eredit were kept back by my contrivance; 


and, to make your embarraſſment ſtill more preſſ- 


ing, I contrived that you fhould borrow of an 
uſurer. The whirlpool of diffipation and ſhew,. 
which the ſtay of the Prince . .d. . had cauſed, 
had already fo engulphed you, that you could. not 
be ſufficiently maſter of your vanity to renounce 
it, otherwiſe than by leaving the place, which you 
knew would be ſuſpicious. This however was 
neceſfary, if you would efcape the abyſs which 
was yawning to receive you, and which was en- 


larged to an alarming extent. You was. accuſtom- 


ed to ſuch a proſpect. Fearing that all my former 
labours ſhould prove fruitleſs, I was obliged to de- 


viſe a ſcheme which would not only induce you to 
continue here, and gratify you in the mean time 
in the moſt agreeable manner, but which I could. 


alſo employ in the execution of my plans, 
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„ To anſwer this purpoſe, nothing appeared. 
to me ſo proper as love—and this ſo much the. 
more, becauſe ! knew perfectly well that this paſſi- 
on had never been rouſed within you, .and muſt 
That I might. 
proceed in the ſafeſt way, and not preſent to you. 
many ladies without effect, I was diſpoſed previcuſ- : 
ly to try your taſte. From ſeveral of the fineſt 
originals I had accurate copies taken, and com- 


miſſioned a painter of Florence to offer them io 
you for ſale. You know. how ſoon you decided 
for the Madona, and it was on that account un- 


neceſſary to make further trials with the other 
n 58 s. As I was confirmed by innumerable in- 
ſtances in the opinion, that fancy works the more. 
powerfully if the object is taken from. it, where- 
with it was copied, I contrived it ſo that you. 
ſhould not be able, to buy the picture; for the: 
painter: knew beforehand,. that it muſt not be left. 
with. you for the. higheſt price, becauſe it was al-- 
ready. my own property ; and, in order to deſtroy. 


your hopes of obtaining it, it was told you, .that. | 


a purchaſer had alrcady been found for it. 


„The copy had ſo powerfully. been wrought: 1 


upon your mind, that we naturally expected that. 
you would be much impreſſed by the original, if 
we could exhibit her to you with a proper combi 


nation of circumſtances which really happened af. 


terwards.“ 

„How !“ exclaimed the Prince, “was this alſo. 
your contrivance — That love, which nothing: 
elſe— 

58 Do not. put yourſelf out of temper, all ſhall. 
be immediately explained to you,—Do you not, 
remember that Civitella guided all your ſteps, and. 


made you enter the church, where you found your 
beloved. 


table, to plunge. 
muſt be aſcribed to ſome other cauſe than your ab- 
ſence of mind, that you loſt ſuch age ſums. 
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beloved goddeſs, who already waited with impa- 


tience your arrival? Was any thing more want-- 
ing than to leave to her the part ſhe was inſtructed 
to play, after you were already ſo much occupied 
with her picture? | 

And to be certain-that ſhe had made the wifhed 
impreſſion upon you, Civitella was obliged, in the 
concert he gave to you, to introduce the handſome 
lady who ſung, conceiving that a mel6dious arr 
ſung by an enchanting voice, makes a ſudden and 
ſometimes deep impreſſion. 
one in the whole company, who remained immov- 
able and regardleſs; This gave us a ſufficient 
ground to preſume, that the impreſſion you recetv- 
ed had not yet been effaced, In order, therefore, 
to make it deeper and more permanent, Biondello 
was to give you only a diſtant hint that ſhe might 
be found again, and on that account you did not 
ſee her on the wiſhed Sunday evening in church. 

Civitella at that period led you to the gaming- 
you ſtill deeper in debt; and it 


* This was the time to prejudice you againſt 
your court, D.. . was long: before convinced of 
your bad conduct by ſeveral: accounts which the 
Preſident . . . gave of you; it therefore only re- 
mained to infpre you with hatred againſt it. The 
hiſt attempt at this was by Biondello, who told 


you, that they employed ſpies to) watch you. Your- 


bad conſcience (let me for once uſe this expreſſion} 
ſuggeſted immediately that this could come from no 
other place than from . . ... There was nothing: 


more wanting than'to confirm this propoſed opinion 


within you, and Biondello if it were poſſible) 
gained by that means upor your confroence, He 
was 


You were the only 
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was a'ſd inſtructed in giving you a hint, te whom : 
you might attribute it, if the letters ſhould nat ar- 
Tive, which really happened, becaule I intercepted” 
the correſpondence.” 

% On that account,” replied the Prince, 1 
adviſcd Biondello not to impriſon thoſe negocia- 
tors.“ 

Oh! I now perceive more and more clearly, 
how ſhametully I was deceived by thoſe to whom [ 
gave my confidence, which had withdrawn from 
my truly worthy friends!“ 

The Armenian here darted upon the Prince ſuch - 
a: ſpiteful and contemptuous look, that he turned 
his eyes from him, and ſuppreſſed the tears which 
flowed down his cheeks. Yet the Armenian did 
not vent any invectives, to my great ſatisfaction, 
but left that part of the ſubject, and continued. 

«© You: begin to pity me, my gracious Prince. 
I determined to give you back your Greek Lady, 
fearful that the letter, which I had prepared for 
you by the Preſident . . of your court, might at- 
tack you too ſeverely, and then y ouwould have a8 
confolation left; and partly4that yon ſhould nat? | 
form: a determination to ſave Venice. What 
ſuſpected happened. As a- fortunate lover, and 
under the idea of obtaining from your ſiſter the 
accuſtomed ſupplies, you anfwered in an angry 
ſtile, and the true enmity was vented; eſpecially 
as-yQu- reccived a freſh letter, in which they laid 
much guilt te your charge, of which yau were to- 
tally ignorant at that time.“ 

„And how was it poſſible that the .. . could 
believe ſuch things of me?“ | 

% That was managed by the Preſident, who, 
in hopes of becoming a great man through me, 
adopted, 'out of gratitude, every method to fulfil 

my 
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my wiſhes. And this was very eaſy for him to do- 
I took care of the letters which he obtained; and 
thoſe which I contrived to get ſigned by your bo- 


fom friend Baron F... (as they would believe 
him, he always taking your part with great warmth) N 


produced the greateſt effect.“ 


„% Oh God!” exclaimed the Prince, “ had I 


but then only defended myſelf in a letter!” 

& And you believe, then, that a letter written 
in ſuch a ſtile as that was, would have been ſent 
away from hence? Before I had peruſed all your 
letters, no one could” be ſent away, and thoſe that 
arrived I always ſaw, previous to their being de- 
livered to you. In every caſe, I could without 
difficulty forge one, as I knew ſo well how to 
imitate all hand-writings, and you were always de- 

eived; and if you ſent one of your people as 


a a with a letter, there were many means 


to ſtiorten his journey. 


« Your: ſiſter had by an 1 learnt from 


. . . all' that was written to him, and I laboured 


to make you alſo quarrel with her, which happened 
of itſelf to»my great: ſatisfaction. Now you had 
no affectionate tie that could bind you to your re- 


lations, and your ſituation, was preciſely what F 
wiſhed it. | | 

In order to drive your deſpair to the higheſt 
piteh, and then to ſhew myſelf as your ſaviour, I 
was obliged to deprive you of all that which: you 
of alt that which you could now rely upon, your 
beloved lady and the Marquis. 

* That you might have a high idea of me, and 
to prepare for what would follow, I contrived that 
apparition. The facility with which you then aſ- 
eribed it to natural circumſtances, made me with 
reaſon conclude how neceſſary it was that the im- 
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preſſion of the following muſt become ſo much the 
itronger in proportion as you ſought to enfeeble it 
by an explanation of the former. 

6 ] ſhould myſelf think it almoſt ſuperfivous to - 
explain to you the apparition, did { not expe to 
have the. pleaſure of witneſſing and enjoying your * 
mortification, that you could nor one comprehend. 
it, although bleſt with ſuch deep diſcernment, or 


ſee through the ſimplicity of ſuch an experiment, 


«'Liſten-then attentively. Biondello, ſo heartily + 
beloved by you, to whom all your former friends + 
gave way, performed this. I hat you might not 
ſuſpe& him, and to gain time for the preparations, 
he pretended to be indiſpoſed. The book which 
they placed in your hands, kept you, according to 
my ex pectation, langer awake then was cuſtomary, 
ſo that you ſhould not think what appeared was the 
effect of a dream. The candles were provided 
with a kind of caps, that ſcarcely reached to halt” 
of the light, which would neceſſarily be extinguiſh-. 
ed after a ſhort interval. Bionde lſo, without your 
knowledge, brought back two others. The violent 
ſhock which the thunder made, cauſed the doors- 
aud windows, which were not quite ſhut, to fly 
open. The words that you heard were ſpoken by 
Biondello through a trumpet, the opening of which 
was hidden behind your writing-deſk. | 

* And now reeal to your mind that evening? 
which. vou ſpent | in Saint Benedetto, ſo merrity at 
the- bgginning of the ball, and the rightful ſcene . 
which afterwards cauſed you ſo much uneafineſs, 
It will not, I know, be very ſurpriſing to you, if I 
fay, that all you met there was my contrivance. 
You turned yourſclf in the dance round your 
neighbour, which was myſelf, Suddenly, and in 
ſuch a way that nobody could obſerve it, I _ 

4 title. 
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title hook in your dreſs, and a great part of it was 
-torn. You were obliged to leave the ball, and 
*Biondello conducted you to a room, in which the 
Marquis had been long waiting for your appear- 
ance. 
Terrible - And who was that lady near his 
ſide upon the ſoſa? I almoſt believe till that it 
was Thereſa, for—" 
It was not Thereſa, but a proſtitute that we 

© had engaged for the purpoſe.” 

„Aud the ſimilarity ?? 
Was a deception by a maſk anddreſs.” 
Oh! Why did I not inquire -into—your in- 
-fernal deceit :—I could have ſo eaſily diſcovered 
it, and then I ſhould have been ſaved!” 
Not at all. Only.a delay of -a.few days was 
all that you could gain by it, and you would have 
fallen again into another trap. But I knew how to 
eſtimate the degree of your paſſion, which would 
ariſe at ſuch a ſight, with ſufficient correctneſs to 
judge before-hand what would be your conduct in 
ſuch a ſituation. I was certain, that nothing would 
prevent you from haſtening towards the Marquis 
with the dagger which lay upon the table, and 
thus was J enabled even. the preceding night, to 
give you a warning concerning the murder, with- 
out your being able to hinder my premeditated i in- 
tentions. And ſuppoſing I ſhould have been miſ- 
taken, if by chance you had remembered thoſe 
words, and had been collected, what ſhould I have 
loſt by it? In that caſe it was not your beloved, 
and therefore you would have been ſatisfied, and 
the warning would have been a weight upon you, 
and Biondello would have made you attentive to 
it, becauſe you had found yourſelf in a ſituation in 
Which a murder is not a ſtrange phænemenon.“ 
«« But 
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t But how could you induce yonr creatures te 
undertake a thing at ſuch great peril ? How, if 1 
had murdered the Marquis?“ 

Care was taken to prevent that. The "ay 
ger which-Biondello laid upon the table When he 
| went behind you into the room, was the only in- 
ſtrument at hand with which you could have inju- 
red him. At the point a little button was fixed, 
and when you was ſtabbing the Marquis, the blade 
returned into its handle, and only came out again 
when you let it looſe; thus by the moſt violent 
blow it could not wound, although it deceived the 
mind. And is it not true that Civitella performed 
his character in a maſterly manner?“ 

„The blood which came from his - ſuppoſed 
wound iſſued from a bladder filled with a. red liquid 
which he had hidden in his boſom; and you, oh, 
great hero, were frightened ſo much by it, that 
though but a moment before you were all rage and 
revenge, you were-perſuaded by Biondello to run 
off with him, to which ſuggeſtion you yielded 
without the ſmalleſt reſiſtance. 

He accordingly conducted you firſt ' to the 

Convent of Franciſcans, and increaſed your fears 
by his deſeriptions of the purſuits of the banditti, 
in order that he might convey you from that place 
to the Convent .., in which there had been 
previouſly made the neceſſary Preparations. Thee 
you found your beloved.” _ 

Then it was herſelf ?? 

She herſelf.” | 

And how can this be poſſible?— l ſaw her die, 
and F.. ſaw her difſeQed, and you reſtored her 


to me afterwards alive again 1—Since I was induced 


to believe in 8 power of miracles, 1 ſee it in 
many contra mo” 


1 
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Le. You beexme yourſelf the cauſe of the con- 
tradition. You were an eye-witneſs of all, and 
yet you will not truſt your own experience es, 
it was your beloved, whom you faw ill and dying, 
vet this was nottiing but deception.” 
Is is poſſible — That a deception.” 
© Deception,” 
* And I ſaw.her pale lips, her fallen lad 
her languid eyes. No, that muſt be real.” 
„Prince, when ſhall I make you underſtand? 
. —Hark,. how my chains rattle How could-I 
raiſe her: 2gain, if her death had not been a decep- 
Aion? or if Iwere able to do ſo, ſhonld I ſit here? 
At any other time ſuch an error would have given 
me pleaſure; but now it is my intention to deft 
every. bloſſom, whichat a future period might give 
you happineſs even at the hazard of my on de- 
ſtruction. No, Prince, reconcile yourſelf to the 
fact, that the- goddeſs whom you paſſionately ado- 
red, was aſſiſting to-deceive-you; and never, even 
in your dreams, muſt ſhe hereafter appear to you, 
. otherwiſe than a deteſtable being, that like a beau- 
tiful ſerpent would fling the perſon who careſſed 
it. She. never loved. you. Ordo you think ſtifl 
that it was another perſon, who really was ill and 
then died, and had only borrowed the likeneſs of 
your beloved? If you think-it is a fact, I would 
have you conſider, that no perfon in che laſt hours 
of his life ever had ſuch preſence of mind as to be 
able to play ſo viſibly the character of another per- 
ſon; and if it ſhould have been ſo, what profit 
could have enſued from it, when ſhe bad only ap- 
plied the fatal Hour of diſſolution to aid a deception? 
Was net even the converfation, which you had 
with her, of ſuch a nature that it was almoſt im- 
; poſſible to miffake another perſon for her? Fe 
8 5 Les, 
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t But how could you induce your creatures te 

undertake a thing at ſuch great peril? How, if I 
Had murdered the Marquis?“ 

Care was taken to prevent that. The he 


ger which-Biondello laid upon the table When he 
went behind you into the room, was the only in- 
ſtrument at hand with which you could have inju- 
red him. At the point a little button was fixed, 
and when you was ſtabbing the Marquis, the blade 
returned into its handle, and only came out again 
when you let it looſe ; thus by the moſt vialent 
blow it could not wound, although it. deceived the 
mind. And is it not true that Civitella performed 
his character in a maſterly manner?“ 
«© The blood which came from his - ſuppoſed 
wound iſſued from a bladder filled with-a-red liquid 
which he had hidden in his boſom; and you, oh, 
great hero, were frightened ſo much by it, that 
though but a moment before you were all rage and 
revenge, you were perſuaded by Biondello to run 
off with him, to which luggetion you yielded 
without the ſmalleſt reſiſtance. 
He accordingly conduQed you firſt to the 
Convent of Franciſcans, and increaſed your fears 
by his deſeriptions of the purſuits of the banditti, 
in order that he might eon vey you from that place 
to the Convent ., in which there had been 
previouſly made the neceſſary Preparations. There 
you found your beloved.“ 
Then it was herſelf ?? 
« She herſelf.” 
And how can this be poſſible ?—I ſaw her die, 
and F. .. ſaw her difſeQed, and you reſtored her 
to me afterwards alive again 1—Since I was induced 
to believe in your power of miracles, I ſee it in 
many Cantraddiom. 285 
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' - <6: You beexme yourſelf the cauſe of ai 


tradition. You were an eye-witneſs of all, and 


yet you will not truft your own experience ves, 


it was your beloved, whom yeu faw ill and dy ing. 
yet this was nothing but deception,” 


Is is poſſible — That a deception.” 
„ Deception.” 


% And I ſaw her pale lips, her fallen cheeks, 


her languid eyes. No, that muſt be real.“ 


„Prince, when ſhall I make you underſtand ? 


Fark, how: my chains rattle How could-I 


. Falſe her ægain, if her death had not been a decep- 


Aion? or if I were able to do ſo, ſhonld I ſit here? 
At any other time ſuch an error would have given 


me pleaſure; but now it is my intention to deft 
every bloſſom, whictrat a future period might give 
. you happineſs even at the hazard of my own de- 
ſtruction. No, Prince, reconcile yourſelf to the 
fact, that the- goddeſs whom you paſſionately ade- 
red, was aſſiſting to-decetve-you; and never, even 
in your dreams, muſt ſhe hereafter appear to you, 
. otherwiſe than a deteſtable being, that like a beau- 
tiful ſerpent would fling the perſon Who careſſed 
it. She never loved you. Ordo you "think: ft 
that it was another perſon, who really was ill and 
then died, and had only borrowed the likeneſs of 
your beloved? If you think/it is a fact, I would 
have you-confider, that no perfon in the laſt hours 
of his. life ever had fueh preſence of mind as to be 
able to play ſo viſibly the character of another per- 
ſon; and if it ſhould have been ſo, what profit 
could have enſued from it, when he had only ap- 
plied che fatal hour of diſſolution to aid a deception? 
Was net even the converfation, which you had 
with her, of ſuch a nature that it was almoſt im- 
poſſible to miſfake another perſon for her ?” 1 
| s 5 Les, 
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< Ves, it is but too true. But why do you not 
wnravel my doubts rather than augment them?“ 

* Hal—Could I but.augment them—Her hag- 
gard checks, her pale lips, her hollow eyes, were 
nothing but—very ſtrong painting, her fee- 
bleneſs nothing but diſguiſe. Do you not remem- 
ber, that ſhe pretended the light was inſupportable 
to her, and'that ſhe ſought to keep it always at a 
diſtance? How.eaſy it was then to deceive you, 
eſpecially as you were not a cool ſpeQtator, but 


felt every pain which the ſick perſon ſuffered. Con- 


ſider moreover the ſituation of your mind when 
you came to the convent.” 
Is it ſo, Prince? Oh that your feelings may 


not already be fo blunted as to reſiſt this attack! 


Oh that I were able to give a thouſand-fold pangs 
that could pierce you to the very heart. Her 
death was nothing but an artificial ſwoon, at the 
beginning of which they contrived to have you 
abſent, that you might not diſcover the truth.“ 

« But-the diſſection?“ 

& Took place on another perſon, whom [I had, 
merely for that purpoſe, ſuffered to be poiſened. 
And to deceive your Baron F..., a maſk of wax 
would have been ſufficient, but her face remained 
covered for the greateſt part of the diſſection. 

* Now 1 thought it time to introduce you again 
to -public notice, to ſhew myſelf to you as your 
friend. That could not happen in a common 
manner; on that account the apparition® appear- 
ed to you, which was eaſily effected, becauſe in 
_ abſence every thing had been prepared for 

The top of your bed was faſtened to the ceil- 
by nd this could be moved at pleaſure, The 


.* See the foregoing volume. p 
| Genius 
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Genius which preſented himſelf before you was the 


image of a picture, which a magic-lanthorn threw 
upon the furniture of your bed, which was allo 
prepared for that -purpoſe.” 

_ © He ſeemed to lean down upon me.” 

At ſeemed io be ſe, becauſe it ſhewed ſelf 
firſt in miniature, and then by a -cembination of 
mirrors, convex glaſſes, and other optical inſtru- 
ments, it became larger 'and larger. The words 
which you heard were ſpoken by a child {who had 
learnt them by heart) through a tube, which ter- 
minated in one of the bed-poſts, and 1 myſelf let 
fall a letter through an opening over you.” 

6 And the muſic?—l never before heard any 
thing ſimilar: it was divine, and the harmony fo 
charming, that I could not compare it with ſounce 
produced from an inſtrument.” 

* They were cylindrical glaſſes, which were 
turned between wetted leathers,* and they were 
accompanied by a little organ-with ſilver pipes, and 
a lute. The object of that was, in caſe you was 


/ 


aſleep, to wake you, and to prepare you for the 


enſuing ſcene.” 

And why was I not to open the letter before 
day-break ?” 

I was willing ta try the ſtren. th of the belief 
which you would have in the whole appearance. 
If you had opened the letter ſooner, you would 
have found nothing in it. but blank paper, for the 
writing in it was written with ſympathetic ink, 
which could only be viſtble at a certain time, as 
you will have obſerved by the direQtion. I alſo 


* I have wondered very much to find here a kind of bar- 
monica: a proof that the firſt i RARELY is not ſo new as is by 
Tome perſons i nagined. 5 6 

ü EDITOR, 


L | ſhould 
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ie you for that diſobedience by 


an 5 which in that caſe was already pre- 

re N J 

That all in the letter relative to the Marquis 
was merely a deception, is now comprehenſible z 
for it is eaſy to imagine, that he could immediately 
recover, as he was not in reality wounded, But 
how could the watchman be deceived? or were 
they creatures of yours?“ 

< No; they were not. Do you think that I 
ſhould have diſcloſed ſuch things to-them. I ap- 
peared to the Marquis in the deſcribed form, and 
the watch by my command had taken a ſleeping 
draught which affected them at the very moment: 
that 1 could do this without thoſe people receiv- 
ing harm from it, I have already told you.“ 

«© But did the impreſſion which your apparition 
made upon the watch, become doubly ſtrong when 
they awoke, and could ſee all that happened ?” 

„ ſhall prove the contrary, becauſe their fancy 
preſented to them more than they could in reality 
have obſerved. t 

* But might not one of them have had the 
thought to inquire into the buſineſs *? 

ef ſo, nothing would have been loſt. When 
you had formed the reſolution to leave the con- 
vent, and had given your command to Biondello, 
from which I concluded, that you ſtill doubted the 
truth of the matter, 1 commanded that thoſe words 
“% conquer your diſbelief, ” ſhould be once more 
repeated to you, in order to confirm the idea that 
you were always ſurrounded by inviſible powers, 
that attended to your words and actions. 

4 Of the conduct which Civitella manifeſted 
towards you, | ſay nothing. You know the iſſue 


ol it, that in ſpite. of the oreceding event which 


* 


4 219 


happened, he obtained the former place of friend- 
ſhip in your heart,” | 
&« | muſt interrupt you here. I recollect a cir- 
cumſtance which you have not explained to me. 
Who was it that told me in the note, that I ſhould 
go to a certain place, where I was attacked, but 
defended and reſcued by the courage of a friend, 
who became afterwards my chamberlain. Yet I 
will not inquire further into the buſineſs: it was 
probably one of your plans.” 


2 % No, it was not: but both Biondello and my- 
a ſelf ſought to make it ſubſervient to our withes, 
5 and by bringing it forward as a ſcheme of your 
- court to make you more inveterate againſt it. It 
_ happened during my abſence, and I could not diſ- 
cover who had aſſiſted me in ſo favourable a man- 

_ ner. You ſee that I am ſincere.* | 

0 That the multitude of unpleaſant incidents, 
| united with the apparitions, muſt have made a 
oy ſtrong impreſſion upon your mind was very natural, 
| 


but that it ſhould induce you to harbour a di guſt 
| | for the world, was not what expected, according 
he to your former manner of thinking. 1 ſuppoſed 
that you would fing p-nitential pſalms, to bewail 


en your former diſbelief, and be thankful for the laſh 
on- of correction, which had brought you to the right 
lo, path, I was much miſtaken, for you were occupied 
the with nothing elfe than the idea of loſt happineſs, 
3 This induced you to think of committing ſuicide, 


Y as was proved by your ſoliloquies, which Biondello 
70 overheard through a crevice in your chamber-door, 


e for no word could eſeape us.” 

| * You have then been in my palace?“ 

eſted | De 

iſſue * See the foregoing volume. This was the contrivance of 
; hich Lord Seymour, When Johnſon ſaved him, and to enter as 
>ned, chamberlain into the Prince's ſervice, 
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4e Very often.“ 

& And did I never ſee you?” 

% You did not know me. The old man, who 
viſited Biondello as his. couſin, was myſelf *.“ 

„% Wonderful! However, -proceed, 

“ Such ideas, I conceived, ought to be rooted 
from your mind, and that you ſnhould imbibe thoſe 
which I found would be more neceſſary. The 
metamorphoſis - of the ribband was the begin- 
ning *.” | | 

% And how did that happen?“ 

% Nothing was cafier. Biondello had a falſe 
key to your bureau, and had coloured the ribband 


| beforehand with a ſympathetreal liquid, which be- 


came viſtble in open air only, and diſappeared 
again in a ſhort ſpace of time; he had obſerved, 
that you frequently took it out of the bureau, and 
this induced him to prepare it in that manner dur- 
ing your abſence. 'The.cloſe of the ſcene was 
conducted by Biondello and the MarquisF, of which 
J hope nothing will be incomprehenſible to you, 
as they only played their ſtudied-performances, and 
the ring which confirmed your opinion, I eaſily 
procured. | 

6 You will ſtill remember, that Civitella con- 
ducted you into many ſocieties merely for the 
purpoſe of leading you into diſſipation ; in conſe- 
quence of which, all thoſe ſentiments were diſ- 
carded which had been formerly your ambition. 
From perceiving that -you had entirely abandoned 
them, I could eaſily draw a concluſion as to the 
ſituation of your mind, and that no new doubts 


might be thrown into your way, I contrived that 


* gee the foregoing volume. 
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the Bucentauro ſhould be diſperſed, becauſe it 
would have appeared ſuſpicious if the members of 
it had ſuddenly altered their opinions: and this' 
was done in ſuch a manner, that it might not de- 
ſtroy all that I had fo carefully conſtrucłed; for the 
character of your diſpoſition was ſo doubtful, that 
every object which offered itſelf could not fail to 
make a ſtrong impreſſion upon it, and produce 
great changes, which in a tranquil and reflecting 
mind would not have been poſſible. | 
That appeared to me the beft time to make 
you a proſelyte. We could obſerve, by every oc- 
eurrence, - how: willingly you would ſubmit to an 
opinion from which you could aſſure yourſelf for- 
giveneſs of your fins, although the prieſt often 
laughs in his ſleeve at the idea; and yet does not 
chuſe to expoſe its falſehood, becauſe he would not 


injure his trade, which is ſo lucrative, and ſo well 


fitted for him, on account of the clandeſtine en- 
joy ments which are attached to it. J could nor 
introduce to you fof that purpoſe a common per- 
fon: it muſt be one whoſe fame of ſanctity was 
not merely bombaſt, the luſtre of which diſappears: 
in a clear light. I therefore choſe the Biſhop.” 

Was he alſo in league with you?” 

„No; his folly was increaſed to ſuch a high 
pitch, . that he ſacrificed himſelf for others with the 
greateſt-pleaſure.” : 

* And you could perſuade him to preach that 
ſermon ?” 

Does that ſeem ſingular to you? Men, 


whoſe heads are full of chimeras, are to be found: 


almoſt every where; and ſuch are eaſily to be per- 
ſuaded to any undertaking; if it has but the leaſt 
appearance of encouraging their favourite idea. 
And this was a-clear caſe, I told him with great 


afſfliction 
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affliction you were a loſt ſheep from the flock, and 


tears immediately ſtarted from his eyes. I dared 


do nothing more than make him believe that a ſer- 
mon might perhaps bring you back. It would 
have been a great ſcruple of conſcience with him 
not to comply with my requeſt. 

he Biſhop told me afterwards, that you had 
acquainted him with the incidents of my life, and 
that you had begged of him to ney that ſer mon. 


Was this alſo your deſire?“ 


„ Undonbiedily, and for that very reaſon J ap- 
peared before him in the ſame dreſs in which I had 
done to you, that you might know my perſon by 
the deſcription he gave you. I was aware, that as 
ſoon as you, learned this came from me, it would 
make a ſtrong impreſſion upon * your mind, and 
augment my credit with you.” 

« But what if J had not gone to church?“ 

“J beg your attention to the iſſue; that you 


may learn how. it happened, In that caſe I relied 


entirely on the Marquis and your own ſituation. 
He, whoſe lips always overflowed with taunts and 
ics againſt the admirers of religion, was at the 
ſame time with you a penitent. It was no wonder 
then that he ſhould know that you had a deſire to 
vift'the/ehurch. - You ſeemed unwilling to take 
that ſtep alone: he offered you his hand, and you 
were then ſo much the more ready, becauſe you 
had known him before to be the greateſt free- 
thinker, and now heard him praiſe the Biſhop; 
and if, againſt all our expeCtation, you ſhould have 
refuſct to go, you know me, that I never was at a 
loſs for methods to guide you. 

% Dig you imagine that [ ſhould: perhaps encou- 
rage the idea, that the Biſhop was acquainted with 
you, when. the Marquis perſuaded me to go to the 
church with him!“ | 

6 Not 


( 223 ) 

“ Not only had I ſeen this before-tiand; but I 
even reckoned upon it; and if you had not fallen 
yourſelf upon that thought, the Marquis knew how 
to guide you to it. Have you already forgotten 
how much I won afterwards upon you, when the 
death of the Marquis ſeemed to confirm the truth 
of what he had told you of me, and— 

* And did all thes happen by contrivance? The 
fever of the Marquis, his violent paroxyſim, his 
death: Were theſe mere deception *” 

Nothing more. As far as 1 ws the Mar- 
quis is yet alive.“ | 

© Oh: God!—Proceed, that I may empty my 
cup of confuſion to the dregs.” 

That you ſhall, Prince, to the laſt drap. Do 
not fear'that I leave off in order to deprive myſelf 
by ſo doing of the laſt happineſs which I can be 
capable of enjoying. That the idea of what the 


Marquis could tell you from me, might have fill 


greater effect upon you, and in order to leave it to 


your own imagination, what would you think of 


my miracles (though his relation alone muſt have 
already appeared to you incredible), I interrupted 


him by my appearance. This procured me in the 


mean time, the advantage of giving you new 
proof of my power and omniprefence. I came out 
from a thin tapeſtry, and that you might not ap- 
proach me, and obſtruct the ſecond part of the mi- 
racle, the Marquis held you faſt by your; Nad, A 
till I had locked the room- door behind me.” 1 
* But I followed you immediately, and copied 
nat diſcover you. Where did 8 hide ee ſo 
ſuddenly eo 70 
* was the ſame monk who met 8 upon. the 
Rair-caſe. My dreſs was ſo contrived, that I could 
change it unmediatoly.;: ; and a WAXEn 1 maſk, ſeve- 


ra: | 


ral of which I carried with me, rendered it impoſ- 
fible that you ſhould know. me by my face. The 
Cardinal, who was. prefent during my , metamor- 
phoſis, was in the plot, and came on that account 
down the ſtair-caſe to ſhew you that I could have 
no where eſcaped without being obſerved, and 
therefore muſt neceſſarily have diſappeared. You | 
evinced by your conduRt, that you wiſhed to know 
me more diftinQtly. And thought that the beſt 
opportunity to tell you by a ſpeaking trumpet, 
which was applied as before, that your obedience 
only would make you worthy of that knowledge: 
and to my fatisfaftion your countenance ſkewed 
that I might expect it from you.“ 
e thought it proper for me to ſhew myſelf 
| once more as your faviour, before I came forward 
| with my demande. On that account I ſet all your 
. creditors upon you, in order to put you in the 
greateſt trouble, for I well knew that you had no- 
body at that time who would intereſt himſelf for 
you, and endeavour to appeaſe the noiſy claimants. 
On that aecount L appeared as a pay-mafter, com- 
manded to deliver you new ſumsof money. 

«©: The period when the Biſhop eould be uſeful 
to me was now over, and | found it neceffary to 
put him out of the way, that he might not be 
| Rurtful to me. He had made you an admirer of 
religion. Others were now neceſſary to occupy 
his place, that a ſoheme might be raifed upon a 
new foundation, as it agreed with my previous 
plans. On that account Sebaſtiano had ſought to 
acquire the oonfidenoe of the Biſhop, that he might 
be able to get yours.” 

Lou have not told me yet who the Biſhop 
was. That he was not the pron which the 


* see the foregoing 1 2 8 
| writing 
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writing that Sebaſtiano delivered to me after his 
death, had repreſented * him, I. ſee now but too 
clearly. | | 

«© But very little was known about him, his- 
hiſtory remained a profound ſecret ; the only thing 
diſcovered was, that Germany was his birth-place, - 
and this merely was betrayed by his great partia- 


ity to that nation. You once told the Marquis a 


fimily-ſecret ; this and other favourable circum- 


ſtances induced me to compoſe that hiſtöry which 


Sebaſtiano delivered to you. The charaQer of the 
Biſhop was too dear to you to entertain any doubt 
as to its being. a genuine ſtory, - My object was 
gained. Your hatred againſt'. . . roſe to the higheſt 
pitch, when you ſaw-that ſo many deeds of murder 
were upon that ſide. Tou thought: it was 
who had taken from you your beloved and the 
Biſhop, and even aimed at your own life (as the 
ſudden appearance of your loſt ſervant proved to 
you) and your confidence increaſed towards Se- 
baſtiano. | 

But why did you ſeek to make the innocent 
Baron F... ſo ſuſpicious and deteſtable to me, that 
I conſented to his killing him? Could you not ob- 
tain your aim otherwiſe than by laying this crime 
upon my ſoul*#?P” | 


* I ſaw the letters which were fabricated in the name of 
Baron F.., and myſelf, and which were delivered to the 
Prince to ſtimulate him to ſuch a deed. Never did I fee © 
haud-writings ſo*artfally- and accurately: imitated. I h 
have acknowledged all the letters whieh were forged umler my 
name to have been my own writing, had I not ſeen*the-whole - 
of their contents. This may ſerve as a new requeſt to my 
readers for their compaſſion towards the-unbappy Prinee. _ 

| Nute of Count O . 
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% F... was now a hindrance to me. Who 
could fay, that if an opportunity offered, he might 
not make his friendſhip again valuable? And 
would not your new friends ftand upon the ruins 
of your old ones ſo much the ſurer? The future 
party which I premeditated for you would have 
required many other aſſaſſinations; and could I 
not hope with certainty, that the abſolution for 
your fins (an eaſy taſk for a perſon to perform in 
the Popiſh church) muſt be ſo much the more de- 
ſitable to you, the greater burden you had upon 
your conference 2? — | 

% You have not yet explained to me the event 
that happened to my ſervant.—Was he alſo a crea- 
ture of yours?“ | 

No; he was too ſtupid.” 

'* And yet how does that agree with what you 
told me? You ſaid, you made him a priſoner, 
and at the ſame time a. . . officer was about to hire 
him to aſſaſſinate me.” | 
Lou ovght to admire my foreſight. I cauſed 
your ſervant to be taken up, in order to extract 
fome information from him ; but principally to 
accommodate you with a new ſervant. To pre- 
vent any ſuſpicion of that procceding falling upon 
me, I examined him myſelf in an A....an uniform. 
The daikneſs and my art deceived him, and he 
very eaſily miſtook me for the colonel, and my 
companions for officers; beſides, we left it to his 
own choice, to think of us as he pleaſed. Fim- 
priſoned him ſo long as I wanted him. He was 
eaſily induced to believe that no banditti could kill 
you, and I had entirely accompliſhed my end with 
him. Your hatred towards your court, and the 

133 4 | confidence 
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onfidence you placed in me, who could warn you: . 


of approaching danger, inoreaſed very much.” 
And you who always panted after blogd—T 


do not comprehend why -you did not make uſe of 


that opportunity to your profit, but rather pre vent- 
ed me in that letter from taking any revenge.“ 

„It was not yet time. I ſtopt the current, 
that it might burſt forth with greater violence. 
And did I not give you by that a new proof of my 
whole manner of thinking? And could Þ well miſs 
having diſcloſed to you afterwards the whole bu- 
fineſs from a quarter where you even ſeemed to- 
lend your arm to affiſt the Deity. in puniſhing the; 
crimes of others?“ 

Sebaſtiano, and his brethren of the clergy, had: 
already done ſo much, that IL hoped you would be 
entirely ready for an apoſtacy; and if this: was not 
the caſe, then we were ready to expect, that as E 
made you ſocager to obtain a near acquaintanee with 
me, you would take that ſtep with pleaſure, in order 


to become worthy of me, as you were more firmly 


convinced that your whole fate depended upon my 
deſtination.” 

«© Before you proceed further, I would aſk. you, 
if it happened alſo with your conſent, that Bion- 
dello adviſed me to fly, as my creditors talked of 
arreſting me? 

« As certainly as that he dared not undertake 
any thing againſt my will.“ 

cc And if T had followed his advice?“ 

% knew you better, and I only wanted to- 
learn by the contrivance, if you had ſtill a private 
reſofirce to relieve you from: embarraſſments,, 
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whieh I ſhould have been-obliged to prevent, as 1 
intended to ſave you excluſively. In caſe you liſten- 
ed to Biondello's advice, I was prepared, ſo that I 
had nothing to ſear from a flight of that kind,” 


IN CONTINUATION... 


Here we were interrupted. 
From the beginning of the relation, the Arme- 
nian had often made great pauſes, and affeQed to 
feel ſo feeble, that he was unable to ſpeak long to- 
gether. It was very viſrble, that he ſought no- 
thing-elſe by that, than merely to gain time; we 
were notwithſtanding induced to comply with his re- 
queſt, becauſe we wiſhed very much to hear from 
him the ſequel of the hiſtory. We endeavoured to 
gain permiſſion that a phyſician might viſit him, 
and that he might be lightly fettered, though we 
perceived 


( ag 3 

pereeived, in ſpite of all his diſſimulation, that 
this was quite unneceſſary; and the rigorous In 
quiſitors were the more eaſily perſuaded to do it, 
becauſe they {til hoped to diſcover by that means 
the names of the other conſpirators, as every other 
method to effect ſuch a confeſſion had failed. This 
appeared to me the proper place to mention this 
circumſtance, and on that account J ſaid nothing 
of it before hand. 

As thoſe circumſtances made it abſolutely neceſ- 
fary for us to viſit the Armenian in his own room, . 
| when we were there one evening, the ja4lor open- 
ed the door, and the phyfician came in. He came 
often when we were preſent, but we did not attend 
to him; however, his timidity was frequently ſo 
viſible, that it did not eſcape us. After ſome in- 

uiries about his patient, he drew out a phial, and 

reſented it to him. His anxiety was very great, 
and the ſignificant looks which in the mean time 
he threw at the Armenian, made us preſume, that 
it contained poiſon, to liberate him from his de- 
ſerved puniſhment, which one of his conſpirators 
had perhaps ſent to him. Johnſon daſhed the glaſs. 
from his hands, before one of us could take that 
reſolution. The ſwoon of the bearer convinced. 
us, that we had not deceived ourſelves, and the 
ſavage countenance of the Armenian, as he gnaſh-. 
ed his teeth, ſhewed that he had well underſtood. 
the hints of the phyſician. 

The phyſician recovered very ſoon, and entreat- 
ed us, in the moſt humble manner, not to ruin 
bim, and to keep the matter a ſecret. We pro- 
miſed it, upon condition that he ſhould diſcover 
to us every thing. This he did, and we perceived 


elearly by his ſinoerity and. whole conduct, that 
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it was the firſt time that they had made uſe of him 
for ſuch a buſineſs. 

We found that che-ohind really contained ſome 
phyſic (and this we could have perceived ourſelves, 
as all was immediately ſtrictly enquired into before 
it was brought to the Armenian), but inſtead of the 
label, which according to the cuſtom of apotheca- 


ries, is tied round the neck of the bottle, we found 


a note to the Armenian. An- unknown perſon 
had promiſed the phyſician a great ſum of money 


> for its delivery, half of which he had- already ob- 


tained, and the otter half he was to receive after- 
wirds: - if every thing ſucceeded well; and in caſe 
he ſhould refuſe, he had been threatened with 
death. His confuſton at his entrance aroſe from 
ſeeing us, becauſe he did not expect us there at 
ſuch an unſeaſonable hour. I looked at the note 
very attentively, but, except the common direc- 
tion, I could not make out one word of it. The 
Doctor told us, that the writing would only become 
legible when we wetted it, and that he was going 
to make that known to the Armenian. We did 
ſo, and to our aſtoniſhment found the following 
contents, written in a hand lo ſmall, that it Was 
nel legible. 


& After a thouſand fruitlefs wal to con- 
4e vey a letter to your hands, this will, we 
think, ſucceed ; although neceſſity forces 
© ww make ofe of a man as bearer, who 
« 1s not fit for ſuch a taſk. 


* 


&© Know that you, and we all; 3 
been terribly deceived; the Poliſh Jew 
- © to whom you truſted ſo much, was 
«© Count O. . himſelf, whom we have 
6 not yet been able properly to reward for 

= it, 


8 
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cit. He has delivered your letters to the 
& Inquiſition, and many others are im- 
„ prifoned.. | 

©: That we have ſtill courage, although 
« many of us are impriſoned, and that we- 
« til hope to ſave you, this attempt may 
cc ben a proof. If: we ſucceed, then we 
4c ſhall likewiſe be able to liberate: the: 
4 others, or at leaſt revenge their death 
te under your direction. Deſpair- braves 
« every thing. A life like ours, in which 


4 we are in perpetual alfxiety leſt one of 


« the priſoners ſhould be a coward, and + 
« betray us alſo, is- become abſolutely in- 
4c tolcrable; our blood is alſo in a fermen- 
* tation, that cannot be appeaſed. till“ all 
c means are exhauſted. 

„We leave it to your ptudence tor in- 
«© vent a pretext, by which you may con- 
« triue, either this or to- morrow night, 
* to be conduQed for examination to ano- 
4 ther place. Leave the reſt to us. Your - 
guards may be as many as they will, 
you are ours, and free. If this ſhould 
* not ſuccced, we ſhall revenge ourſelves, 
in ſpite of all. "They keep ſecret our 
*-names, as; they have done till now. 


«© THE CONSPIRATORs.” ' 
I'was fo imprudent, as te read this very loud to 


the Prince: The Armenian;;whohad laimtill now, 
in a kind of ftepor, which (as I could now per- 


ceive) was nothing bat attention, jumped up in a 


rage from his bed; daſhed himſelf, before we could 
prevent him,. ſo/ viqlently againſt the large iron 
N lock 
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jock on the door, that the blood guſhed from his 


head, and he ſunk down on the floor. He reco- 

vered again, and vented ſuch a profuſion of curſes 

and imprecations as I never heard uttered by a 

mortal; his lips became blue and covered by a 

yellow froth. It woul: diſgrace this paper to write 

down his expreſſions, and they would excite in tte 

reader's breaft the moſt horrid ſenſations. It was 

very evident that he muſt have ſtill expe&ed much 

; from the narration to the Prince, and from tlie 

4 letter delivered to me, in order to procure his eſ- 

> cape; and now all was entirely loft to him, and 
every way for his flight barricadoed. 

Dreadful bryond all deſcripiion was his end. 


of By repeatedly beating his- head on the ground, his. 
Y wound b-came incorabte. The phyſician gave up 
all hopes of delivering him ſafe into the hands of 
i juſtice, for his well deſerved puniſhment ; and they 
5 reſolved to leave him to himſelf, as they ſaw, that 
bs the torments he was ſuffering was more than equal 
. to the penaity which would be inflicted upon him 
As by the moſt rigorous juſtice. 
"= Large maggots engendered in his wound, and 
d * devoured by piece- .meal/his brain, which formerly 
5 was ſo full of malice. The conſequences of lis 
** condition now operated as if they had only waited 
for that moment to begin their frightful torment- 
? ings. There were holes in every part of his body, 
and to prolong” his torments they gave him the 
moſt nouriſhing food: A peftilential ſmell ſpread 
0 2 uſelf through the whole houſe. His eyes funk and 
„ decayed in his head, his tongue became black, and 
+. gradually diſfolved in a putrid ſaliva, which was 
3 diſcharged from his diſtorted jaws: | my 
Id © Piece by piece his fleſh fell from his rotten bones, 
25 | and he lived till all the joints ſeparated themſelves, 
k 


and 
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and his heart which ſeemed deſignedly to be pre- 
fer ved healthy, rotted in his breaſt, 

I here drop the curtain over the moſt horrible 
ſcene which the eycs of mortals ever beheld. This 
ſpectacle affected us all very greatly, although we 
kept at a conſiderable diftance from him; but the 
Prince caught a violent fever, which protracted 
our ſtay for eight days longer. | 

Nothing more was heard during that period of 
the con{piracy. They however made an attempt 
to conduct ſome perſon inſtead of the Armenian, 
from the prifon, in order by that trick, to draw 
the authors of the letter into the trap, but they 
perceived none of them. Perhaps they might 
have heard ſomething of what had paſſed, and pru- 
dently had ſecreted themſelves. I pitted moſt the 
phyſician, who wae the bearer of the letter. By 
the noiſe which the Armenian's head made againſt 

the lock of the door, the guard, accompanied by 
an officer, came in. They muſt have heard ſome- 
thing of his entreaties to us, and the note unfor- 
tunately was ſtill in my hands. His anxiety diſ- 
covered the reſt ; and this very innocent man, who. 
was only weak enough to be ſeduced by money, 
was puniſhed as a traitor again the ſtate. 

Thus ended this conſpiracy, whoſe only biogra- 
pher Jam, becauſe a dark veil covers every thing 
in the hiſtory of Venice that could have any 
relation to it, and which only can be comprehen- 
: ible to thoſe who are exaCtly acquainted with it, 
was a hindrance to all enquiries of every kind, 
and the unknown criminals were never brought to 
light. A+ 
bat I intended to write 1 but the truth 
© promiſed at the beginning of this narrative, and 
chat L adhered to that intention in the hiſtory of the 
Armenian, 


E 


Armenian, I need ſcarcely to aſſert. How far his 
confeſſions are true, I am not competent to 
decide; but that the greateſt part, or at leaſt the 
chief event, could not be a tale, the letters in the 
hiſtory which-Þ have communicated to the reader 
e muſt bear teſtimony. | 

By a ſtrict ſearch in the habitation of the Ar- 
mentan, theſe letters were found, beſide ſeveral 
other writings in a. private cupboard. Perhaps 
they might not have fallen into my hands, if I had 
not been employed to decypher them, in which 
buſineſs I was very dexterous, and hence I could 
conveniently take copies of them. At fiiſt I had 
intended to give them, and ſeveral other papers of 
conſequenee, in an appendix, but I changed my. 


deſign, and inſerted them in the places where the 


Armenian made mention of them, and L hope the 
reader will not be diſpleaſed. 

[| ſuppreſſed all real names, for which I think 
nobody will blame me. I wiſhed not to cauſe any 
reproach to thoſe to whom reputation is as ſacred 
as to myſelf. I made ita max im to give no offence. 
to any family, by repreſenting deeoyed villains 
(members of many families) publicly, if I could 
poſſibly avoid it. I think it my duty to add what 
| heard from the Prince of that period, where his 


- friendſhip with the Armenian became fo very in- 


timate, and from which we knew nothing diſtinctly 
tilnow. He had employed apparitions of ghoſts 
and other methods for the purpoſe of inſpiring the 
Prince with revenge againſt the. . . anew, and to. 
obtain the Prince's conſent for his aſſaſſination, 


God knows why he thought this neceſſary ! This, 


and the defire of being ſeated on the throne, and 
to blow the mouldering aſhes into a great flame, 
was for PTY that I mult fay ſo!!—happily 

| _ - .accomplifhed 
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accompliſhed. But the Armenian deſired ſtill more: 
he deſired that the Prince ſhould for ever bind him 
ſelf to him by an oath as long as he lived, and be 
entirely ſubject unconditionally to his will, without 
aſking him the reaſon of it. | 

The good principles of the Prince were not yet 
ſo entirely eradicated from his heart as to conſent 
to ſuch-a propoſal ; for his ſoul-was ſtill able to 
draw the concluſion, in ſpite of all his prejudices, 
that the Armenian would not make ſuch a demand 
if he always deſigned to diſplay his good intentions. 
The villain, who was prepared for all, had already. 
feen the poſſibility of that before hand, and for that 
purpoſe had ſpared the reſurrection of the Prince's. 
beloved. He at that moment beheld it as a mira-- 
cle, and, intoxicated with love, . . conſented to 
every thing. Providence deſtroyed at that-period- 
the complicated ſchemes which it had apparently ſo 
long continued to regard with indiffence. 

We left Venice, and my boſom beat high with 
joy for ſome time. I. looked back, in order 
to furvey that beautiful proſpe& perhaps for the 
laſt time in my lifg. I beheld Venice, full of mag-- 
nificent palaces and churches, furrounnded by the 
ſea, .refleQing the firſt beams of Aurora, which 
gilded the higheſt- pinnacles\ of ancient edifices- 
with his ſplendour. .- The upper part of the ſun's: 
bright orbrichly. illuminated the eaſtern ſky,-whilſt. 
it ſeemed heſitating whether to emerge from the. 
ſerene ocean. My eye was unwearied in behold- 
ing this delightful. proſpect; but my ſenſations. - 
Oh! how far different were they from-thoſe which 


To beit at the firſt fight of this-enchanting city |—lt. 


now. reſembled a beautiful priſen, ornamented 
without;, which the more we admire, the more we. 
muſt feel for thoſe who - muſt: periſh within its 
| walls,. 
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walls, helpleſs, and ſometimes innocent; and my 
Jadneſs increaſed with the approaching day, which 
rendered the charms of the ſcence more beautiful, 
till at laſt I proceeded ſo far that it diſappeared en- 
tirely from my eyes. 1 

We travelled as ex peditioufſly as the health of 
the Prince would permit, for another letter from 
had onee more induced us to be as ſpeedy as 
poſſible. About the middle of the journey, Lord 
Seymour and Johnſon left us, and we could ſcarcely 
conſole ourſelves for their departure: for the necef- 
ary act of ſeparation had torn from us two excel- 
lent men, united to our deſtiny by ſo many bands 
of fate. They relieved us from a forrowful fare- 
well, as they communicated their ſeparation by 
letters which they left us, for which they received 
mine, and partieularly the Prince's thanks. 

«© [ commend myſelf to-him who rules above,” 
aid the Prince, with a look towards heaven, when 
he ſaw the farewel letters, and a ſtream of tears 
ſuffocated: his words. 

I met-my faithful-Caſpar in-the'ſame inn where 
I told him to ſtay, and I took him with me. His 
joy was without bounds, and I ſhould have been 
aſhamed if I-did not acknowledge what a faithful 
companion | had again found in him. 

We arrived at * Xx. The **** took the 
Prince affectionately in his arms. | 

« Oh! it is too much!” exolaimed the Prince, 


as he ſunk-down before him; ** it too much for a 


criminal. | | 
I cannot venture to deſcribe the ſcene, where ſo 
much was expreſſed, although not a word was 
Apoken. | AE | 
All poſſible methods to recover the Prinee were 
tried, but in vain. Deep melancholy pourtrayed 
| | atfelf 
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itſelf in marked furrows upon his face, from which 
internal ſorrow had long ſince ſtolen every bluſh 


of health and contentment, formerly planted upon 


it by tranquillity. His cheeks were haggard, and 


his gloomy eyes appeared darker, from the ſhadow 
of his pro ecting eyebrows. His head was conſtant- 


ly bowed towards the earth, and in his eyelids were 


ſeen a perpetual tear. The idea of a happy eter- 


nity, and of a merciful God, alone tranquillized 


his mind. 


In a deep wood there were the ruins of a caſtle 
upon a romantic and almoſt impenetrable maſs of 


rocks covered with moſs. This caſtie formerly 


belonged to the rapacious anceſtors of the... 
houſe. A whole century was unable to deſtroy 


it, and lofty rocks and walls ſhewed diſtinctly 
enough the former impregnability of the Caſtle of 


the Robbers, which had excited terror in the breaſt 


of every traveller whoſe way led him by it. 


The father of the preſent ... . . was a great ad- 
mirer of hunting. Very often he purſued the 
game till night overtook him; and he therefore 
built for himſelf, upon that former ſite of his an- 
ceſtors, a ſmall caſtle, where he frequently paſſed 


 woole weeks in the. purſuit of his favourite amuſe- 


ment. Since that time it had been ſcarcely ever 
viſited, and we were obliged to penetrite through 
thick buſhes to come at a winding walk which led 
to it. This the Prince choſe for his future habita- 
tion; and we may eaſily judge, by the deſcripti- 
on, how much .it was ſuited to the preſent temper 
of his mind, as it ſtood in a romantic: country, and 
the tranquillity of the ſolitude was ſeldom mter- 


Tupted. His defire was ſatisfied, and the .... 


flattered himſelf with the hope, "that retirement 


might perhaps work powerfully upon his mind, 


and 
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and that the attachment to ſociety would one day 
awake within him the deſire of again reviſiting the 
world. But he had miſtaken himſelf very much. 
He did not know, after all that had happened to 
this unfortunate man, added to his general charac- 
ter, that ſorrow and melancholy had already ſo 
much gained the aſcendancy, that happineſs could 
no longer be enjoyed by him. Like a bloffom, 
raiſed by a nouriſhing ſhower upon a barren fol}, 
which immediately fades again, becauſe the hot re- 


flected beams of the ſun deſtroy all powers of ve- 


getation. 
Here he lived apart from all ſociety, — an 


old and faithful ſervant. 


He was not diſturbed, becauſe every one ho- 
noured his ſacred retreat, and 


ſometimes paid 
him a viſit, to ſee how far his hopes might be ful- 


filled, but be as conftantly refuſed his. requeſt. 
At the.defire of the Prince, and my own wiſh, 


J remained there as long as poſſible, but buſineſs 


at my own court making my preſence neceſſary, 
] could not longer delay. 


Perſuaded that it would deprive me of all for- 
mer connections, to ſpend the reft of my days 


there, I departed; but the unplcaſfing reflection 


that | ſhould never again ſee the Prince, which 
occupied my mind at my departure, was too well 
founded. 
which had ſeized upon me of late fo violently, the 
former ſtability of my health became very feeble. 
Not tik the lapſe. of ſix months was J able to re- 


turn, and | found, inſtead of the Prince, the 
grave which incloſed his remains. I knew nothing 


of his death, and my heart began fondly to antici- 
pate the feelings of our meeting, as I approach- 


ed the wood, in which ſtood his habitation. 


It 


Jy the many ſufferings and ſtruggles | 
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It was my cuſtom to travel on ſoot in fien wea- 
ther, being more agreeable to me, and affording a 
better opportunity of obſerving the ſurrounding ob- 
Jes. I purſued it now. The tears rolled from 
my cheeks, when I arrived at the foot of a moun- 
tain. Above my head the branches of the trees 
formed a-grove, through which we ſcarcely could 
-perceive the valley underneath, which was orna- 
mented by an oppoſite hill; upon which, oak trees, 
the produce of centuries, raiſed their -majeſtic 
heads. | ſtood before a deep dale, and enjoyed 
the romantic proſpect which preſented itſelf to me. 
T was loſt in the contemplation of it, and-on each 
twig my eye dwelt with a voluptuous pleaſure.— 
On ſw veying the ſpot attentively, a building ap- 
| peared through the thick btuſh- wood which grew 
upon one ſide of the valley. As I had not ex pect- 
ed this, my curioſity became ſtimulated to enquire 
what it was. I marked the ſpot, and walked to- 
wards the buſhes, through which I paſſed with 
much trouble. As I bent back the laſt buſh, 1 
found myſelf in a ſmall open ſpace, ornamented 
with trees and ſhrubs. Before me 1 perceived a 
ſmall cottage, and over againſt it a large oak tree. 
In its ſhade aroſe a very fimple monument, which 
buried its top in the cloſe covert of the boughs — 
I was ſtepping nearer, when I obferved a grey- 
bearded eld man, who was kneeling before it, 
praying fervently. I itood in filence, and my 
feelings preſſed me to join his devotions. He roſe. 
What a figure — Without reflecting, my hand 
ſeized my hat to uncover my head, that | might 
pay homage to this venerable old man. In the 
deep furrows of his forehead and cheek beamed 
content: a ſmile upon his countenance was ex- 
preſſive of that tranquillity of conſcience which 

fears 


„ 
fears not to meet the eternal judge, who is not un- 


mindful of the weakneſs of human nature. To all 


appearance he had ſuffered much from misfor- 
tune, 


'He did not appear to obſerve me, and went 


into his cottage. I approached the monument with 


a ſenſation which I cannot deſcribe. A ſhort in- 
ſcription told me, that the Prince ſlumbered there 
till the day of reſurrection. 

W hilt 1 was riſing from the hallowed ſpot, the 
old man ſtood behind me. With emotion he preſſed 
my hand. 


* You have prayed : :” ſaid he, addreſſing him- 


ſelf to me. I obſerved it with joy and ecſtaſy. 


Thus aft the children of happineſs: be then wel- 
come to me in this ſolitude, which will neither be 
diſturbed nor diſhonoured by you.” 

* You are right, old man,” I anſwered him, 
«© But1 am no child of happineſs: he who ſlum- 
bers here was my friend, and— 

% Are you perhaps the Count O * * * * 
of whom the deceaſed ſpoke ſo much to me ?— 


Then I underſtand you before you finiſh your | 


ſpeech.” 

I anſwered his queſtion in the affirmative, and 
with a ſacred ecſtaſy he led me towards a graſs 
bench before the cottage, where we ſat down to- 
gether. 

« Your friend,” he began, N very 


often quite alone into this wood, and choſe the 
deepeſt ſolitude for meditation. Thus he diſco- 


vered me after your departure in my retirement. 


I loved him ſoon, and he was no leſs fond of me. 


He frequently went away, but ſometimes he tar- 


ried with me four days and nights together. Each 
day he waited for your coming back: you came 
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not. If he ſhould come (he ſaid to me, a few 
days before his laſt,) and I ſhould be no more, then 
deliver him in my name my farewel, and ſay 
that I will thank him for his love in a better 
world. You are as able to tell him ſo as I could 
be myſelf, Daily I pray near his grave, and from 
this day I ſhall thank God that he has given me 
an opportunity of diſcharging my commiſſion.” 

We ſpoke of nothing but of the Prince. W hat 
the old man told me with great prolixity of the 
laſt period of his life, I will relate to the reader as 
briefly as poſſible. Every trifling particular, al- 
though intereſting to a friend, would perhaps be 
inſignificant to a third perſon, and on that account 
the principal things only are related. 

He aſſociated with this old man, ſacrificing the 
remainder of his life to regain that repoſe of con- 
ſcience which he formerly enjoyed, and he ſucceed- 
ed as far as his ſituation made it poſſible. Firmly 
convinced of the love of God, death became a 
friend to him, who would bring him ſtill nearer 
to the knowledge of this eternal Being, and he 
looked forward to his diſſolution with a mild and 75 
tient ſatisfaction. 

God has ſtill b me a happpineſs which 
I do not deſerve,” he exclaimed, and delivered to 
him a letter which he had juſt received. Tt was 
from the Greek lady. The old man ſhewed it to 
me, and the gs Is A 2 of it 
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„ BeLoveD of my ſoul |—Thus I call 


you, although the greateſt malice has 
induced me to deceive you. My con- 
ſcience has cleared itſelf before the 
Almighty. I was deceived like your- 
ſelf. | 

* By birth J am a German lady.— 
Death depriied me at Venice of my 
mother, and with her of every comfort. 
A young uncxperienced girl, | was then 
abandoned to the wide world. An ac- 
cident brought to me in my helplcſs 
ſituation that Armenian. My perſon 
was allowed by all to peoll-ſs an at- 
traQlive beauty, and on that account 
only could 1 explain to myſelf thoſe 


* looks which he gave when he tliiew 


himſelf in my way as a benefaftor,—- 
The good principles which he feund 
within me, ſeemed to make it neceſſary 
to proceed carefully with me:—he 
appeared a ſaint. At length I received 
directions from him to play the cha- 
racter in that chureh **, where you 
ſaw me firſt, He had found way to 
play upon my vanity ſo much by pre- 
tence that you had already fallen in 
love with my picture, that I not only 
earneſtly followed his directions, but I 
alſo gave myſelf all poſſible trouble to. 
intereſt you, though it was againſt my 
inclination, Bat too ſoon I became in 
reality what I had only appeared to 
you—el loved you tenderly, The fear 
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of loſing you again, and his tricks and 
threats, prevented me always from diſ- 
covering myſelf to you: many times 
this confeſſion trembled upon my tongue, 
and— | 

* My weakneſs will not longer permit 
me to hold the pen. I feel that the 
hours of my exiſtence are few, and on 
that account I muſt conclude. More 
than an hundred times I was obliged to 
ſtop in writing this letter. I diſcovered 


your abode, and was anxious to find you 


there, and implore your forgiveneſs—but 
my powers failed me, Inſtead of me, 
this letter comes, and, alas! may it give 
you a happy ſenſation. That you will 
not doubt this confeſſion of my innocence 
(as I make it at the brink of the grave,) 
I am convinced as firmly as of my for- 
giveneſs by God, 

« How difficult is it for me to conclude 
this epiſtle to my beloved; but I am 
compelled to do it, for I feel my weak- 
neſs increaſe upon me, and you proba- 
bly have obſcrved it in ſeveral parts of 
what have written. After my death, 
you will receive this letter, and not to 
diſturb you, | conceal the place where 
my remains will {lumber until the janc- 
tions of our ſouls. ; 

& In that abode where the veil, which 
before concealed from us the reaſon ef 
our fate, ſhall be removed, where a per- 
petual bliſs ſhall unite our ſouls for ever, 
I will tell you far more than I am now 


able to make known to you |—PFarewell } 
| “Purified 
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c Purified by my God from all ſins and 
& faults, and clonehedi in the garment of the 
* bleſſed at the gates of eternity, I will haſ- 
5 ten toward you. 


« Your THERESA.” 


With this letter the Prince ſat himſelf under an 
oak-tree, upon the ſame ſpot which he had ſelected 
for his perpetual reſt. He read it very often, whilſt 
the Hermit, who was placed by his fide, celebrated 
her memory in conjunction with the Prince, amidſt 
loud peals of thunder which rolled over them. 

I ſhall foon be with thee, Oh Thereſa !” ex- 
claimed the Prince, as he lifted his hands and eyes 
towards Heaven. At that inſtant, a flaſh of light- 


ning, attracted by the tree under which they were 


ſitting, darted through the branches, and ſtruck him 
lifeleſs to the earth—Peace be to his afhes | 


FINIS. 


